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Orientations for the parish survey committee

I. The parish questionnaire

1. All the parishes and mission stations that, according to the 2017 Catholic Church
Directory Taiwan have an identification number, must fill one questionnaire. Those that do not
have such a number do not fill the parish questionnaire but their parishioners fill the personal one.

2. The mission stations must fill one questionnaire too. If there are only a few parishioners
going there for Mass, so it is not possible to fill the questionnaire completely, then they do it partially,
providing the information that they can get.

3. If some parishes are still in the Church directory but in reality, they are closed down, with
no people going there, then the parish must notify it to the survey committee.

4, The questionnaire must be filled by the parish priest together with the parish council and
eventually other members of the community, knowing well the history and development of the parish.
It is not acceptable that one person alone fills it, not even the parish priest.

5. Some of the questions necessitate making some research in order to find the required
information. It will take few meetings to fill the questionnaire in an acceptable and useful way. Thanks

for your cooperation!



6. It is impossible to answer some of the questions with a precise answer. In that case, an
estimated answer will be also acceptable. It is preferable to give an approximate answer than not to
answer at all.

I1. The personal questionnaire

Who has to fill the personal questionnaire?

1. Category a:

1- All the priests, deacons, and seminarians serving in the parish.

2- All the sisters serving in the parish or regularly attending Mass there.

3- All the leaders presently serving in the parish on a regular basis, like pastoral council members,
cadres of movements and associations, Sunday children teachers, catechists, faithful doing voluntary
services, choir’s cadres, etc. There is not a strict standard on which people to include or to
exclude from this category, so each parish makes its own choice.

4- All the salaried staff working in the parish ( Catholic and Catechumen) .

2. Category b: a sample of normal parishioners
A representative selection of parishioners, aged of 15 or older, who more or less regularly attend the
Mass, but do not belong to group “A” (are not leaders). This selection must be done by sampling: you
must choose them in a random way, not according to preference or any other criterion.
The number of these people vary for each parish in proportion to the number of people who regularly

attend the Sunday Masses. Each diocese determines the quota for each parish.

3. Category c: non-practicing parishioners
A selection of parishioners, of different age and gender, living in the parish but usually not going
to Church. (For a small parish at least 2 of them and for a big parish at least 5). Hopefully, each parish

will seize this opportunity to visit and interview more than the minimum prescribed.

111 How to take the personal questionnaire?

1. Time and space
1. Choose a normal Sunday of July where there are no special celebrations or parish activities.
2. At the end of the Mass, at the moment of parish announcements, do the survey.
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2. How to make the sampling

(1) First, give the questionnaire to all the people of “category a” serving in the parish, and then
separate them from the rest of the congregation. Then sample the parishioners “category b” not
engaged in services. For instance, if at that Mass there are 66 non-serving parishioners, and you have
to choose 4 of them, you start to count them and you choose one every 16 (66:4=16,5). (You must
choose by counting, not by other criteria).

(2) Then, after Mass, in a common place, you take the survey all together. In that way, you
can explain to them how to interpret and answer some questions that are not so easy to understand. You
can explain the meaning and the way to answer, but you have to be careful of not influence the answer.
3. If some people cannot stay immediately after Mass for the survey, then you can organize
another moment convenient for them (the next Sunday or one evening). Otherwise, they can take the
questionnaire and do it privately at home. In this case, you must take their telephone number and, in
case of delay in giving it back, call them and solicit it. The questionnaire must be filled by the same
person from the beginning to the end.

4. If someone prefers not to fill himself the questionnaire, you can help him/her by asking the
questions and writing the answer, but you must be very attentive on not influencing him/her
(According to survey’s rules, it should be an unknown person who makes the interview, to make sure
the interviewed one is really free to express himself/herself without embarrassment).

5. If some foreigners are selected by sampling, then help them to fill the common Chinese
questionnaire and do not use the English or Vietnamese one (which are for the English and Vietnamese
Masses and have different questions).

6. Every questionnaire is limited: if you do not find the option that corresponds to your situation,
choose the one which is somehow more related to you. That will give a useful indication for the
general survey. It is much better to give a partial answer than to write nothing at all.

7. When you collect the questionnaire, you must verify that all the questions have been answered.
If some are not, then explain the question to the parishioner and ask them to answer. If he/she is not
willing to do it, then write: “no answer”.

8. The questionnaire is anonymous, so do not write any name on it.

9. Every questionnaire must be completed with its coding number. The first five spaces are for
the Parish code. If not already written, the parish writes them before giving it to the parishioners (to
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avoid mistakes). The last space is used to clarify the parishioners’ status according to the survey’s
criteria: 1 for the people of the “category a” serving in the parish; 2 for the parishioners of the
“category b” not engaged in services; 3 for the parishioners of the “category ¢” not going to Church.
The parish also writes this number before giving it to the parishioners.

11. The interview of the non-attending parishioners: you will do it after the general one, in order to
be more familiar with the survey.

You should consider which person may be best suited to visit them: one able to convey the loving care
of the community for them, avoiding to embarrass them. They must feel free to express their views
without restriction, even if critical of the Church.

On the back of the questionnaire it is better to write some simple notes on the reasons that the person is
not going to Church and on his/her general situation (when he/she stopped to attend Mass; if he/she

never go to Church or sometimes, ...).
IV English and Vietnamese surveys

1. Each community will choose a representative sample of faithful, including people of different

gender, age, and involvement in Church service (minimum age: 15 years old).

2. Approximately, a minimum of 10 questionnaires for small communities and a maximum of 70
for large communities. (Parishes with several Sunday English Masses can apply this criterion for

each one of the Masses).

3. Each parish decides how many surveys to take and then communicates the number to the diocese.

The diocese will print and provide the questionnaires.
Bhek =

HoTatE NHEERIE  fRGE/ N
L+ 02-2905-2000 471% 2446 e-mail : parishlifesurvey2018@gmail.com

For more explanations on the survey,
you can watch this explanatory video:
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https://youtu.be/viSTXPXhTUc
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