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CHINESE REGIONAL BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE o After the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples consulted other

MINUTES OF THE SPRING 2014 PLENARY ASSEMBLY Asian Bishops’ Conferences, it gave approval “to modify the limit of com-

petence for alienation of ecclesiastical properties” to US $2,000,000.00.

Date: April 21-25, 2014 (Monday-Friday)

Venue: CRBC Secretariat Administrative Bldg. (39 An Ju St., Taan
District, Taipei 10672)

Chairman:  Most Rev. John Hung, SVD

Participants: Most Rev. Peter Liu, Most Rev. Bosco Lin, Most Rev. Philip
Huang, Most Rev. John Baptist Lee, Most Rev. Thomas Chung,
Most Rev. Martin Su, Most Rev. John Tseng

Guest: Msgr. Paul Russell

Secretary: Fr. Otfried Chan

e The Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples offers scholarships, but
application procedures and deadlines must be followed.

e When bishops deal with clerical sexual abuse their attitude should be seri-
ous and conscientious. They must comply with local laws and regulations,
and they have the responsibility of reporting all incidents to the police.
During the course of the investigation the bishops must declare the accused
clergy temporarily suspended. If proven guilty, following the regulations
of the Holy See, the priest must be dismissed from the priesthood. Further-
more, the bishops should show concern for the victims and their families,

Procodtire of Mocting: and for the indicted priest and his family. If the accused priest is proven not

guilty, the bishop should make a public announcement, reinstate the priest,

: aid him in dealing with any trauma he might have experienced and help the
A) Opening Prayer

B) Address by Archbishop John Hung, President
C) Address by Msgr. Paul Russell

innocent priest return to normal Church ministry as soon as possible.

e Pope Benedict XVI said that there are three things that would hinder those
who have homosexual tendencies from entering the seminary: deep-rooted

e Msgr. Paul Russell shared the address that Pope Francis gave to the mem- homosexual tendencies, an inability to keep celibate for at least three years,

bers of the Congregation for Bishops on February 27, 2014 in the Sala Bo- and active promotion of the gay rights movement. These conditions are a

logna of the Vatican Apostolic Palace (see Appendix). The Pope reminded hindrance to candidacy to the priesthood.

the bishops of the importance of holiness for those chosen by Jesus Christ e The revised edition of the translation of the Code of Canon Law is a very

as bishops, and, as pastors, of the need for formation in virtue.

The computerization of records for four of the sacraments in the parishes
cannot replace paper records. Its purpose is only to facilitate the searching
of information.

The CRBC should appoint a priest to join the sub-commission on formation
headed by Cardinal Tong Hon of Hong Kong in order to be prepared to deal
with the growing number of priests, sisters and lay people from Mainland
China participating in ongoing formation abroad

2013,/No. 335

important project. It is necessary to collaborate with Hong Kong and Ma-
cau to ensure that the content of the new Chinese translation is accurate and
correct. Afterwards, it should be sent to the Vatican.

While the Apostolic Nunciature is being repaired the office will be tempo-
rarily transferred to The Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in the Taipei
Archdiocese (9 Lane 265, Hoping East Road, Section 2, Taipei). The tel.
no. will remain unchanged (02.2321-6847).

e All diocesan bishops are asked to submit a yearly financial report of their

2013,/No. 335
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diocese to the Apostolic Nunciature. These reports will be sent to the Con-

gregation for the Evangelization of Peoples.

Proposition IV: The Commission for the Clergy (Taiwan Catholic

Regional Seminary)

D) Topics discussed IV.A: The construction of seminary reported an increment of
NT$5.000.000 in the budget
Proposition I: The CRBC Secretariat IV.B:  An evaluation on priests and professors of the Taiwan Catholic
[LA:  Audit of the CRBC 2013 Annual Report and the 2013 Work Report Regional Seminary (TCRS) via online questionnaire on the internet
[.B:  Request for approval to modify the CRBC total amount of property IV.C: Encourage each diocese to carefully assess candidates for
I.C:  The Chinese translation of the “Norms for the Application of the priesthood
Apostolic Constitution ‘Ex Corde Ecclesiae’ in Taiwan” IV.D: Request that each diocese follow the instructions of the Holy
ILD: The CRBC Pastoral Letter for the Year 2015 See concerning the “Criteria for the Discernment of Vocations with
I.LE:  Establish guidelines for invitation of foreign speakers to give talks regard to Persons with Homosexual Tendencies in view of their
to the local Church Admission to the Seminary and to Holy Orders” and its
implementation during the formation period
Proposition II: The Commission for Sacred Liturgy IVEE: Yearly ongoing formation for the clergy (on homosexuality and

ILA:  Recommend that each diocese create a diocesan level promotion respective issues related to the family) from August 18-22, 2014
team for the devotion of the Blessed Sacrament

II.B:  Recommend that each diocese create a “Promotion Group for Proposition V: The Commission for Evangelization, Section for the
Blessing and Praying for the Dying” Family

II.C:  Based on the CRBC 2012 Spring Plenary Assembly approved V.A:  The Catholic Church continues to participate in “Taiwan Religious
resolutions, and also in Article X of a Notice issued in May of the Groups Care for the Family Alliance”
same year, because the statement of the Commission for Sacred V.B: The CRBC Section for the Family will collaborate with St. Gianna
Liturgy was not correct or was misleading, it is hereby corrected. Pro-Life Center in Hsinchu in organizing sessions for the protection
The article is as follows: (need to revise the sentences in italics and and concern of life and family
with underscore) V.C:  To help the faithful understand what pastoral knowledge is needed

ILD: Rev. Louis Gendron, President of Fu Jen Faculty of Theology of St. to care for homosexuals, the CRBC Section for the Family will
Robert Bellarmine, is seeking permission to give Holy Communion organize a seminar in the morning of August 23, 2014 in the
to students of Taiwan Episcopal Church studying at the Faculty of 2nd floor conference room of the CRBC Secretariat Administrative
Theology Bldg.

VARIA:

Proposition I1I: The Commission for Aborigine Apostolate 1. The Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples approved “to modify

the limit of competence for alienation of ecclesiastical properties” to
US$2,000,000.

III.A: Request for approval to hire a part-time secretary

2013,/No. 335 2013,/No. 335
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2. One of the resolutions in the 2012 CRBC Autumn Plenary Assembly
was: “In principle, once every two or three years a National Eucharistic
Congress can be organized. The date and venue of each National
Eucharistic Congress will be decided during the CRBC plenary
assemblies.”

3. To reiterate to President Ma Ying-jeou the following stance: “Respect for
life, abolish the death penalty”.

Proposition I: The CRBC Secretariat

I.A: Audit of the CRBC 2013 Annual Report and 2013 Work Report

Explanation:
Refer to the “2013 Final Accounts for Income and Expenditures” and “2013
Work Report” for discussion. After approval, present them to the
Ministry of the Interior (see attachment).

Resolution: Approved.

I.B: Request for approval to modify the CRBC total amount of property.

Explanation:

1. The construction of the new building of the CRBC “Taiwan Catholic
Regional Seminary” has already been completed and a request made to
modify the amount of property. The CRBC has already received a letter
of approval from the Ministry of the Interior with Ref. No. 1000030764
dated 2011.2.21 stating that the construction of the new building for
“Taiwan Catholic Regional Seminary” has been completed this year and
has acquired the right of ownership. The expenses of the new building
will be taken from the funds reserved for the construction. (The balance
of funds in 2005 was added to the total amount of property. Received
from the National Taxation Bureau of Taipei an official letter with ref no.
098007474 dated 2009.8.4.) This case has already been executed and
completed, modifying the amount of property based on the procedure. See

2013,/No. 335

changes in property list.

2. The original Taiwan Catholic Regional Seminary of the CRBC has been
completely demolished and an application made for a reduction in amount
of property. The CRBC has received a letter of approval from the Dept.
of Land Administration, Ministry of the Interior, with ref. no. 1020213497
dated 2013.5.30 stating that the CRBC three story building located at
Subsection 3 of Taishan District, New Taipei City, built on 5 pieces of
land 450 ~ 451 ~ 452 ~ 453 ~ 454 has been demolished and a reduction
made in the amount of property.

3. These modifications have increased or reduced the amount of property
according to procedure.

Resolution: Approved.

I.C: The Chinese translation of the “Norms for the Application of the
Apostolic Constitution
‘Ex Corde Ecclesiae’ in Taiwan”

Explanation:

Before the Chinese translation of the “Norms for the Application of
the Apostolic Constitution ‘Ex Corde Ecclesiae’ in Taiwan” can be
implemented, it is necessary to have the official approval of the CRBC.
However, the 7th meeting of Fu Jen Catholic University 18th Board of
Directors noted that the English edition Art. 4: 1 and 5 of “Norms for
the Application of the Apostolic Constitution ‘Ex Corde Ecclesiae’ in
Taiwan” uses the terms “chancellor” and “vice-chancellor,” which are
translated into Chinese as “F¢{%” (meaning “President”) and “BlIf5i"
(meaning “Vice President”). The accuracy of the Chinese translation
was uncertain and required confirmation. The resolution during the
2013 Autumn Plenary was: “Approved after the necessary changes are
completed.”

39

2013,/No. 335



aEtETHEA

Later, Fr. Otfried Chan discussed the issue with Fr. Ivan Santus of the
Apostolic Nunciature and the following conclusions were made: In the
Catholic universities in Italy the term “Chancellor” usually refers to the
“Cardinal” or the Local Ordinary, whose responsibility it is to ensure that
the “Pontifical” Universities comply with the Apostolic Constitution “Ex
Corde Ecclesiae” in running and managing their schools, and that the
school spirits and cultures conform to Catholic tradition and culture.

Since this document needs to be agreed upon by the CRBC, the
Apostolic Nunciature believes that the CRBC can designate who will
take the responsibility stated in Article 4:1 “to maintain and strengthen
its Catholic identity” and then decide the title of the person, identity
and status e.g. Local ordinary (#.77 £%%), President of the Board of
trustees (B X EZE ) Sk Chancellor (fiif%). Moreover, the English
text of Article 4:5 states, “The Chancellor and Vice-Chancellor of a
Catholic Higher Education Institution are to be practicing Catholics of
distinguished character,” which clearly refers to the laity, not bishops nor
the clergy.

Resolution: Art. 4:1 in Chinese is changed to “Local ordinary”( #75 £%).
In the English translation of Art. 4:5, “Chancellor” is changed
to “President” and “Vice-Chancellor” is changed to “Vice-
President”.

I.D: The CRBC Pastoral Letter for the Year 2015

Explanation:
The Holy See has already declared 2015 as the “Year of Consecrated
Life.” During the joint meeting of bishops and major religious superiors
on March 31st, it was agreed that the title of the 2015 Pastoral Letter
would be: “Consecrated Life to Serve the New Evangelization.”
Furthermore, February 2 is the “World Day for Consecrated Life”.
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Therefore, men and women religious representatives are requested to
provide, as soon as possible, articles for reflection regarding “Consecrated
Life” and specific cooperative activities between the dioceses and
religious communities.

Resolution: Fr. Luis Gendron (SJ) is entrusted with the responsibility of
preparing an overall plan and serving as the chief editor. A report
should be presented during the Autumn Plenary Assembly.

I.LE: Establish guidelines for invitation of foreign speakers to give talks to the
local Church

Explanation:

If a lay person from abroad plans to come back to Taiwan to give
a keynote speech, the present practice is that one looks for friends
(leaders of lay organizations) from different dioceses and arranges his
or her itinerary and venue. In order to ensure that the speaker and the
contents of his/her talk (e.g. doctrine, spirituality, ethics, morality etc.),
do not mislead the faithful, the CRBC or each diocese should establish
a policy for speakers, setting qualification guidelines to avoid creating
confusion and even harm.

Means: Each diocese should set its own qualification requirements based on
their needs.

Resolution: The Secretariat will gather information for reference about the
practices of other bishops’ conferences. This information will
be reported during the Autumn Plenary Assembly.

Proposition II: The Commission for Sacred Liturgy

IILA: Recommend that each diocese create a diocesan-level promotion
team for the veneration of the Blessed Sacrament
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Explanation:

The Episcopal Commission for Sacred Liturgy has already created a
Promotion Team for the devotion of the Holy Eucharist. To facilitate
communication and to promote more effectively this veneration, each
diocese should assign a person or create a small team dedicated to this
task.

Means:

Each diocese should implement the resolution agreed upon as Proposal
A of the Commission for Sacred Liturgy during the 2012 CRBC Autumn
Plenary Assembly with regard to the veneration of the Blessed Sacrament
and formation on the Sacrament of the Eucharist, and the organization of
National Eucharistic Congresses. The second “Means” states: To achieve
these goals, according to the situation of each diocese, it is recommended
that a “Holy Eucharist Promotion Committee” be established (from the
Commission for Sacred Liturgy or Pastoral Commission), or a person be
designated to have the primary responsibility of achieving this goal.

Resolution: Approved.

II.B: Recommend that each diocese create a “Promotion Group for

Blessing and Praying for the Dying”

Explanation:

The purpose of a “Promotion Group for Blessing and Praying for the
Dying” is so that the laity can form a service group which gives witness
to the Catholic Church. With the risen Christ as the center, hearts can
be opened to receive grace from the Lord. Through the communion of
the prayers of the faithful, the dying will be entrusted into the hands of
God the Father. The relatives and friends accompanying the deceased
can deepen their faith in Jesus Christ. Trust in the salvation of God can
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develop, communion with the departed can be expressed, and union
with God on the Day of Judgment can be anticipated. While rendering
service, opportunities to evangelize can be found.

Means:

The “Promotion Group for Blessing and Praying for the Dying” of
the Episcopal Commission for Sacred Liturgy can provide formation
sessions based on the needs of the diocese. Moreover, they can share
with others the structure of their group and their experiences. If
a diocese has a need, they can contact this group at the Episcopal
Commission for the Sacred Liturgy.

Resolution: Approved.

II.C: Following the approved resolutions of the CRBC 2012 Spring

Plenary Assembly and Article X of a notice issued in May of the
same year, because a statement of the Commission for Sacred
Liturgy was incorrect or misleading, it is hereby corrected. The
article is as follows: (need to revise the italicized and underscored
sentences)

Explanation:

With regard to a non-Catholic baptized Christian receiving Holy
Communion in the Catholic Church, it must be in accordance with
the Code of Canon Law 844 and the Directory for the Application of
Principles and Norms on Ecumenism Nos. 124 and 131. Thus, “Catholic
ministers administer the sacraments licitly to Catholic members of the
Christian faithful alone, who likewise receive them licitly from Catholic
ministers alone” (Can. 844:1). However: “Whenever necessity requires
it or true spiritual advantage suggests it, and provided that danger of
error or of indifferentism is avoided, the Christian faithful for whom
it is physically or morally impossible to approach a Catholic minister
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are permitted to receive the sacraments of penance, Eucharist, and
anointing of the sick from non-Catholic ministers in whose Churches
these sacraments are valid” (Can. 844:2). On the other hand, under

the same conditions: “Catholic ministers administer the sacraments
of penance, Eucharist, and anointing of the sick licitly to members
of Eastern Churches which do not have full communion with the
Catholic Church if they seek such on their own accord and are properly
disposed. This is also valid for members of other Churches which in the
judgment of the Apostolic See are in the same condition in regard to the
sacraments as these Eastern Churches” (Can. 844:3). And especially:
“If the danger of death is present or if, in the judgment of the diocesan
bishop or conference of bishops, some other grave necessity urges it,
Catholic ministers administer these same sacraments licitly also to other
Christians not having full communion with the Catholic Church, who
cannot approach a minister of their own community and who seek such
on their own accord, provided that they manifest Catholic faith in respect
to these sacraments and are properly disposed” (Can. 844:4). However,
pay special attention to: “A Catholic who legitimately wishes to
communicate with Eastern Christians must respect the Eastern discipline
as much as possible and refrain from communicating if that Church
restricts sacramental communion to its own members to the exclusion of

others” (Principles and Norms of Ecumenism No. 124) .

Means:

1. Since Canon 844:3 is not in the same condition as Canon 844:2, thus

“On the other hand, under the same conditions (2 > 1TEEIHER

T) will be changed to “Moreover”( B 45}).

2. To avoid semantic misunderstanding, “And especially” (MAE
=) will be changed to “Furthermore” ( 5.

«

Resolution: Approved.
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II.D: Rev. Louis Gendron, President of Fu Jen Faculty of Theology
of St. Robert Bellarmine, is seeking permission to give Holy
Communion to students of the Taiwan Episcopal Church
studying at the Faculty of Theology

Means: Request that Fr. Luis Gendron attend and discuss the situation during
the meeting.

Resolution:
Request Fr. Gendron to present a report to explain matters concerning
the reception of Holy Communion by students of the Taiwan Episcopal
Church studying at Fu Jen Faculty of Theology of St. Robert Bellarmine.
The CRBC will consult with the Congregation for the Evangelization of
Peoples and will make a decision based on their recommendations.

Proposition III: The Commission for Aborigine Apostolate
III.A: Request for approval to hire a part-time secretary

Explanation:

1. At present, the important tasks of the Commission for Aborigine
Apostolate are as follows: to assist each diocese in raising funds during
the “Indigenous Peoples’ Day”, to plan activities for children and youth,
a get-together for priests, the national pastoral conference for indigenous
people, the formation of lay persons, etc., and to apply for subsidy. The
resolutions of each national pastoral conference and the formation of
volunteers urgently need an assistant to help carry out these tasks.

2. Qualifications of the assistant secretary are: Catholic, already received

basic formation in evangelization, experienced in organizing Church
activities, capable of handling computer and network information.
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Resolution: Approved to hire a part-time secretary.

Proposition IV: The Commission for the Clergy (Taiwan Catholic
Regional Seminary)

IV.A: The construction of the Regional Seminary reported an
increment of NT$5,000,000 in the budget

Explanation:

el

2. Based on the 71st work-negotiation meeting between the Regional
Seminary and the Architecture World Construction Company ( 478
W77\ E] ) , after bargaining, the Architecture World Construction
Company informed their Head Office not to change the amount of
donation as stated in the original contract. Other agreements should
be implemented according to previous resolutions. Finally, after
negotiations, it is confirmed by Deputy General Manager Wen Wenquan

that an additional sum of 5M (including tax) will be paid. (Appendix 2)

Means: Request the CRBC and Architecture World Construction Company
to confirm the additional cost of SM (including tax) and related
payment matters.

Resolution: Agreed and approved.
IV.B: An evaluation on priests and professors of the Taiwan

Catholic Regional Seminary (TCRS) via internet online
questionnaire
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Explanation:

1. To provide suitable candidates as formators at the Taiwan Catholic
Regional Seminary, an evaluation on formators will be formulated
based on the guidance of priests and professors. For the formators, this
evaluation can serve as guideline for self-criticism and the establishing
of the Church’s formation system, in order to do better for the formation.
It could help to identify the kind of formators needed by the Church and
the Regional Seminary. The search for suitable formators should not be
idealistic or too general, but must be done in prayer and in dialogue!

4. Internet website system will be used for answering questions.
Furthermore, the webpage will automatically collate relevant information
to form a report as a reference for priests and teachers (it can provide
browse editing privileges in the network).

Resolution:
Approved. Present the results during the Autumn Plenary Assembly.

IV.C: Encourage each diocese to carefully assess candidates for
priesthood

Explanation:
To ensure that candidates are suitable to undergo formation at the
Regional Seminary, each diocese is encouraged to follow the edited
Taiwan Catholic Regional Seminary Application for Admission
Procedure approved by the bishops in 2007 CRBC Plenary Assembly.

Means:
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1. Letters and relevant documents have already been sent to the priests
in-charge of vocations in each diocese. If there are other requests, please
contact the Vocations Promotion Center. (Appendix 1-12)

2. Following the custom of the Regional Seminary, the deadline for
application for new students is on August 15th. On that day, there will
be interviews of new students and an explanation of the Taiwan Catholic
Regional Seminary Program. Each diocese is requested to cooperate and
make arrangements.

Resolution: Accepted and approved.

IV.D: Request that each diocese follow the instructions of the

Holy See concerning the “Criteria for the Discernment
of Vocations with regard to Persons with Homosexual
Tendencies in view of their Admission to the Seminary
and to Holy Orders” and its implementation during the
formation period.

Explanation:

1. To ensure that candidates are suitable to undergo formation at the
Taiwan Catholic Regional Seminary, each diocese is asked to follow the
“Instruction Concerning the Criteria for the Discernment of Vocations
with regard to Persons with Homosexual Tendencies in view of their
Admission to the Seminary and to Holy Orders” approved and decreed
by the Congregation for Catholic Education in 2005.

2. According to the program for application for admission to TCRS,
there should be a “companionship period” of at least six months with
each vocation candidate. If there is any relevant manifestation during
this period of observation, the diocese will decide whether or not the
candidate should be sent to the Regional Seminary for formation.
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Means:

1. Enclosed is the“Instruction Concerning the Criteria for the
Discernment of Vocations with regard to Persons with Homosexual
Tendencies in view of their Admission to the Seminary and to Holy
Orders” document (Appendix 1).

2. Related documents will also be published and discussed during the
Vocations Forum on May 18, 2014. If there are any other needs, the
Vocations Promotion Center can be contacted.

3. Following the custom of the Regional Seminary, the deadline for
application for new students is on August 15th. On that day, there will
be interviews of new students and an explanation of the Taiwan Catholic
Regional Seminary Program. Each diocese is requested to cooperate and
make arrangements.

Resolution:

Each diocesan bishop should announce to all its priests the above
mentioned Church principles and their importance. During the
sacrament of penance and while conversing with or companioning
possible candidates, priests should try their best to dissuade those
with homosexual tendencies from pursing the vocation of priesthood
according to their conscience.

IV.E: Yearly ongoing formation for the clergy from August 18-22,

2014

Rationale:

To learn about the social status of homosexuals in Taiwan, the teachings
and stance of the Church, and to share the pastoral experience in Hong
Kong.
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Explanation:

1. This ongoing formation event will be organized by the Episcopal
Commission for the Clergy, co-organized by the Taiwan Catholic
Regional Seminary, and assisted by the Taiwan Catholic Canon Law
Society. All priests in Taiwan can have an opportunity for ongoing
formation. The event will be designed especially for those priests
serving in parishes.

2. Content of the course: Seeking the best way for the local Church
to proceed by talking and reflecting together on the following topics
with the priest participants: the social status of homosexuals in Taiwan,
alternative marriage and family formation legislative demands etc., an
explanation of the Church’s stance on related topics such as humanity,
marriage and family, gender, etc., and the sharing of the pastoral
concerns and work in Hong Kong and abroad etc.

Means:

1. Speakers: Fr. Stephen Chan (FfUiE#4¢) and team members (Hong
Kong); Fr. Caesar Albert Rego(Fl]&551#0), Neocatechumenate; Fr.
Damien Lim (#RJFEE1HL), Opus Dei; Prof. Chi Ming (Z5BH=FT), Fu

Jen Catholic University Faculty of Theology

2. Topics: Pastoral care for homosexuals and the stance of the Catholic
Church; natural law on marriage, on family, on sexuality; and teachings
on Christian anthropology etc.; current status in Taiwan society, civil
and legislative demands etc. (pls see appendix 1 for title and abstract)
Date: 2014.08.18 -22 (Monday-Friday), five days. (Course flow chart see
Appendix 2)

3. Target Audience: Parish priests are especially invited to participate;
religious priests are welcome and free to join.
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4. Venue: Taiwan Catholic Regional Seminary at No. 58 Santai Rd.,
Xinzhuang, New Taipei City [24255]

Note: The CRBC Section for Family has arranged for the group of speakers
from Hong Kong to share with the faithful on the topic “Pastoral
Concern for Homosexuals”. This will take place on Saturday
morning, August 23, 2014, which is the day after the ongoing
formation of priests.

Resolution:
Approved. Parish priests who are 50 years old and above are encouraged
to attend, while those who are below 50 years old are required to attend.

Proposition V:  The Commission for Evangelization, Section for
the Family

V.A: The Catholic Church continues to participate in the “Taiwan
Religious Groups Care for the Family Alliance”

Explanation:

1. Last year, to stop the “Alternative Family Formation Bill” from
gaining consensus in the society, and to keep the Legislative Yuan from
making a haste decision without ample discussion, the Catholic Church
and other religious groups in Taiwan together formed the “Taiwan
Religious Groups Care for the Family Alliance”. Furthermore, through
the joint efforts of a petition campaign and a big demonstration on
November 30, 2014, they indeed effectively made the Legislative Yuan
temporarily set aside the hearing of the bill.

2. While participating in this action, some opposing voices could be
heard within the Church because remarks were made by the Alliance
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Group that did not completely represent the teachings of the Catholic
Church. Thus, the Catholic Church should sever its membership with
the Alliance Group and not join anymore. The Catholic Church should
independently voice its stance through its own communication channels.

3. When the CRBC Section for Family was involved with the Alliance
Group, as they looked at the long-term plans of the latter, they discovered
that the principle of trying to arouse the society to give importance to
family and life education etc., agrees with that of the Catholic Church.
Without subsequent participation and cooperation, one cannot really
judge whether we can collaborate with other religious groups or not.

4. Because of this situation the CRBC Section for Family convened the
“Diocesan Commission for Family (Section for Family) Spring Meeting”
on March 29, 2014 and specially presented this issue for discussion.
The majority of the members of the Diocesan Commission for Family
(Section for Family) were of the opinion that to join with other religious
groups in voicing one’s stance actually concentrates resources and
confronts the society with the severity of the issues. If we share the
same views then we should continue to participate in the Alliance.
Furthermore, the Catholic Church should firmly convey the stance that
she will stay in the Alliance Group, and allow the Catholic Church in
Taiwan, through its participation and coordination with all sectors to
accomplish the mission entrusted to her by Jesus Christ.

Means:

1. Continue to send representatives to participate in the meetings and
discussions of the “Taiwan Religious Groups Care for the Family
Alliance”. Furthermore, support, advocate for and participate in the
activities organized by this Alliance Group itself and in activities
initiated by these religious groups, as long as the activities do not violate
the teachings of the Catholic Church.
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2. The long-term plans of the Alliance Group are not only to arouse the
society to emphasize the importance of families and related issues, and
involve not only the CRBC Section for Family and diocesan Commission
for Family (Section for Family). In relation to life education, it also
involves the Episcopal Commission for Education and Culture. Thus,
aside from the participation of the Section for Family of CRBC,
the CRBC Commission for Education and Culture also has an
opportunity to collaborate and participate.

Resolution: Continue to participate in the “Taiwan Religious Groups Care

for Family Alliance”. Each diocese should create a pastoral care
team to work with those who have same sex orientation.

V.B: The CRBC Section for Family will collaborate with the
St. Gianna Pro-Life Center in Hsinchu in organizing
conferences to protect and care for life and family from
September 16-21, 2014.

Explanation:

1. The “Asian Protect and Care for Life and Family Groups” will hold its
9th Conference in 2015. Taiwan will host the conference. The CRBC
Section for Family and the St. Gianna Pro-Life Center of the Hsinchu
diocese will work together to plan for the conference and oversee related

matters.

2. In order to help people have a better understanding of the true meaning
of protecting and caring for life and the family, the CRBC Section for
Family and the St. Gianna Pro-Life Center of the Hsinchu diocese will
work together to organize conferences for priests from September 16-18,
2014 and for the faithful from September 19-21, 2014.
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3. All diocesan Commissions for the Family (Sections for the Family)
are also invited to participate in these conferences. Support for and
participation in these conferences is strongly encouraged. These
conferences were already approved during the Spring Meeting on March
29, 2014 by all the diocesan Commissions for the Family (Sections for
the Family), and afterwards families were invited to participate.

Means: Encourage all dioceses to support these conferences as
much as possible, and send suitable priests and faithful to
attend the conferences.

Resolution: Agreed and approved.

V.C: To help the faithful understand what pastoral knowledge is
needed to care for people who are attracted to others of the
same sex, the CRBC Section for the Family will organize a
conference in the morning of August 23, 2014 in the 2nd floor
conference room of the CRBC Secretariat Administrative
Bldg.

Explanation:
1. Due to the endless social debate on the issue of same-sex marriage,
the faithful often feel at a loss when dealing with this issue.

2. In order to help the faithful know how to deal properly with persons
of same sex orientation, and to further understand various pastoral
approaches, the “Team for the Pastoral Care of Homosexuals” from the
Hong Kong diocese has been specially invited to come and share their
practical experiences.

3. Hopefully this sharing of experiences will help the dioceses in
creating groups for the pastoral evangelization of persons attracted to
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others of the same-sex.

Means: Encourage each diocese to support, as much as possible, this
conference, and to send suitable faithful to attend the conference.

Resolution: Agreed and approved.

VARIA:

1. The Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples approved “to
modify the limit of competence for alienation of ecclesiastical
properties” to US$2,000,000.

Explanation:

Code of Canon 638 §3. “For the validity of alienation and of any other
affair in which the patrimonial condition of a juridic person can worsen,
the written permission of the competent superior with the consent of the
council is required.

Nevertheless, if it concerns an affair which exceeds the amount defined
by the Holy See for each region, or things given to the Church by vow,
or things precious for artistic or historical reasons, the permission of
the Holy See itself is also required.” As a result, religious communities
should be informed.

Resolution: Send a letter to the Regional Association of Major Religious
Superiors of Men and Women and inform them of this new regulation.

2. One of the resolutions of the 2012 CRBC Autumn Plenary Assembly
was: “In principle, once every two or three years a National
Eucharistic Congress can be organized. The date and venue of each
National Eucharistic Congress will be decided during the CRBC
plenary assemblies.”
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Explanation: Date: September 22, 2014 (10:00 — 14:30)

There should be a new theme for each Eucharistic Congress, while Venue: CRBC Secretariat Administrative Building (39 An Ju Street, Taipei)

maintaining the continuity of a series of Eucharistic Congresses. All of 4. 2nd Asia Pacific Conference on Migration and Family

the themes should help the faith life of the faithful to mature. There is Date: September 25-28, 2014

a need to re-define the National Eucharistic Congress, and decide the Venue: Taichung Diocese

themes of the Eucharistic Congresses for the next 15 years after the June 5. 2014 Autumn Standing Committee Meeting

7 Eucharistic Congress. Date: October 27, 2014 (Mon) 3:00 pm (tentative)

Venue: CRBC Secretariat Administrative Building (39 An Ju Street, Taipei)

Resolution: Entrust to the Commission for the Sacred Liturgy the Prepared by: FR. OTRIED CHAN

responsibility of writing proposals and making a report during the Secretary General

Autumn Plenary Assembly.

3. To reiterate with President Ma Ying-jeou the following stance:
“Respect for life, abolish the death penalty”.

Explanation: ~y E— : _ R
Fr. Willy Ollevier, CICM, the Coordinator General for Justice, Peace and =
Integrity of Creation from the Association of Major Religious Superiors
in Taiwan, when presenting a report to Caritas-Taiwan suggested that the \§
b

CRBC wrrite a letter with joint signatures to President Ma Ying-jeou, to
give moral support to Chiou Ho-Shun, a convict sentenced to death.

Resolution: Approved. Fr. Willy Ollevier will draft the letter. @
Meetings:

1. 50" Annual General Meeting of the Men and Women Religious Superiors
Date: April 28, 2014 (14:00 Opening Mass) — May 1 (11:00 Closing Mass)
Venue: St. Paul’s Pastoral Center, Hualien

2. National Eucharistic Congress
Date: June 7, 2014 (13:00 — 17:00)

Venue: Taoyuan Arena

3. Bishops and Religious Superiors Joint Meeting
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