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Letter of His Holiness Pope Francis
to H.E. Cardinal Fernando Filoni

To our Venerable Brother
Ferdinand Cardinal Filoni
Prefect of the Congregation for Evangelization of Peoples

“At the Last Supper, on the night he was betrayed, our Saviour instituted
the Eucharistic sacrifice of his Body and Blood, in order to perpetuate the
sacrifice of the Cross throughout the ages until he should come again, and
so to entrust to his beloved Spouse, the Church, a memorial of his death
and resurrection” (Sacrosanctum Concilium, nr. 47). It is appropriate,
therefore, that we go to Christ our God, present in the sacrament of the
Eucharist, in order to adore Him with true faith and to receive him from
the hands of the priests with a pure and pious heart.

With joyful heart, We came to know that the Bishops of Taiwan, together
with the faithful, will soon be celebrating the IV National Eucharistic
Congress — rejoicing and singing to the Lord hidden under the species
of bread: «All my fountains are in You» (Ps 87, 7). This young Catholic
community, whose dioceses were constituted in the XX century, is eager,
though not without difficulties, to preserve and testify to their faith in
Christ.

On that account, last year Our venerable Brother John Hung Shan-
chuan, S.V.D., Metropolitan Archbishop of Taipei and President of the
Chinese Regional Bishops’ Conference, in the name of his Brother
Bishops and the Faithful, has respectfully invited Us to participate some
manner in the above-mentioned Congress. However, since We cannot
personally be present there, We consider it right to send a Cardinal who
can represent Our person, so that part of the Lord’s flock may feel the
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bond of unity with the universal Church and the Successor of Saint Peter,
as well as experience Our concern and love. Therefore, We turn to you,
Our Venerable Brother, who is the Prefect of the Congregation for the
Evangelization of Peoples and has proved yourself for many years very
zealous and faithful in service of the Holy See, in various important
offices and Representations.

Therefore, We gladly appoint you Our Special Envoy for the final
celebration of the IV National Eucharistic Congress, that is to take
place on the 1st of March next, in the city of Chiayi, in Taiwan. On this
occasion, together with the sacred Pastors and all the Christians, you are
invited to render thanks — as the word “Eucharist” itself means — for the
divine gift of faith and baptism, through which we are made partakers of
Christ’s death, resurrection and life (cf. Rom 6,4; Col 2,12), while being
sumptuously nourished on this earth with the same Eucharistic Bread.
You should also give encouragement to those who have received the
same divine life in the Church and, indeed, the ineffable dignity of God’s
children, so that they may remain faithful to the Lord with all their hearts
(cf. Acts 11,23) and, as witnesses of Christ, may come wholeheartedly to
the assistance of their brothers and sisters in need.

We shall accompany your mission with prayers so that this event may
indeed contribute greatly to the spiritual growth and strengthening of faith
of all the people, and at the same time produce more fruits of love. Kindly
convey Our greetings to all there, and, through the intercession of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of the Apostles, and of St. Paschal Baylon
and all the other Saints who had a special devotion to the Most Holy
Sacrament, you are to impart, in Our name and with great affection, the
Apostolic Blessing, as a pledge of heavenly graces, to all the participants
of the Eucharistic Congress.

From the Vatican, 14th day of the month of February, in the year 2019,
sixth of our Pontificate.

Francis
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Franciscus
Epistula Data
Ferdinando S.R.E. Cardinali Filoni
Venerabili Fratri Nostro
Ferdinando S.R.E. Cardinali Filoni
Congregationis pro Gentium Evangeliza-
tione Praefecto

“Salvator noster, in cena novissima, qua nocte tradebatur, Sacrificium
Eucharisticum Corporis et Sanguinis sui instituit, quo Sacrificium
Crucis in saecula, donec veniret, perpetuaret, atque adeo Ecclesiae
dilectae sponsae memoriale concrederet mortis et resurrectionis suae”
(Sacrosanctum concilium 47). Adeamus ergo oportet Christum Deum, in
Eucharistiae sacramento praesentem, viva fide adorandum ac mundo corde
pie ex manibus sacerdotum accipiendum.

Laetanti quidem animo novimus sacros Taivaniae Praesules, simul cum
fidelibus — quasi duos choros ducentes, Domino in Panis specie abscondito
cantantes: «Omnes fontes mei in Te» (Ps 87,7) — mox IV Congressum
Eucharisticum Nationalem esse celebraturos. [uvenis autem catholica
haec communitas, cuius dioeceses XX saeculo sunt institutae, non sine
difficultatibus, fidem in Christum servare ac testari nititur.

Idcirco Venerabilis Frater Ioannes Hung Shan-chuan, S.V.D.,
Archiepiscopus Metropolita Taipehensis, Praeses Sinensis Regionalis
Conferentiae Episcoporum, nomine Fratrum in Episcopatu omniumque
Christifidelium, superiore anno humanissime Nos invitavit ad memoratum
Congressum aliquo modo participandum. Cum autem Nos Ipsi haud illuc
adire possumus, arbitramur iustum esse ut Patrem Purpuratum mittamus,
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qui Nostram digne gerat personam, quo illa pars Dominici gregis
universali cum Ecclesia et beati Petri Successore unitatis vinculum magis
persentiat Nostramque experiatur sollicitudinem et caritatem. Ad te ergo
mentem Nostram vertimus, Venerabilis Frater Noster, qui Congregationi
pro Gentium Evangelizatione praees multosque iam per annos actuosum et
fidelem te praebes Apostolicae Sedis ministrum in variis magni ponderis
officiis et legationibus.

Quam ob rem fidenter te Nostrum Missum Extraordinarium constituimus
ad conclusivam celebrationem IV Congressus Eucharistici Nationalis, die
I proximi mensis Martii in urbe Kiayiensi in Taivania peragendam. Hac
data occasione cum sacris Pastoribus omnibusque christianis fervidas
reddes gratias — quod voce “Eucharistia” significatur — pro sublimi dono
fidei et baptismatis quo Christi mortis, resurrectionis et vitae participes
efficimur (cfr Rom 6,4; Col 2,12), atque, hac in terra peregrinantes, Ipso,
eucharistico Pane, copiose enutrimur. Hortaberis etiam eos, qui ita in
Ecclesia vitam divinam et prorsus ineffabilem filiorum Dei dignitatem
susceperunt, ut proposito cordis permaneant in Domino (cfr Act 11,23)
et Christi testes effecti fratribus subveniant animi corporisque in
necessitatibus.

Quo demum hic eventus in spiritale totius populi bonum magis proficiat
eiusque corroboret fidem, maturioresque simul edat caritatis fructus,
legationem tuam Nostris comitabimur precibus. Salutationem quoque
Nostram omnibus illic transmittendam curabis atque per intercessionem
Beataec Mariae Virginis Reginae Apostolorum, sancti Paschalis Baylon
ceterorumque Sanctorum qui erga Sanctissimum Sacramentum
peculiarem devotionem coluerunt, Benedictionem Apostolicam, caelestis
gratiae pignus, Nostro nomine Congressus Eucharistici participantibus
peramanter largiaris.

Ex Aedibus Vaticanis, die XIV mensis Februarii, anno MMXIX,
Pontificatus Nostri sexto.

Franciscus
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Homily
National Eucharistic Congress
of Taiwan

Dear Brother Bishops and Priests,
Ilustrious Civil and Military Officials,

Brothers and Sisters in Christ.

Today the Church in Taiwan, here in Chiayi, is gathered in the final act
of its 4th Eucharistic Congress. I am particularly happy to be with you,
thus making present, in some way, Pope Francis, who wished that I would
represent him as his Special Envoy. I would like to assure you that, even
though he could not personally participate in this encounter, he gladly
unites himself to us, with the same affection, esteem, and consideration he
would have expressed in person.

With this solemn Liturgy, the 4th Eucharistic Congress draws to a close.
But what do we mean by a ‘congress’ and why, dear brothers and sisters,
is it considered ‘eucharistic’?

The term ‘congress’ refers to an event of particular importance. Today’s
event is certainly significant, because it is the coming together of all the
baptized. The term ‘eucharistic’ calls to mind the ‘sign’, indicative of
Jesus, which he left for his Disciples and the early Church. Through this
‘identifying sign’ Christians would be united to Him and become the
family of God in a ‘new covenant’ open to all men and women of all times
and places, and founded on the offering of Jesus’ own life to the Father.

The Eucharist is, therefore, the sacrament par eccellence that binds us to
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the life of Jesus. We, too, are drawn to Christ in the same way referred
to in today’s Gospel. As Jesus passed through the towns of Galilee, the
crowds were fascinated by him and amazed at his words and his very
person. They were desirous to listen to him as he spoke to them of the
Kingdom of God and healed “those who needed to be cured” (Lk 9:11b).

Jesus’ attraction was so strong that, at times, those who listened to him
forgot about their own needs, because his preaching fascinated them to
the point of making the time pass rather quickly. The Gospel also recalls
the event of the multiplication of the loaves that satisfied the hunger of
all who listened to Jesus. In the Church, this event is considered an early
image of the Eucharist, the living Bread that satisfies the hunger for God
of those who believe in Christ.

I like to think that we also desire, this very day, to be drawn by Jesus,
whose living presence has been promised to us: “For where two or three
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are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them” (Mt
18:20).

What was it that amazed Jesus’ contemporaries, if not the fact that he
spoke to them of God, not in terms of an idea, a theory, or a dry doctrine,
but as one who is like a father or a mother who loves his children, who
speaks of life and of the meaning of life, with its joys and its difficulties,
with its dramas and its hopes. He revealed to us the face of a God who
does not abandon his creation to its own destiny, separating himself from
it - a God who is not cold and indifferent to human suffering, but who
shares in human realities. Jesus, in fact, before raising a child from the
dead in Nain, first suffered with the child’s mother, who had just watched
her baby die. He listened to the plea of Jairus and restored his daughter
to life. He shared in the social exclusion and suffering of the lepers who
asked him for mercy, sending them home healed. He also gave sight
to the man born blind. He rejoiced with the mothers who brought their
babies to him, and, caressing them, he blessed them. He understood the
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tragedy of the woman who had been ill for fifteen years and granted her
healing, confirming her also in the faith. Jesus did not even judge the
adulterous woman whom some wanted to stone, but, lifted her up from the
ground from where she had been thrust with disdain, and sent her home
reconciled. Finally, he asked to stay at the house of Zacchaeus, a rich and
dishonest businessman, transforming his heart and very life, making him
generous.

In this Congress, we want Christ to speak also to us. We desire, in
particular, that he speak to our lives: to the spouses who do not understand
and love each other as they once did; to the mothers and fathers who
have serious problems with their children because of addiction to alcohol
and drugs; to those who are afflicted with cancer or other serious illness,
to those who, because of a lack of work or otherwise, live in a state of
serious poverty. Finally, we want Jesus to speak to the elderly and to those
who are at the end of their lives, perhaps even losing their purpose for
living. Each person knows his own suffering, his own poverty, his own
moral or spiritual disorder, and needs to hear a good and true word, to be
understood and taken care of.

When the Bishops of Taiwan decided to celebrate this Eucharistic
Congress, they did not intend to organize another event or religious
celebration as in the past. They knew well that the society in which we
are immersed needs, rather, to slow down a bit, and that in our lives,
filled with many things, it is necessary to be deeply spiritually renewed,
to rediscover the breath of God that gives life. We all know that, as
Christians, we need to be strengthened in the faith in order to continue our
journey with generosity, faith, and hope, like the two Disciples of Jesus
who encountered the Risen One as they made their way from Jerusalem
to Emmaus. They were reinvigorated by his words and regained spiritual
strength and great joy. Then, during supper, they recognized him in
the ‘breaking’ of bread, a gesture that opened their eyes and permitted
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them to recognize, in that traveler, the living Lord. That gesture called
to mind the Last Supper of Jesus and became, for the two Disciples
and for the Church, the sign of the presence of Christ who would never
abandon the community of faithful, and who, as the ‘Bread’ of eternal
life, would nourish every believer on the journey of life. In the Eucharist,
the prophetic words of Psalm 87:7 are fulfilled: “All my springs are in
you,” words that are the theme of this Congress and that, according to the
Psalmist, are the festive song of the People of God for the presence of the
Lord among them.

A Eucharistic Congress, in fact, is precisely a great opportunity to rejoice
in the presence of Jesus, to encounter Jesus alive in the Eucharist. The
Eucharist is the great gift that Jesus himself left for his Church as a
memorial of himself, a memorial of that perfect offering eternally made by
the Father. In the Eucharist, we enter into the Mystery that brought about
our reconciliation with God. In the Eucharist, Jesus continues to intercede
for us before the Father and renews his prayer of praise and expiation. The
Eucharist is the re-actualization of the work of redemption and our bond
of charity; it is the sacrament of faith and our viaticum, the sign and cause
of unity in the Church, the center of life of the Christian community; it is
that which gives vitality and always renews the Church; it is the source
and summit of the entire work of evangelization.

Thus, each time we celebrate the Eucharist, the Holy Mass, we not only
make present the Supper of the Lord with his Disciples, but we also
relive the same Supper with Jesus and the Apostles, in the most sacred
gesture that can be celebrated from one end of the Earth to the other. In
the ‘breaking’ of the Eucharistic Bread, we ultimately are brought into
communion with Christ.

In the Second Reading, taken from the First Letter of St. Paul to the
Corinthians, the Apostle recounts how Jesus celebrated the Last Supper,
which was, at the same time, the constitutive rite of the early Church. The
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words of Paul are very instructive; let us listen to them again with due
attention: “Jesus, on the night he was handed over, took bread, and, after
he had given thanks, broke it and said, ‘This is my body that is for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way also the cup [...] saying,
‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this [...] in remembrance
of me’” (1 Corinthians 11:23-25). Then the Apostle explained to the
Corinthians that, in repeating that which Jesus desired, the mystery of
salvation is forever renewed. In this, the entire spiritual good of the
Church is encompassed, forever.

To the early Church among the gentiles, as in Corinth, Saint Paul
entrusted the same sacrament that was celebrated in the first Judeo-
Christian communities. In that way, Paul completed his ministry of
evangelization. In fact, it would not have been sufficient to bring only the
oral message of Jesus, but it was necessary, also, to give the Eucharist to
the community in Corinth, without which the work of salvation would not
have been complete. It is by means of the missionary work of proclaiming
the Gospel and celebrating the Eucharist that the Church acquires strength
to give witness to Jesus and to carry out her mission among the people.
The Eucharist, the Church’s daily memory of Jesus, brings about grace
and missionary commitment.

At this point, therefore, I would like to say a word about the importance of
missionary work, so necessary on this Island of Taiwan, where the Church
is still small, notwithstanding the many years of evangelization and her
many valuable social and educational works. The work of evangelization
cannot be delegated only to a group of missionaries; it must involve
everyone: bishops, priests, religious men and women, the lay faithful,
families, and even children, who are missionaries to their contemporaries.
The work of evangelization, if nourished by the Eucharist, allows the
Gospel to bear fruit. In fact, the Eucharist is the very source of the mission
of evangelization. Proclaiming Jesus to all is not optional, nor is it a mere
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consequence in the life of the Church. Rather, it is an essential part of her,
because a Church without missionary zeal is sterile. Pope Francis said it
clearly: “Let us not allow ourselves to be robbed of the Gospel!” (EG 97).
In other words, “Let us not allow ourselves to be robbed of missionary
vigor!” (EG 109). These are expressions that call to mind the first
missionary plea, that of the pagan Macedonian, who in a vision implored
the Apostle Paul: “Come over to Macedonia and help us” (Acts 16:9).
That plea represents the perennial cry for evangelization. In this way, we
understand, even more, the missionary heart of the Church, which never
ceases to beat, always with the same anticipation, the same enthusiasm,
and the same passion. It is a missionary heart that finds its source and
strength in the Eucharist. And the Church desires still today, perhaps
more than ever, to respond to the mandate of the Risen Jesus to bring the
Gospel to all peoples. Thus, as long as humanity hungers and thirsts for
Christ, the proclamation of the Gospel, flowing from that same missionary
heart, will continue, configured to the reality of each culture, but within
the context of the unique catholicity that unites all in the same faith. In
fact, the Gospel and the Eucharist stir up the Church’s passion for human
beings, for the whole of humanity, which is today in serious difficulty.
In an egoistic and materialistic world, we feel the need “for a new vision
aimed at promoting a humanism of fraternity and solidarity between
individuals and peoples” (Letter Humana communitas of His Holiness
Pope Francis, n. 6, 6 January 2019).

With the Gospel and the Eucharist, fraternity is born and develops as a
new frontier of Christianity among the people. Fraternity, in fact, seems
to be what is rather lacking in a modern world that is developed in many
ways, yet so in need of true communion between people and nations. It is
necessary that, in these times, a greater sense of respect and understanding
of human life and the life of all people is formed and built up.

The Church, with her message and her values, wants to contribute

2019 / No.369

profoundly to the growth of fraternity among peoples, as a new frontier,
since she safeguards and brings to all the signs of the blessing of God and
the spiritual richness of which she is the guardian. Beyond existential and
geographic borders marked by languages and people, fraternity becomes
the gift of God to humanity.

May this Eucharistic Congress help the Church in Taiwan to deeply
reflect upon her mission and her role in the context of the reality in which
she belongs, and to contribute, with her own witness and faithfulness to
Christ, to the common good of the People of this Nation.

And may the Eucharist be for all of you the source of life and Christian
mission. Amen.
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Homily of Card. Filoni,
in occasion of the Holy Mass

celebrated in the Parish of Douliu
Saturday, 02/03/2019

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

In today’s Gospel, some children are brought to Jesus so that He may
touch them, but the disciples rebuke them. When Jesus sees this, He is
indignant and asks them to let the children come to Him, for “the kingdom
of God belongs to such as these.”

What are the special characteristics specific to children, by virtue of which
Jesus affirms that the Kingdom of God belongs to those who are like
them?

In effect, children are the symbol of simplicity and spontaneity; they are
those who embrace the Lord’s message with confidence. Jesus invites
every adult to welcome the Kingdom of God “as a child”, that is, with
an open and trusting heart, with great simplicity, and with the same
promptness, docility, and trust' with which a child relates to his father and
calls him “dad”, or “papa”. The Evangelist uses the verb “to embrace” so
as to express the close relationship between Jesus and the little children,
because Jesus loves children for these qualities and welcomes them into
His Kingdom.

Following Jesus’ teaching, the early Church considered children to be
fully incorporated members of the community. In this perspective, it is not
surprising that all children, even those born in mixed marriages — that is,

1 Cf. Rudolf Schnackenburg, Vangelo secondo Marco, Citta Nuova,
1994, V* ed., Rome, 253.
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between Christians and pagans —, by virtue of their baptism are considered
“saints” by the Apostle Paul (cf. 1 Corinthians 7:14).

These typical qualities found in children invite us adults to recuperate
that which, with the passage of time and as a result of life’s negative
experiences, we have lost. They invite us to rediscover the simplicity,
faith, promptness, and sweetness of accepting the message of the Gospel,
and thus belong to the Kingdom of Heaven.

Even if Jesus is not physically present among us, everyone, especially
children, can have a true and personal relationship with Him, particularly
through prayer. Their prayers rise up to Heaven. They can obtain divine
graces from God for themselves and for all those who entrust themselves
to their prayer. We must not be an obstacle; instead, we should teach and
encourage them to pray by accompanying them with our example. With
this, I am referring to the task of parents, grandparents, catechists, and
parish priests.

Dear parents, dear grandparents, do not deny your children the opportunity
of coming to church, thus excluding them from the ecclesial life. Pope
Francis affirmed, “Babies and children cry, they make noise, they run
about ... and it bothers me greatly when a child cries in church and people
expect him or her to leave. No! It is the best sermon. The cry of a child is

122

the voice of God. Never, ever send them out of the church

The period of childhood is extremely important; it entirely marks the
rest of a person’s life. A child who grows up in a family that abounds in
mutual love between its members is serene; he learns to think of others
and not be selfish. He also learns how to act before God, following his
conscience, because God, whom he encounters in prayer, is always with
him, in his heart. On the other hand, a child who grows up in a divided
and quarrelsome family — and especially when he is criticized, humiliated,
and beaten — will be influenced in his relationship with God, with Jesus
Himself, by these negative experiences. He will imagine God to be
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violent, incomprehensible, severe, rigid, and unapproachable.

Children are also the symbol of those who are weak, small, and
vulnerable: the sick, suffering, abandoned, elderly, prisoners, those whose
voice is often disregarded, and those whose life is often considered a
burden for the family and for society. The Church teaches us that life, at
every stage, has its own dignity, because it is created in His image (cf.
Sirach 17: 3). In fact, we are all His children; we are equally precious
in the eyes of God. By the offering up of their daily sacrifices, the weak
obtain God’s graces for the world and for the Church, and we thus benefit
from them even without knowing it. Let us pray that these brothers
and sisters, who have been somewhat marginalized because of life’s
circumstances, may truly be integrated to the life of the Church and our
life; the Kingdom of Heaven belongs also to them. Jesus does not exclude
anyone but rather, through His Eucharistic presence, embraces everyone
and still today accompanies us on our journey, until the end of the world.

A Chinese proverb says: “Life is a sea of suffering (ren sheng ku hai)”.
Nobody is exempt from suffering. In fact, all of us experience suffering.
We sometimes find ourselves weak and helpless. In this sense, we are like
children. Nevertheless, Jesus invites us to draw closer to Him — “come to
me, all of you who are weary and burdened” (Mt 11: 28) — and to carry
our daily cross with Him.

Jesus teaches us how to deal with suffering and with our sometimes
painful relationships with others. Since we belong to the same family
of God and to the one Church, we all have the duty to make it purer and
more beautiful, so that people may see our good works and give glory the
Father who is in Heaven (Mt 5:16).

Let us entrust our good aspirations and our prayers to Our Lady of
the Holy Rosary, Patroness of the parish of Douliu. She will make our
anxieties and our needs her own, and will intercede before Jesus on our
behalf, so that we may be comforted by divine grace and thus be able to
console all those who suffer (cf. 2 Corinthians 1: 4). Amen!
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Address in occasion of the
Blessing Ceremony of Anna Home &
Joachim Day Care Centre

Talin, Yunlin County, Chiayi Diocese
Saturday, 2 March 2019

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I greet you with affection and bring you the blessing of the Holy Father.

I want you to know that the family of God, the Church, is close to you.
You are a part of her and you have a mission to carry out, a contribution to
give. The period that you are living, both on a human and spiritual level,
is particularly fruitful for all humanity.

Being advanced in age, in fact, brings with it many charisms: selflessness,
memory, experience, interdependence, and a more complete vision of life
("The Dignity of Older People and Their Mission in the Church and in the
World", Pontifical Council for the Laity, 1 October 1998).

Unfortunately, we live in a society that constantly fears old age and
illness. In fact, many perceive this period of their life as a loss of all that
once satisfied them in their active years, thus causing them to worry. Our
society also tends to exclude and marginalize those who are no longer
“useful” or efficient.

This was not so in the past it. The elderly were respected; the sick were
helped. Today’s language, on the contrary, tends to justify or in some way
re-dimension this reality.
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Certainly, persons worn down by serious illnesses and suffering can be

tempted to despair. Those who take care of them can be tempted to make
false gestures of compassion that try to justify definitive solutions to
alleviate such suffering.

On the other hand, in the Sacred Scriptures we see that respecting the
elderly is a commandment: “Stand up in the presence of the aged, show
respect for the old, and fear your God. I am the Lord” (Leviticus 19:32).

There are many elderly people in the Bible, such as Abraham, Sarah,
and Moses, who demonstrate not only the value of wisdom, but also the
capacity to grow in faith despite being advanced in years.

Tobit is also an important figure. With humility and courage, he faithfully
observed the laws of God, helped those in need, and endured his blindness
with patience (Tobit 3:16-17).
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We also have the example of Elizabeth and Zachariah, parents of John the
Baptist, who were “advanced in years” (Luke 1:7). They lived out one of
the most important charisms typical of those who are advanced in age: the
charism of prayer and faithfulness to God.

Simeon and Anna also anxiously awaited the Messiah. Thanks to the
astuteness of their faith, they were able to recognize that the newborn
baby brought to the Temple to be offered to God according to Jewish
law was indeed the Savior (Luke 2:29). Their teaching is important; they
give witness to the fact that old age is a reality that is to be accepted and
lived with joy. It is to be lived in anticipation of the fulfillment of God’s
promises to his people.

We also see in the Gospel that those who suffer illness likewise receive
special attention from Jesus.

Dear elderly brothers and sisters,

Saint John Paul II called us the “guardians of shared memory” (Letter
to the Elderly, 1 October 1999): “the signs of human frailty which
are clearly connected with advanced age become a summons to the
mutual dependence and indispensable solidarity which link the different
generations, inasmuch as every person needs others and draws enrichment
from the gifts and charisms of all.”

An ancient African proverb says: whenever an elderly person dies, it’s as
if a library burns down.

Those who are sick truly participate in the suffering body of Christ; they
live the sufferings that he himself endured. In imitation of Jesus, who
offered his sufferings to the Father, into whose hands he commended his
spirit, our own suffering can also become a sacrifice pleasing to God.
Being helped, sustained, and accompanied in this stage of your life is not
a degradation of your being. It is, rather, a different way to love and feel
loved. We are relational beings; no one can live alone and without help.
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To all of you, dear brothers and sisters, who take care of these people,
please know that your service is valuable in the measure in which it
aspires not only to organizational efficiency but also to affectionate care.

Mother Teresa of Calcutta never ceased repeating: “The greatest suffering
is being lonely, feeling unloved, just having no one. Without a heart full of
love and generous hands it is impossible to heal a person who suffers from
loneliness.”

We are all called to live this generosity: the sick offer their sufferings,
health care workers offer their professionalism, volunteers give of their
time, the entire Christian community is present by means of prayers and
of physical and spiritual accompaniment (see Message of His Holiness
Pope Francis for the XXVII World Day of the Sick 2019). All of this can
be summed up in one expression: “to be a family”, to create bonds, to
maintain relationships, to create dialogue between different generations.

The deepest sense of life is not found in strength or productivity but - I
repeat - in loving and being loved.

In your lives, your work, and your service, you must always turn to Mary,
Handmaid of the handmaids of the Lord, and pray that your witness may
always be firmly grounded in the “rock” that is Christ (Matthew 7:24-27).
May the Lord Jesus make you strong in faith and hope and fill your hearts
with peace and joy. “Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened,
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for
I am meek and humble of heart; and you will find rest for yourselves”
(Matthew 11:28-29).
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Discorso per la visita al Seminario
Maggiore

Cari fratelli e sorelle, mi fa piacere rivolgere a voi le stesse parole che Dio
rivolse a Mos¢ come formula di benedizione.

“Ti benedica il Signore e ti protegga. Il Signore faccia brillare il suo volto
su di te e ti sia propizio. Il Signore rivolga su di te il suo volto e ti conceda
pace” (Nm 6.24-26)

E un’espressione rituale con cui ¢ particolarmente significativo iniziare un
incontro.

Dio attraverso Mose¢ dice una cosa al suo popolo: voi benedirete!

Impariamo tutti quanti, nei nostri ambiti, a “bene-dicere”: dire bene di noi
stessi, degli altri, di Dio, della Chiesa, a dire bene del tempo, del giorno.
Non siamo un partito, non siamo una ideologia.

Ecco noi chi siamo: individui che amano e che benedicono. Credo che
questa sia 1’esperienza piu bella alla quale siamo chiamati. Il Signore ci
doni la gioia di vivere accanto a tanti uomini e donne e di avere con loro
la faccia contenta, il volto solare, una parola solare.

“Benedetto Dio, Padre del Signore nostro Gesu Cristo, che ci ha benedetti
con ogni benedizione spirituale nei cieli in Cristo” (Efesini 1,3).

E questo uno dei compiti che voglio affidarvi oggi: imparare a bene-dire.
Un altro compito che vi affido ¢: imparare ad ascoltare.

La Chiesa, negli ultimi anni, ha intensificato un cammino iniziato con
il Concilio Vaticano II: si ¢ aperta ancora di piu all’ascolto. Esempio di
questo sono i due Sinodi sulla Famiglia che si sono avuti cosi ravvicinati e
gli altri a seguire. L’ascolto ¢ fondamentale: per noi stessi, per il rapporto
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che abbiamo con Dio (la nostra vocazione) e per il rapporto con gli altri.

In questo, ci viene in aiuto sempre Pietro. Colui che ha percorso un
cammino fatto di atteggiamenti spesso istintivi, di incertezze verso il
Signore. Quante volte, anche nel nostro impegno quotidiano, come Pietro
buttiamo le reti, fatichiamo al buio, senza prendere nulla.

E a questo punto che interviene la Parola salvifica di Cristo che chiede di
ascoltarLo e di lavorare sulla Sua parola, capace di rendere fecondo cio
che fecondo non ¢ ad occhio umano. Nell’ascolto scopriremo che Cristo
non ci chiama a fare altre cose, ma a farle per un altro scopo. Pietro, in
effetti, rimane pescatore ma di uomini. L’ascolto implica necessariamente
I’affidamento: la Parola di Dio ¢ potente ma opera nell’obbedienza alla
sua fede. “Operare la verita nella carita” (Efesini 4, 15).

La Parola di Dio ¢ sempre di aiuto per vivere una vita cristiana piena
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e degna. “Tienili sempre legati al cuore ¢ attaccati al collo. Quando
camminerai, ti guideranno; quando dormirai, veglieranno su di te; al tuo
risveglio ti parleranno” (Proverbi 6, 21-22). La parola di Dio al momento
giusto ¢ di inestimabile valore!

Ultimo compito che voglio affidarvi ¢: imparare a custodire. Tra le tante
declinazioni che puo assumere il termine custodire, mi soffermero solo su
una: essere custodi dei nostri fratelli. Questo ¢ il segno piu eloquente del
nostro essere cristiani. “Amatevi come io vi ho amati” (Giovanni 15, 12).

Custodire il fratello vuol dire custodire I’amore, la presenza di Dio in
lui, custodire la forza salvifica dello Spirito Santo che ¢ in lui: in pratica
custodirlo come “immagine del Figlio” nel quale tutti siamo amati e
redenti.

Cari fratelli e sorelle, la Chiesa Universale conta molto su di voi,
soprattutto ora, in un contesto storico nel quale siamo chiamati a “costruire
ponti”. La Chiesa in Taiwan e la Chiesa in Cina Continentale vive oggi
un momento di grazia con un compito, una sfida e un’opportunita unica
rispetto al passato: rimuovere ogni confusione, ogni dubbio e ogni
perplessita circa il servizio che, come comunita cattolica, vogliamo
rendere alle persone e ai loro bisogni.

Fate tesoro del Messaggio che il Santo Padre Francesco ha rivolto ai
Cattolici Cinesi e alla Chiesa Universale(26/9/18). Questo messaggio ¢ un
messaggio d’amore del Santo Padre verso la Chiesa in Cina.

Ci saranno sofferenze? Certo. La vita in Cristo non ¢ sinonimo di “assenza
di problemi”. Amare la Croce di Gesu, come scrive San Paolo, ai Galati:
“Quanto a me non ci sia altro vanto che nella croce del Signore nostro
Gesu Cristo” (6,14). - Seguire Cristo a volte comporta vivere situazioni
difficili. Essere cristiani significa altro: vuol dire impegnarsi ogni giorno
nell’amare ogni individuo.

In questo vostro cammino, vi siano di aiuto due testimoni della fede:
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il Card. Paul Shan Kuo-Hsi, gesuita, vescovo di Kaohsiung, splendido
esempio di “ponte” impegnato nel dialogo interreligioso e nella
“convivenza pacifica” tra Stato e Chiesa. E di Sr. Tu Hulyao, scomparsa
prematuramente per malattia, dedita alla missione del Vangelo tra i
giovani taiwanesi sempre pronta ad ascoltare e ad affrontare nuove sfide.

Benedire, ascoltare, custodire. Facciamo nostro 1’esempio di questi fratelli
che, come Maria, Madre della Chiesa, testimoniano a tutti noi che quello
che ci rende fecondi sono la fede, la disponibilita e 1’obbedienza.

Impegnatevi affinché “risplenda la vostra luce davanti agli uomini,

affinché vedano le vostre buone opere e glorifichino il Padre vostro che ¢
nei cieli” (Matteo 5, 16).
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At the service of a more Visible
Unity of the Body of Christ

On February 25, 2019, Pastor Chen Jian Zhong (& ® ) and Bishop
Thomas Zhong An Zu 4£ % i@ concluded the handover of the presidency
of the National Council of Churches of Taiwan (NCCT). The ceremony
was held at the Headquarter of the Methodists, at Guangfu South Rd., 438.
Two months earlier, on January 7, 2019, Bp. Thomas was clected as a new
President of the NCCT, for a term of two years.

NCCT is one of the first interdenominational organizations fostering
ecumenical cooperation in Taiwan. Some of its members sympathized
with the vision mission of the World Council of Churches in the 50’s and
have been striving to the creation of a cross denominational organization.
NCCT was created in 1991. Its actual members include the Presbyterian
Church in Taiwan, Taiwan Episcopal Church, Methodist Church in the
Republic of China, Taiwan Lutheran Church, Chinese Regional Bishops’
Conference (Roman Catholic Church), Greek Orthodox Church, Bible
Society in Taiwan, Christian Audio Visual Association Republic of China,
Mackay Memorial Hospital, Taiwan Christian Service, The Garden of
Hope Foundation, World Vision, Young Women's Christian Association of
Taiwan, and Young Men's Christian Association of Taiwan. Unlike many
other places, the Roman Catholic Church is a full-pledged member of the
National Council of Churches.

NCCT fosters its goals of a visible unity and common Christian witness
through its five established five desks. NCCT Desks are composed of
representatives of various denominations and assigned specific tasks. The
desk for ecumenical unity organizes ecumenical prayers; women desk
insures an on-going Christian formation on topic of shared concern. Other
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considered one of the latest outstanding achievements of NCCT.
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Ecumenism by definition refers to the process of bringing together
Christians of different denominations, confessional and theological
backgrounds in view of a more intense, vivid, rationalized and visible
unity of the Church or Body of Christ. Could there be a better wish for
the two year term of Bp. Thomas, if not seeing Catholics walking together
with other Christian believers in making Jesus more loved, more known
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