Attachment 1

AYD PRELIMINARY  MESSAGE

Come November 20-27, 2009, an estimated two thousand youth ministers and leaders from all over Asia, together with their Bishops and the clergy, will gather in the Philippines for YAsia Fiesta, the 5th Asian Youth Day with the theme: 

Young Asians: Come together, 

Share the Word and Live the Eucharist

YAsia Fiesta’s objectives are: to renew ones faith in and love for the Word of God and the Eucharist; to celebrate youthfully the Word and the Eucharist in our contexts, cultures and communities; to become agents of renewal/change/transformation by living out the Word and the Eucharist in our realities of Asia.

Amidst the widespread stories of gloom and doom in the global scene including Asia, the youth of Asia will come together to find strength and hope in the Word of God, and draw new life in the Holy Eucharist.  Moreover, the youth of Asia will be engaged in telling the story of a God of compassion and mercy (Ps.86,5,15); of a God who topples the proud and the haughty and lifts up the lowly (Lk 1,52); of a God who hears the cry of  the poor. In an environment of unbelief, the youth of Asia will renew with mighty voice their unshakeable belief in the Word who became flesh (Jn 1,14), the Emmanuel (Mt 1,23), the Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the saving Word of God! The Word of God will be their camp-fire throughout the event. Their hearts will be burning. (Lk. 24,32)

Moved by the Word of God, YAsia Fiesta becomes a defining event where the youth of Asia celebrate the Holy Eucharist in a youthful and joyful spirit that is fruit of the Spirit of Jesus (Gal.5,22). The Eucharist is announced with one convincing voice as the Sacrament par excellence (Sacramentum Caritatis), where Jesus is truly, substantially and lovingly present in the midst of the community. The Eucharist will be their spiritual meal during the event. In this holy meal, their eyes will be opened and recognize the Lord. (Lk 24, 31)

Inspired by Jesus who fed the multitude (Jn 6, 1-15), and the Jesus who revealed himself as the food for everlasting life (Jn.6, 22-71), the youth of Asia will appeal and challenge governments and Churches to provide food for the countless poor, hungry and malnourished youth and children. Their cry of protest will be emphatic: Children dying of hunger is a disgrace to our human civilization of adult greed and power.

Contemplating God’s continuing saving intervention in human history through His Word, proclaimed and celebrated in the Holy Eucharist, the Asian youth, led by the Holy Spirit, are agents of renewal, change, and transformation. They have become a new Spirit -generation (“Sp-Gen”) of dedicated evangelizers. For them, living the Eucharist is engaging in contemplation and evangelization. (World Youth Day-Asian Youth Gathering (WYD-AYG) theme, Sydney08.)

YAsia Fiesta is not an event of organized escapade from the dark and depressing situations of Asian realities.*  Far from it, YAsia Fiesta is a gathering of courageous and generous youths of Asia emboldened by the power of the Word of God and by the Holy Eucharist. They come to confront, in the light of the Gospel, the stark realities of Asia, from the basic family unit to the more complex structure of governance in view of change and transformation.

They are youths animated with a vision inspired by the Good News of Jesus Christ. Like St. Paul the Apostle, they believe that the Word of God is a two bladed sword capable of instilling Christian values into the arrogant heart of mankind. They are youths fired up with a mission. In communion with their Bishops, the clergy and lay leaders, they participate in the arduous task of evangelization.  It must be acknowledged the evangelization of the youths in Asia is best carried out through youths themselves.*

YAsia Fiesta underscores for the Asian youth the non-negotiable Gospel values of interior life, of ecclesial communion, of sacrifice and of unselfish service that characterize the very life of Jesus. Likewise, this festive event highlights the timeless Asian family and cultural values of sharing a meal, of story telling, of respect and learning from the elders. Finally, YAsia Fiesta serves as the launching pad for more decisive actions towards the integral development of the youth that the Church unceasingly calls for.

Yes, everything’s ready for YAsia Fiesta! Yes, youths of Asia, make yourselves ready for YAsia Fiesta! Come! It is your fiesta. It is our fiesta. It is Asia’s fiesta. It is the Church of Asia’s fiesta. It is the FABC/ CBCP-ECY’s fiesta.

Word of God inspired and Holy Eucharist driven, YAsia Fiesta is GOD’S saving Fiesta for the YOUTH OF ASIA!

“Come, let us sing to the Lord

and shout with joy to the Rock who saves us.

Let us approach him with praise and thanksgiving

and  sing  joyful songs to the Lord.” (Ps. 95)

*  AYD4 Final Statement,  Youth, Hope of Asian Families, Hong Kong July 2006

*  Ministering to the Asian Youth:  Reliving the Emmaus Story, Keynote Address, Abp. John Ha,  Bishops’ Institute for Lay Apostolate on Youth (BILA) on Youth, Malaysia, November 2007







