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Homily
For closing of 150th anniversary of evangelization

Taipei, Taiwan, November 21, 2009, Christ the King

             Peace be with you all!

            On this Feast of Christ the King we are celebrating the closing of the 150th anniversary of the evangelization of Taiwan. It is an occasion of rejoice for you. The Holy Father wanted to be present on this celebration by sending me as his Special Envoy. I bring His greetings to you together with his blessing which I will impart on you at the end of this Holy Eucharistic sacrifice.

             On behalf of the Holy Father I greet all my brother Cardinals, Bishops and priests as well as the public authorities and all the faithful present here or participating by the medias.

              We are commemorating the arrival to Kaohsiung of three Spanish missionaries from Philippines together with five Chinese lay catechists to the “Formosa” or “Beautiful” Island in the year 1859. This was the true starting of the Catholic Church in your wonderful Country, after a short attempted mission of some Jesuits in 1582 and some Dominicans in 1626. Now the “small flock” of Catholic believers is enriched by the presence of immigrants from Philippines and organized in seven dioceses through the Island. I was happy to visit your country in 1988 and in 1994 and I see some changes: several local young Bishops, clergy and consecrated persons and other signs of growth. God has blessed your efforts of evangelization and we have to say thanks to His merciful help. But we are stil at the beginning. Therefore, the point of arrival is also a starting point of a new evangelization.

               The Feast of Christ the King is a call, an invitation to the new evangelization, new “in spirit, in methods, in ardor”, as the great Pope John Paul II said. 150 years ago the gospel of Jesus Christ entered in the history of this Island and the person of Jesus Christ as the Son of God who became man was announced to this people. He remains the central point of the evangelization: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and for ever” (Heb 13, 8). He is our head, our King, in whom we believe, whom we obey, whom we proclaim. Let us listen to how the Word of God presents him and his kingdom.

                Jesus Christ – the King

                 Jesus of Nazareth is an extraordinary man. He is not like other founders of religions. His birth from Virgin Mary, his life, his message, his works and miracles, his death and especially his resurrection are special and unique. No other man was able to rise from the dead. He is alive and continues to take care of his kingdom. In one word, he is not only a perfect man, he is the Son of God. That makes a difference! True God and true man, as we pray in the profession of faith. 

                  This fact explains why he is the king but not as other human kings are. As he told his judge Pontius Pilate, he has not human powerful means, no soldiers, no palaces, no material or financial richness. His kingdom is not from this world, is not of material nature, but it is a spiritual kingdom. St. John says in the Book of Revelation, that he is “the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead and ruler of the kings of the earth” (Rev 1, 5).

                  In the same book we learn something more about him: he “loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood”. He is our Savior; with his death on the cross he has redeemed all human beings from the eternal damnation. He has paid for our debts high price with his blood. This is true not only generally speaking about the entire humanity, but also for me as a single person. Everybody might say as St. Paul said in a very personal way: “He has loved me and given himself up for me” (Gal 2, 20). He has promised: “When I am lifted up from the earth (on the cross), I will draw everyone to myself” (John 12, 32). He is a loving King, his kingdom is ruled by the love. 

                  Our king will come again at the end of the time as our merciful judge: “Behold, he is coming amid the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him” (Rev 1, 7). The justice is also a quality of the king and a sign of his kingdom. 

                  Jesus Christ is a living king, he is “the one who is and who was and who is to come”. He is our Emanuel – “God with us”. He is with us in the Holy Eucharist. He is with his church; as St. Paul states it: “He is the head of the body, the church” (Col 1, 18). And we are members of this body.

                  Called to build up the Kingdom of Jesus Christ

                   By the grace of God we are called to build up the kingdom of Jesus Christ.

The preface of this Mass is recalling the main qualities of this kingdom. It is “eternal and universal, kingdom of truth and of life, of holiness and grace, of justice, love and peace”.

                   The kingdom is where the king is recognized and his laws are obeyed. Closing the celebrations of the 150th  anniversary of the evangelization of Taiwan on this Feast of Christ the King has a special significance for you. It is a new call to continue and rekindle the efforts of evangelization which does mean to building the kingdom of Jesus Christ. All members of the church are called to this task in a personal way: children, youth, lay people, families, consecrated persons, clergy, bishops (including cardinals).

                   The first message of Jesus Christ is that his kingdom is of spiritual nature. It is not political, not material, not financial, not military power. “One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes forth  from the mouth of God” (Mt 4, 4). Human being is made by spirit and body. Human society cannot live without God. Man needs God. The merely materialistic way of life is against the happiness of heart. Even the economy without ethical and moral guidelines leads not to gain but to loss, as we see in the actual economic crisis in the world.

                   By the means of evangelization we offer our society the fundamental values of the kingdom of Christ: the “truth and life”, that means: the message of Jesus Christ and the way of the ten commandments and of the main commandment of love of God and of neighbor, which are the basic foundations of the new civilization of love. We propose this message to everybody, we don’t impose. We are convinced that this message brings to the whole society “justice, love and peace”.

                   Dear brothers and sisters, we all are called to be witnesses of Jesus Christ and his kingdom of truth and life. Grow in his faith and love, in holiness and grace. Be united as the Church of Jesus Christ, the “Family of God”: united with the universal Church and her head, the Pope, united with your bishops, with the clergy, united in your families and parishes, and among you.

                  Take special care of the fidelity and Christian life in the family, of the education of your children, of the respect for your elders. Help the poor.

                  Jesus Christ calls the youth to him and to bring his spirit in the schools and in their meetings. If he calls you in a special personal way, don’t hesitate to follow him.

                   The lay persons are very active and generous in your parishes. They will remember that they are called to be like the leaven in the secular society where they live as workers, as professionals: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed with three measures of wheat flour until the whole batch was leavened” (Mt 13, 33).

                         Church of Taiwan, in the name of the Holy Father Benedict XVI I tell you: Arise and walk! A new stage in your history is about to begin. The stage of the new evangelization. Following Jesus Christ, our Lord and King! Amen.

                                                                                  Jozef Card. Tomko

