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"Urbi et Orbi" Message of
His Holiness Pope Francis

Easter Sunday, 17 April 2022
Dear brothers and sisters, Happy Easter!

Jesus, the Crucified One, is risen! He stands in the midst
of those who mourned him, locked behind closed doors and full of
fear and anguish. He comes among them and says: “Peace be with
you!” (Jn 20:19). He shows the wounds in his hands and feet, and
the wound in his side. He is no ghost; it is truly Jesus, the same Jesus
who died on the cross and was laid in the tomb. Before the incredu-
lous eyes of the disciples, he repeats: “Peace be with you!” (v. 21).

Our eyes, too, are incredulous on this Easter of war. We
have seen all too much blood, all too much violence. Our hearts, too,
have been filled with fear and anguish, as so many of our brothers
and sisters have had to lock themselves away in order to be safe from
bombing. We struggle to believe that Jesus is truly risen, that he has
truly triumphed over death. Could it be an illusion? A figment of our
imagination?

No, it is not an illusion! Today, more than ever, we hear echo-
ing the Easter proclamation so dear to the Christian East: “Christ is
risen! He is truly risen!” Today, more than ever, we need him, at the
end of a Lent that has seemed endless. We emerged from two years
of pandemic, which took a heavy toll. It was time to come out of the
tunnel together, hand in hand, pooling our strengths and resources...
Instead, we are showing that we still have within us the spirit of Cain,
who saw Abel not as a brother, but as a rival, and thought about how
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to eliminate him. We need the crucified and risen Lord so that we
can believe in the victory of love, and hope for reconciliation. Today,
more than ever, we need him to stand in our midst and repeat to us:
“Peace be with you!”

Only he can do it. Today, he alone has the right to speak to
us of peace. Jesus alone, for he bears wounds... our wounds. His
wounds are indeed ours, for two reasons. They are ours because we
inflicted them upon him by our sins, by our hardness of heart, by our
fratricidal hatred. They are also ours because he bore them for our
sake; he did not cancel them from his glorified body; he chose to keep
them, to bear them forever. They are the indelible seal of his love
for us, a perennial act of intercession, so that the heavenly Father,
in seeing them, will have mercy upon us and upon the whole world.
The wounds on the body of the risen Jesus are the sign of the battle
he fought and won for us, won with the weapons of love, so that we
might have peace and remain in peace.

As we contemplate those glorious wounds, our incredulous
eyes open wide; our hardened hearts break open and we welcome the
Easter message: “Peace be with you!”

Let us allow the peace of Christ to enter our lives, our homes,
our countries!

May there be peace for war-torn Ukraine, so sorely tried by
the violence and destruction of the cruel and senseless war into which
it was dragged. In this terrible night of suffering and death, may a
new dawn of hope soon appear! Let there be a decision for peace.
May there be an end to the flexing of muscles while people are suffer-
ing. Please, let us not get used to war! Let us all commit ourselves
to imploring peace, from our balconies and in our streets! May the
leaders of nations hear people’s plea for peace. May they listen to that
troubling question posed by scientists almost seventy years ago: “Shall
we put an end to the human race, or shall mankind renounce war?”
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(Russell-Einstein Manifesto, 9 July 1955).

I hold in my heart all the many Ukrainian victims, the millions
of refugees and internally displaced persons, the divided families, the
elderly left to themselves, the lives broken and the cities razed to the
ground. I see the faces of the orphaned children fleeing from the war.
As we look at them, we cannot help but hear their cry of pain, along
with that of all those other children who suffer throughout our world:
those dying of hunger or lack of medical care, those who are victims of
abuse and violence, and those denied the right to be born.

Amid the pain of the war, there are also encouraging signs,
such as the open doors of all those families and communities that are
welcoming migrants and refugees throughout Europe. May these nu-
merous acts of charity become a blessing for our societies, at times
debased by selfishness and individualism, and help to make them wel-
coming to all.

May the conflict in Europe also make us more concerned about
other situations of conflict, suffering and sorrow, situations that affect
all too many areas of our world, situations that we cannot overlook and
do not want to forget.

May there be peace for the Middle East, racked by years of
conflict and division. On this glorious day, let us ask for peace upon
Jerusalem and peace upon all those who love her (cf. Ps 121 [122]),
Christians, Jews and Muslims alike. May Israelis, Palestinians and all
who dwell in the Holy City, together with the pilgrims, experience the
beauty of peace, dwell in fraternity and enjoy free access to the Holy
Places in mutual respect for the rights of each.

May there be peace and reconciliation for the peoples of Leba-
non, Syria and Iraq, and in particular for all the Christian communities
of the Middle East.

May there be peace also for Libya, so that it may find stability
after years of tensions, and for Yemen, which suffers from a conflict
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forgotten by all, with continuous victims: may the truce signed in recent
days restore hope to its people.

We ask the risen Lord for the gift of reconciliation for Myan-
mar, where a dramatic scenario of hatred and violence persists, and
for Afghanistan, where dangerous social tensions are not easing and a
tragic humanitarian crisis is bringing great suffering to its people.

May there be peace for the entire African continent, so that the
exploitation it suffers and the hemorrhaging caused by terrorist attacks
— particularly in the Sahel region — may cease, and that it may find con-
crete support in the fraternity of the peoples. May the path of dialogue
and reconciliation be undertaken anew in Ethiopia, affected by a serious
humanitarian crisis, and may there be an end to violence in the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo. May prayer and solidarity not be lacking
for the people in the eastern part of South Africa, struck by devastating
floods.

May the risen Christ accompany and assist the people of Latin
America, who in some cases have seen their social conditions
worsen in these difficult times of pandemic, exacerbated as well
by instances of crime, violence, corruption and drug trafficking.

Let us ask the risen Lord to accompany the journey of recon-
ciliation that the Catholic Church in Canada is making with the indig-
enous peoples. May the Spirit of the risen Christ heal the wounds of
the past and dispose hearts to seek truth and fraternity.

Dear brothers and sisters, every war brings in its wake conse-
quences that affect the entire human family: from grief and mourning to
the drama of refugees, and to the economic and food crisis, the signs of
which we are already seeing. Faced with the continuing signs of war,
as well as the many painful setbacks to life, Jesus Christ, the victor over
sin, fear and death, exhorts us not to surrender to evil and violence.
May we be won over by the peace of Christ! Peace is possible; peace is
a duty; peace is everyone’s primary responsibility!
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Letter to the Priests
About the Synodal Journey

Vatican City, 19 March 2022
Prot. n. 220083

Dear Priests,

Here we are, two priests and brothers of yours! May we ask for a
moment of your time?We would like to talk to you about a topic
that touches us all.

“The Church of God is convoked in Synod.” The preparatory
document for Synod 2021- 2023 begins with these words. For two
years the entire People of God is invited to reflect on the theme “For
a Synodal Church: communion, participation and mission”. This is
a novelty that can arouse enthusiasm as well as perplexity .

Yet “in the first millennium, *walking together’, that is, practicing
synodality, was the Church’s habitual way of proceeding.” The
Second Vatican Council highlighted this dimension of ecclesial
life, so important that St. John Chrysostom affirmed : ”Church and
Synod are synonymous” (Explicatio in Psalmum 149).

It is well known that today’s world is in urgent need of fraternity.
Without realizing it, the world yearns to meet Jesus. But how do
we make this encounter happen? We need to listen to the Spirit
together with the whole People of God, so as to renew our faith and
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find new ways and languages to share the Gospel with our brothers
and sisters. The synodal process that Pope Francis proposes to us
has precisely this objective: to set out, together, in mutual listening,
in sharing ideas and projects, to show the true face of the Church:
a hospitable ”house”, with open doors, inhabited by the Lord and
animated by fraternal relationships.

So that we do not fall into the risks highlighted by Pope Francis
-that is, formalism, which reduces the Synod to an empty slogan;
intellectualism, which makes the Synod a theoretical reflection
on problems: and immobilism , nailing us to the security of our
habits so that nothing changes -it is important to open our hearts
and listen to what the Spirit suggests to the Churches (cf. Rev. 2:7).

Obviously, in the face of this journey, some fears may assail us.

First of all, we are well aware that priests in many parts of the
world are already canying a great pastoral burden. And now - it
may seem - one more thing “to do” is added. Rather than inviting
you to multiply your activities, we would like to encourage you to
look at your communities with that contemplative gaze of which
Pope Francis speaks to us in Evangelii gaudium (no. 71) so as
to discover the many examples of participation and sharing that
are already taking root in your communities. In fact, the current
diocesan phase of the synodal process aims to “gather wealth of
experiences of lived synodality” (Preparatory Document, 31).
We are certain that there are many more of these experiences
than what might appear at first glance, perhaps even informal and
spontaneous experiences. Wherever we listen deeply to each other,
learn from each other, value the gifts of others, help each other and
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make decisions together, there is already synodality in action. All
this should be emphasized and appreciated, so as to increasingly
develop that synodal style which is “the specific modus vivendi
et operandi of the Church, the People of God” (Preparatory
Document, 10).

But there may also be another fear: if so much emphasis is placed
on the common priesthood of the baptized and on the sensus fidei
of the People of God, what will become of our role as leaders and
of our specific identity as ordained ministers? Without a doubt, it
is a matter of progressively discovering the fundamental equality
of all the baptized and of stimulating all the faithful to participate
actively in the journey and mission of the Church. In this way we
will have the joy of finding brothers and sisters who share with us
the responsibility for evangelization. But in this experience of the
People of God, the special charism of ordained ministers to serve,
sanctify and animate the People of God can and should also come
to the fore in a new way.

In this sense, we would like to ask you to make a threefold
contribution to the current synodal process:

- Do everything so that the journey rests on listening to and living
the Word of God. Pope Francis thus recently exhorted us, “let us
be passionate about Sacred Scripture, let us allow ourselves to
be dug into by the Word, which reveals the newness of God and
leads to loving others without tiring” (Francis, Homily for Word
of God Sunday, January 23, 2022).

Without this grounding in the life of the Word, we risk walking in
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the dark and our reflections risk becoming an ideology. Instead, by
basing ourselves on the Word put into practice, we will build the
house on rock (cf. Mt 7:24-27) and we will be able to experience,
like the disciples of Emmaus the surprising light and guidance of
the Risen Lord.

- Let us strive to ensure that our journey is marked by mutual
listening and mutual acceptance. Even before any concrete
results, deep dialogue and true encounters are already a
value. in fact, there are many initiatives and potentials in our
communities, but too often individuals and groups run the
risk of individualism and self-referentiality. With his new
commandment, Jesus reminds us that “’this is how all will know
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another”(Jn
13:35). As pastors, we can do much so that love might heal
relationships and heal the wounds that often affect the fabric of
the Church, so that the joy of feeling that we are one family, one
people on a journey, children of the same Father and therefore
brothers and sisters to one another may return, beginning with
the fraternity of priests.

- Take care that the journey does not lead us to introspection but
stimulates us to go out to meet everyone. In Evangelii gaudium,
Pope Francis has given us the dream of a Church that is not
afraid to get its hands dirty by involving itself in the wounds of
humanity, a Church that walks in listening to and serving the
poor and the peripheries. This outgoing “dynamism towards our
brothers and sisters, with the compass of the Word and the fire
of charity, fulfills the Father’s great original plan: ”that all may
be one” (Jn 17:21). In his latest Encyclical Fratelli tutti, Pope
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Francis asks us to commit ourselves to this unity, together with
our brothers and sisters of other Churches, the faithful of other
religions and all people of good will: universal brotherhood and
love without exclusions, which all and everything must embrace.
As servants of the People of God, we are in a privileged position
to ensure that this does not remain a vague and generic guideline,
but is made concrete where we live.

Dear brother priests, we are certain that starting from these
priorities you will find ways to give life to specific initiatives,
according to local needs and possibilities because synodality is
truly God’s call for the Church of the third millennium. Setting out
in this direction will not be free of questions, fatigue and setbacks,
but we can be confident that it will return to us a hundredfold in
fraternity and in fruits of evangelical life. We need only think of
the first Synod of Jerusalem (Acts 15). Who knows how much
effort there was behind the scenes! But we know how decisive that
moment was for the nascent Church.

We conclude this letter with two passages from the Preparatory
Document that can inspire and accompany us almost like a
Vademecum . “The ability to imagine a different future for the
Church and her institutions, in keeping with the mission she has
received, depends largely on the decision to initiate processes of
listening, dialogue, and community discernment, in which each and
every person can participate and contribute.”( n. 9).

"We recall that the purpose of the Synod, and therefore of this
consultation, is not to produce documents, but “to plant dreams,
draw forth prophecies and visions, allow hope to flourish, inspire
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trust, bind up wounds, weave together relationships, awaken a dawn of
hope, learn from one another and create a bright resourcefulness that
will enlighten minds, warm hearts, give strength to our hands™"(n. 32).

Thanking you for your attention, we assure you of our prayers and wish
you and your communities a joyful and fruitful synodal journey. May
we be close to you and journey with you! And welcome, through us, the
gratitude also of Pope Francis who feels very close to you.

Entrusting each of you to the Blessed Virgin Mary of the Good Way, we
cordially greet you in the Lord Jesus.

+°€°"V’a"""° Goar HWTXL

Mario Card. GRECH % Lazzaro You HEUNG SIK
Secretary General Archbishop-Bishop em. Of Daejeon
Of the Synod of Bishops Prefect of the Congration for the Clergy
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Act of Consecration
To the Immaculate Heart of Mary

Basilica of Saint Peter
25 March 2022

Oh Mary, Mother of God and our mother, in this time of trial
returned to you. As a mother you love us and know us: no concern
of our hearts is hidden from you. Mother of mercy, how often we
have experienced your watchful care and your peaceful presence!
You never cease to guide us to Jesus, the Prince of Peace.

Yet we have strayed from that path of peace. We have forgotten the
lesson learned from the tragedies of the last century the sacrifice
of the millions who fell into world wars. We have disregarded
the commitments we made as a community of nations. We have
betrayed peoples’ dreams of peace and the hopes of the young. We
grew sick with greed, we thought only of our own nations and their
interests, we grew indifferent and caught up in our selfish needs and
concerns. We chose to ignore God, to be satisfied with our illusions,
to grow arrogant and aggressive, to suppress innocent lives and to
stockpile weapons. We stopped being our neighbor’s keepers and
stewards of our common home. We have ravaged the garden of
the earth with war and by our sins we have broken the heart of our
heavenly Father, who desires us to be brothers and sisters. We grew
indifferent to everyone and everything except ourselves. Now with
shame we cry out: Forgive us, Lord!

Holy Mother, amid the misery of our sinfulness, amid our struggles

2022 / No.397

and weaknesses, amid the mystery of iniquity that is evil and war,
you remind us that God never abandons us, but continues to look
upon us with love, ever ready to forgive us and raise us up to new
life. He has given you to us and made your Immaculate Heart a
refuge for the Church and for all humanity. By God’s gracious will,
you are ever with us; even in the most troubled moments of our
history, you are there to guide us with tender love.

We now turn to you and knock at the door of your heart. We are
your beloved children. In every age you make yourself known to
us, calling us to conversion. At this dark hour, help us and grant us
your comfort. Say to us once more: “Am I not here, I who am your
Mother?” You are able to untie the knots of our hearts and of our
times. In you we place our trust. We are confident that, especially
in moments of trial, you will not be deaf to our supplication and
will come to our aid.

That is what you did at Cana in Galilee, when you interceded with
Jesus and he worked the first of his signs. To preserve the joy of
the wedding feast, you said to him: “They have no wine” (Jn 2:3).
Now, O Mother, repeat those words and that prayer, for in our own
day we have run out of the wine of hope, joy has fled, fraternity has
faded. We have forgotten our humanity and squandered the gift of
peace. We opened our hearts to violence and destructiveness. How
greatly we need your maternal help!

Therefore, O Mother, hear our prayer.

Star of the Sea, do not let us be shipwrecked in the tempest
of war.

Ark of the New Covenant, inspire projects and paths of
reconciliation.
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Queen of Heaven, restore God’s peace to the world.

Eliminate hatred and the thirst for revenge, and teach us
forgiveness.

Free us from war, protect our world from the menace of
nuclear weapons. Queen of the Rosary, make us realize our
need to pray and to love.

Queen of the Human Family, show people the path of
fraternity.

Queen of Peace, obtain peace for our world.

O Mother, may your sorrowful plea stir our hardened hearts. May
the tears you shed for us make this valley parched by our hatred
blossom anew. Amid the thunder of weapons, may your prayer turn
our thoughts to peace. May your maternal touch soothe those who
suffer and flee from the rain of bombs. May your motherly embrace
comfort those forced to leave their homes and their native land.
May your Sorrowful Heart move us to compassion and inspire us
to open our doors and to care for our brothers and sisters who are
injured and cast aside.

Holy Mother of God, as you stood beneath the cross, Jesus, seeing
the disciple at your side, said: “Behold your son” (Jn 19:26). In
this way he entrusted each of us to you. To the disciple, and to each
of us, he said: “Behold, your Mother” (v. 27). Mother Mary, we
now desire to welcome you into our lives and our history. At this
hour, a weary and distraught humanity stands with you beneath
the cross, needing to entrust itself to you and, through you, to
consecrate itself to Christ. The people of Ukraine and Russia, who
venerate you with great love, now turn to you, even as your heart
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beats with compassion for them and for all those peoples decimated
by war, hunger, injustice and poverty.

Therefore, Mother of God and our Mother, to your Immaculate
Heart we solemnly entrust and consecrate ourselves, the Church
and all humanity, especially Russia and Ukraine. Accept this act
that we carry out with confidence and love. Grant that war may end
and peace spread throughout the world. The “Fiat” that arose from
your heart opened the doors of history to the Prince of Peace. We
trust that, through your heart, peace will dawn once more. To you
we consecrate the future of the whole human family, the needs and
expectations of every people, the anxieties and hopes of the world.

Through your intercession, may God’s mercy be poured out on the
earth and the gentle rhythm of peace return to mark our days. Our
Lady of the “Fiat,” on whom the Holy Spirit descended, restore
among us the harmony that comes from God. May you, our “living
fountain of hope,” water the dryness of our hearts. In your womb
Jesus took flesh; help us to foster the growth of communion. You
once trod the streets of our world; lead us now on the paths of
peace. Amen.
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SYNODUS EPISCOPORUM

Synod 2021 — 2023
For a Synodal Church: Communion,
Participation and Mission

Suggestions for Dioceses and Episcopal Confe-
rences on the preparation of the synthesis

The Preparatory Document begins by declaring that “the Church
of God is convoked in Synod” (#1). The opening of October 2021,
held first in Rome and then throughout the world, was an opening
of the Synod; we are in Synod. The syntheses prepared by each
Diocese/Eparchy and Bishops’ Conference/Synod of the Church
sui iuris are Synod documents. Therefore, Bishops and Bishops’
Conferences/Synods of Churches sui iuris are asked to prepare
with diligence the final discernment that they present in the form of
a synthesis.

In this regard, the present document proposes to respond to the
numerous requests for indications concerning the preparation
of the synthesis to be presented to the General Secretariat of the
Synod of Bishops, articulating and developing what is contained
in the Preparatory Document (nn. 31-32) and in the Vademecum
(Appendix D). This document is intended primarily to support
the Episcopal Conferences/Synods of the Churches sui iuris in
the elaboration of their synthesis, but it could also be useful to
the facilitators of the synodal process within each local Church,
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at the level of individual dioceses/parishes, parishes, grassroots
communities, associations and movements, and spontaneous groups.
Each local reality is invited to creatively adapt it to its own context.

1. The purpose of the synthesis
Regarding the synthesis, the Preparatory Document states:

The synthesis that each particular Church will elaborate at the
end of this work of listening and discernment will constitute its
contribution to the journey of the universal Church. To make the
subsequent phases of the journey easier and more sustainable,
it is important to condense the fruits of prayer and reflection
into a maximum of ten pages. If necessary to contextualize and
explain them better, other texts can be attached to support or
integrate them. (n. 32).

The purpose of the synthesis is not to present a chronology of the
stages of the synodal process that were followed, nor to draw up a
report that lists indiscriminately all the points that emerged during
the work. Rather, as the culmination of a communal spiritual
discernment, the synthesis aims to gather and express the fruits of
the synodal process in a way that is understandable even to those
who did not participate, indicating how the Holy Spirit’s call to the
Church has been understood in the local context.

2. Structure

What follows could be an indicative structure for the synthesis, for
a maximum of about ten pages.

2.1 Introduction: rereading of the synodal experience (1-2 pages)
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Indicate the milestones, turning points, and especially the spiritual
(difficulties, surprises, etc.). dimension of the journey

2.2 Body of the synthesis: discernment of the collected
contributions (6-7 pages)

This part of the synthesis articulates the response to the
fundamental question of the synodal process (cf. Preparatory
Document, n. 26), consideringthe thematic questions (cf. ibid., n.
30, and Vademecum, n. 5.3) and highlighting the principle fruits of
a discernment carried out during the synodal process.

2.3 Conclusions: next steps (1-2 pages)

The conclusion could indicate the steps to be taken in response
to that which was recognized as the call (or the calls) of the Holy
Spirit, highlighting in particular those points regarding which it
is considered important to solicit the further discernment of the
Church.

2.4 Appendices

It might be useful to include an overview of the local context, with
some key facts and statistics, as a background against which to
place the content of the synthesis. Equally helpful may be some
testimonies, quotes or stories from the participants, which preserve
the originality of their way of expressing themselves and better
enable one to realize the spiritual and emotional dimension of the
experience. In any case, the appendices, which are not obligatory,
only offer additional information. The synthesis should contain all
the essential information regarding the path taken and its fruits, and
therefore information regarding the contribution that each particular
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Church makes to the synodal path of the universal Church.
3. Preparation

Some cautions may be helpful in preparing for the synthesis
process.

3.1 Gathering materials

It should be clearly established how and within what time frame
the contributions are to be presented, organized and stored, and
a strategy for handling a large volume of documents should
be identified. Quantitative (e.g., structured questionnaires) or
qualitative (e.g., interviews, focus groups, etc.) survey reports
or expert contributions may be helpful in supplementing the
contributions of synodical groups as a matter of discernment.

3.2 Choice of drafting group

From a synodal perspective, it makes sense for a group to draft the
synthesis, in which it might be appropriate to involve the synod
team. Other members of the drafting group could be chosen based
on their condition (age, sex, state of life), geographical or cultural
origin, experience and/or competence in different fields (sacred
sciences, human and social sciences, textual editing, etc.), with
particular attention to the presence of people capable of listening
to and understanding the voice of minorities, the poor and the
excluded. Similarly, it will be important to ensure the presence of
a smaller core group (e.g., 2-3 people) with expertise in writing, to
whom the task of drafting can be materially entrusted.

3.3 Identification of the working method
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Once the drafting group is formed, it should be clarified who will
oversee the guiding its work and how decisions will be made in
case of disagreement. If the group is large, it may be helpful to
have a small ad hoc committee to resolve disputes. In addition,
the method by which the group will carry out its task should be
clarified, indicating the different steps to arrive at the final text
and the time frame for its delivery. Some computer tools (e.g.,
keyword tagging software or word clouding programs) can help
in the analysis of the collected materials; however, theycannot
replace the work of rereadingand synthesis in light of the faith that
must underpin the development of the final text. The Bishops are
responsible forthe synodal process at the various levels (diocesan,
national, etc.). Therefore, even with the necessary involvement
of the drafting group, the Bishops exercise their responsibility to
guide discernment by determining the modalities of elaboration,
discussion and approval of the text.

4. The drafting process

Based on the methodology followed for the assemblies of the
Synod of Bishops and other synodal processes, some steps are
suggested, recommending that they be adapted to local cultures and
contexts.

4.1 Reading the contributions received

Thereadingof the materials collected should be carried out in
an atmosphereof prayer and discernment, keeping in mind the
context and culture from which they come. Starting from their own
experience and expertise, those who participate in this phase try to
identify the following in the materials they read:
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- What interesting, innovative, enlightening elements emerge
with respect to the question guiding the synodal journey?

- What obstacles, difficulties or concerns are pointed out? What
causes are indicated?

As the work proceeds, attention should be paid to:

- common trends on which some consensus (not necessarily
unanimous);

- discordant points of view and voices that are “out of tune” or
marginal, which highlight differences within the People of God;
it is fundamental not to lose track of them, because the process
of discernment could recognize them as prophetic voices that
indicate what the Spirit is asking of the Church.

4.2 Identifying Key Points

The work of reading with the method just described will make
it possible to identify a certain number of pivotal points: sets of
intuitions and questions around which it is possible to aggregate
a certain number of elements that emerged from the reading,
highlighting the relationships that link them. Each member of the
drafting group can be invited to write a brief report highlighting the
pivotal points he or she found. The method of spiritual conversation
can be useful in sharing the fruit of individual work and forming a
consensus.

4.3 Drafting the text

Thearticulation ofthe main points that emerged will help to set the
structureof the bodyof thesynthesis. This will be followed by the
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drafting of a first draft, to be entrusted to the group of people more
experienced in drafting, as indicated in n. 3.2. This draft will be
refined through contributions from other members of the drafting
group, until it is agreed together that the richness present in the
collected contributions is adequately represented in the text.

This work does not aim to reset differences or to harmonize
voices from outside in an artificial way: conflicts, tensions and
difficult questions maylegitimatelybe present both in the collected
contributions and amongthe members of the draftinggroup. A
synodal approach willseek to identifyin what direction it is possible
to walk together while discerning what seems to come from God.
If this is not possible, the tensions can be indicated in the synthesis
as they arose. Finally, it may be interesting to preserve local flavor
or meaningful formulations through direct quotes from the voices
of participants in the synodical process or from the materials
collected.

4.4 Feedback and Amendments

Once the work of the drafting group is finished, it would be good
to find a way to submit the text (confidentially) to a few of those
persons who participated in the synodal process, beginning with
those who are responsible for it, in order to gather their feedback
and modify the text where it seems appropriate.

An Episcopal Conference/Synod of the Church sui iuris or a
Diocese/Eparchy might feel called to live this phasebyreturning, in
some way, the draft synthesis to the People of God to receivefurther
feedback and other suggestions. This further consultation could
strengthen the synthesis and lay the groundwork
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for its subsequent implementation. At the end of the process, an
editorial arrangement of the text will be necessary, also to meet
length limits.

4.5 Reviewing the process

At this point, it might be useful to take some time to prayerfully
reread the entire synodal process (including the phase of drafting
the synthesis). The fruit of this re-reading could enrich the
introductory part of the synthesis (see 2.1 above).

4.6 Validation and approval

Before being sent to the next level (e.g., from the Diocese/Eparchy
to the Episcopal Conference/Synod of the Church sui iuris; from
the Episcopal Conference/Synod of the Church sui iuris to the
General Secretariat of the Synod of Bishops), the text will have to
be validated and approved according to the modalities defined at
the beginning of the process (cf. above n. 3.3). More than being
concerned about the specific content, those with responsibility for
final approval have the task of ensuring that the text is the fruit of
an authenticallysynodal journey and is respectful of the synodal
process that actually took place.

For additional resources and information on preparing the
summaries, we invite you to visit the official website www.synod.
va, and the supporting websites www.synodresources.org and www.
prayforthesynod.va.

2022 / N0.397

agmEFHEH 55




Message following the Episcopal Ordi-

nation of H.E. Most Rev. Norbert Pu,

Bishop of Chiayi, 2 April 2022, Yunlin
County Stadium, Yunlin

Your Excellency, Bishop Norbert Pu, the new Bishop of Chiayi,
Archbishop Thomas Chung, Metropolitan Archbishop of Taipei and
Emeritus of Chiayi,

Bishop John Baptist Lee, Bishop of Hsinchu and President of the
Bishops Conference

Your Excellencies, the Bishops of Taiwan,

Respectable local Government Officials of Chiayi and Yunlin,

Dear Vice-President, Mr. Chen Chien-Jen and his spouse, Mrs.
Chen,

Distinguished Representatives from other Religions and Groups,
Reverend Fathers and Sisters,

Brothers and Sisters:

Pope Francis, continues to take care of all the local Churches
around the world especially by providing new bishops who will aid
him in the work of evangelization and the work of integral human
development entrusted to the Church by our Lord, Jesus Christ.

The Holy See invokes God’s help to be able to choose suitable
and faithful priests who may be promoted to the episcopacy. In
particular, it worked hard to find a Good Shepherd to take care of
the People of God in the Diocese of Chiayi. Finally, after more than
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one year of waiting, we are all happy to have a new Bishop, a native
son from Alishan, Bishop Norbert Pu!

Dear Bishop Norbert, Pope Francis in his Apostolic Letter to you,
reminds you to seek the wisdom of relying on the counsel and the
prudence of Jesus, our Master. He encourages you to continue to
live, with an upright and sincere heart, so that you may exhort the
People of God in Chiayi by your example.

Pope Francis also asks all the clergy, religious and the faithful
people of the Diocese of Chiayi, to pray and work together with
Bishop Norbert. He asks you to welcome him with all your hearts
as your guide and teacher in the faith.

Bishop Norbert, now as Bishop, you also have new brothers in
the other Bishops of Taiwan. You can depend on their support and
encouragement. Even if the Diocese of Chiayi seems so far from
Rome, please remember that you are always near the Holy Father
as you share in his mission to take care of the Church. Moreover,
you can always rely on the assistance and the collaboration of the
Apostolic Nunciature.

Pope Francis also sends his appreciation for the past pastoral work
done by your predecessor, Bishop Thomas Chung, and all the
priests, sisters and lay collaborators, for every good deed they have
done for the Diocese. (Let us all give Archbishop Chung a round of
applause).

I would also want that we show our appreciation for the
service offered by the Rev. Fr. John Baptist Wu, the Diocesan
Administrator, for again taking care of the Diocese while waiting
for the new Bishop. Thank you, Fr. Wu, for your good collaboration
and patience. (Let us give him a big round of applause).
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I am happy to acknowledge the presence of the local authorities.
Your presence is a sign of the Taiwan government’s appreciation
for the solicitude of Pope Francis to provide new Bishops for
Taiwan and of the good service of the different dioceses for all
Taiwanese.

I pray that Bishop Norbert and the Diocese of Chiayi may
continue to have good working relationship with the local
governments of the two counties of Chiayi and Yunlin so that it
may continue to provide vital services to all people, especially
for the education of the young and health care for the elderly, the
disabled and the marginalized in society.

To all here present at this important milestone in the history of
the Church in Chiayi,and ofthe Catholic Church in Taiwan as
a whole,the Holy Father assures all of you of his closeness and
paternal concern.

Let us also thank the Holy Father for giving Chiayi a new Bishop
by remembering to pray for him, as he always requests us to do.

Congratulations Bishop Norbert! Congratulations people of
Chiayi!

Thank you.
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CONGREGATIO PRO GENTIUM EVANGELIZATIONE

PROT. 0790/22 08 April 2022

Your Eminence/Excellency,

With this Circular Letter, I wish to bring to the attention of the
Episcopal Conference and each of its member Bishops two
situations that could eventually emerge causing undesired
inconvenience.

1. Election to the office of the President and Vice-President
of the Episcopal Conference.

There have been cases in which some Episcopal Conferences have
elected to the office of its President and Vice-President diocesan
Bishops who were nearing their seventy-fifth year of age. Because
of that election, the elected Bishops, while presenting their
resignation letter on completion of the 75" year of age, as stipulated
by can. 401, § 1, CIC. have requested the Holy Father to extend
their tenure as diocesan Bishops until the expiry of their elected
office in the Episcopal Conference.

Such a situation could condition, under various aspects, the
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freedom of decision of the Holy Father in accepting the resignation
and, consequently, it could affect the ordinary application of the
discipline of can. 401, § 1, CIC. Therefore, after careful reflection
on the matter, [ wish to bring to your attention the following points.

1. When the President or the Vice-President of the Episcopal
Conference leaves his office as the diocesan Bishop, from the
day of the publication of the acceptance his resignation by the
Roman Pontiff , his office as the President or Vice-President of

the Conference also expires.

2. Consequently, in order to avoid the vacancy of the offices at
the summit of the Episcopal Conference before the natural
completion of the mandate, the election of diocesan Bishops
who have competed their 75" year of age to the above-
mentioned offices should be avoided without any exception (CI
can. 401, § 1 CIC. Art. 1 of the «Motu Proprio» “Learn to take
your Leave”, of 12" February 2018).

3. In order not to unduly condition the free acceptance of the
resignation of Bishops by the Holy Father, the Episcopal
Conferences of the territories under this Dicastery are kindly
invited not to elect to the office of the President and the Vice-
President of the Conference diocesan Bishops who would,
during their elected mandate, complete the 75" year of their age.

II. Presence of the emeritus Bishop in the local Church.

The presence of the emeritus Bishop in the local Church could be
a source of blessing and a great spiritual testimony to the diocesan
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community. In the introduction of the above-mentioned «motu
proprio» (Learn to take your Leave), Pope Francis has made the
following reflection:

“One who prepares to submit his resignation needs to prepare
himself appropriately before God, stripping himself of any
aspiration to power and of the claim of being indispensable.
This will allow him to calmly and trustingly take this step,
which would otherwise be painful and discordant. At the same
time, one who truly realizes the need to step down must discern
in prayer how to experience the stage that is about to begin,
by making a new plan of life, marked as much as possible by
austerity, humility, prayers of intercession, time dedicated to

reading, and willingness to provide simple pastoral services”.

Therefore, it is recommended that the taking leave from the
diocesan office be prepared by the Bishop in a spiritual way, in
prayer and with an attitude of gratitude to the Lord for the many
blessings He has bestowed on the person himself and on the
Church that he had been called to serve. Only in this way one could
“strip himself of any aspiration to power and of the claim of being
indispensable”. Therefore, the following is proposed to the Bishops
who present to the Holy Father their resignation from the diocesan
office:

1. Complete and spontaneous readiness to disassociate oneself
from the administrative matters of the local Church that he
has been serving so far, and to move voluntarily to a suitable

accommodation, which the Diocese will make available.
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2. Willing disposition to exercise any eventual ministry in the local ;
Church only in agreement with the Bishop of the diocese, and
not to undertake any personal initiative that could compromise ;

LS Y S &

YAHEERGRA
OAMHM & TP HH IR G

the position of his successor. Such an attitude will provide a
great testimony to the Christian community, particularly to the ;
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