2021 No.390

® HRNAESHF—EEFREKBEREANE - 2
o REEMBUAR 10
o HFERKBARERNRE 12
® 2021 FE2REANFEGHAHE (RMETE) - 14

® CRBC Minutes of the 1st Plenary Assembly, 2021

(Spring Plenary Assembly) 18

® CRBC Minutes of the 2nd Plenary Assembly , 2021
( video) 46
® Message of His Holiness Pope Francis for the First World
Day for Grandparents and the Elderly 52
® Decree of the Apostolic Penitentiary 60

® Prayer for the First World Day for
Grandparents and the Elderly 62




S i 5 of

ofs — i 1 Sl 5 B} KR
K4 HON
(2021£E7H25H )

"HEMRMARKE—IE

TR HHACEH
BN ERAIIRM -

CEREMRMIRRAE—#E S (BEH/20) B2 ETHRA
[EIEIFIREFIFr (RS - FRERVIE ~ tHEE - B
5 RESHREERYEE - HES —EE FE* 2 &
F P TRERFIRRAE R ) H2 3 0E R T

2021 / No.390

—EGIR—HRIRE - BEEGIRMIEES © BEHEE
FERAT IR ——JERZER - BT ——R 0K~ BIR >
ATEEIRILE -

ARG IR B AE — (B EREE YIS 2L E S () S - e E st
RAERFE ORIy F 8 — 1 > R AAREEHRM - EHEMEAHE
B EE > AHRMEREHENEZOL - JATHERS
NG - A sREEE TECEEEERIET > f
W NBEEE SRR - FHIIIAL -

EERE A I B I AT AL R R S 4 - AR AT
A EEFE Z HHR T 2 S B © BRMIH I ERAE R S
ERIE > EEWREFESAZ - AHE > BRERAVHACEEAS qu by
Whiga/ Nz RS

CER AR AN AEERERL  fhHy A E——ERfAYZE 7o
W NE—B— B R - IYE EEIRERE
LRI o B AR IINEE RS 2 > B Ay
BRI 0 B TS LaER  H e | bR R T IRE
AUt - o B —IEE e E T - (OPREES
FECEER N > — AR Y —(E AR - e T A
HHACEEU/ENEE - EEAEE -

BIEE B E R RIF VL] > B iE Ve EAE > &

1 ZIEERCE S e tE S & -
2 AEGESEEFHH S R REH 2GS -

2021 / N0.390

EEETHEHR 3




EIARFFEIRE R E AL R BRI EA LS - HEhE
Hfff o TIREWRFIRRAE—# - 5 HE RS - mHRER
[EIFTAHIAGR o 1 R IIRY NI Bt S AR TR G P8 st P AR
% EEREESFERENEED THVESR | BE
firtH5C ~ BLtHEE ~ U RE - LHERM T &IE
Y > EREFERFERFR] |

BEREWHNEE » ARHEE SR AR ~ HAhs
AR ~ IR - SO M S SR EE R 2T A E Y
AHY o BAFEIE B - fEfS R B R e AP 2 T
HE SR MEEIREEAYE o SR EHTT > BEREE

g

A - EEREA MRy Ak = AV B o Nt
BERESFAIEMAER - MR EE —ERET
BT - BIReAE | PTFEERRENEE
118 - BEGEERM T > EEERS RV %
KEVEMTE - HE - £—RETHEERIR (26 3§
tri~16) - fE4an 2 PHYR(EZRE - E — EIRE
TR R E o AN LIRS - A —(E ]
IR RIRIVEL - BEARIGE CREATTEEIER
Rf > AN A RS T B S - EERZ BT
AT FURANL - MR RTHIEGS © BrRTHYSEEE ©
A2z BRI - RMIAE EEEK &
Y > HARBIR - fERA g -

2021 / No.390

FEESEEE o IRERESREMIRR T ATUR I A
ER R FIGE » NS R T R BE i 2 A da i fI9e 2t - At
sy JpT SR MIey—v) - & | JERFIRRAE—
o HEISHEARLE ) (FH/\19~20) - 5K - iEEEE
W E B G - BT it AR R TR A0y
SFRER MRV - RS ARG FEEA > IR L4h 5 -
HAr AR BAEEEFL - PG ZE ? 7
RE R MHIIRIE - SEEMERGFRA > BoghiR - BE—
o AR AR -

AemiRIRAERE R ~ B EIMELIE > BOEME — ASA %
FE o BRAEFFEEHT B H R B DI B ANAEACRE - AN
R AR R R AR B — VRN R -
R EET  RHEGEEG R ~ 7720 EMETBEE
ERHBRIRFLH - (RERES - FEEH A - Ak
ENGIENE S

FE B FE SRR BRI 21 - Rt A —(E¥T Ay &0 - fRATRE
G BRI ? REILAERT] > IIAEMT
BT - WH KB EEIRAENATE T SCEMEREMA
[FEHVERTE ? RS CEERISEE L T > JOUEEATAE
ERENBER—CZ? JEE CERHTER AL
BEERIER G ? AV s 2 (8T E HIHE T 2
(IS NEEE 2PN o=t (il = E et R e [ DTN
ETUE 7 ik B Ol g A ER B e s (EEER TR Ay

2021 / N0.390

EEETHEHFR 5




B T ACEE . EREEEAE? , CGB=4) - EEE
o B AR - HERAMTHE H YL E B Y TAE
p i ——H Y EBE R SR - B H A B R A
75 R S -

IEANER Y AR Ry - B AR IR AR Y a2 1%
AGRFFEAR > AEEHFIEEZE - THEENES—
{EHTLA TR EF IR SR A - BRI ES
LB NER AL BT AL - B REEEE A2 - i
FEREFEPEERNRE - HEEFRINERSESE - i
BRI A - e AHYAE - ARSI
BEFREE ~ PILRES R - A EABARRKER QG - B
4, CCRAEB) - 35) - RAAREHCKKES -
HATEB ARG R © FePTE 250 btk -

AL > PEERIRER - BB AR A ZE Z g
TEAR

—REEILIIRAY SR - FEECPIRER R —— M T4
Fl———FE LGRS o T RIS P A ST A SE
Frzglmvrte , O R - 77) - £ IE R
FEe /13 0 e L S I8 i 1 o S S = VA
FEARHY o By pl2 28  SeRArts - EERRITS
RIGEMFTHREN IR > BIEERAe 2 WY > #AETE
2 SCIRNIITEAYE RS B E—EORTHIREE -

2021 / No.390

EEH e G S E YRR ¢ TR AEE S
B RMBEERMHE, (E=1) » HRARA
RHUA R BB ZERVIEEY - WRAEFF - 5EX
REIEERENSE - BZE Y BEZAFREHE - &M
SLHEE IS - IWMINIERZE ~ FISPZE - fEakE
&hzur o Al DRI MIAY B E S LA dofr L8 © 40
B FAHE R A—FFTE AR - RRZBEIEREE > A
EERKNAFERS - BE A DABRA—FEY - 3,
MEIRAY N AT — RN - iRt E 224
FEM T - B RECE LR s - IR
[5#) °

Rt FMIRS R B R ARE - B R IB R F YR
HREFEERASZHENPHIEE > BEZEFEE - 5K
FEBEF AR > S AR S (EEE IR T X - SFEED
B> EEUREFHEENFES - TELE > WEES
N o RS R B R T e R IR R - ATk - T
A AR —(E AR RO SERECEI L G S 4 811
FE#RENEN > EETFELEEWARE - BH2EHS
Y - BERME - SEEAE - ) REER T RECH
tHACH » DURARTIE thA NG &R ERISL - KIE R 2
PEZEERERE - ERISK > A2 AR TEXK
R BB i £ - HorpA s AR gE @ E M &8 IR

3 RREEALE > BIFEAMR - ( BEEZER) > 2021414
26H -

2021 / N0.390

aEtEETHEHR 7




M - EREREAR RS —EEFE AN - FEH
PRANAYHESL » 281 > IR A AR > IRAFTRHEIE RS
AME > MR RRE ST o KEBEEE - MAGHIR
B pUEELlE

Btk o BT o WMAVAIE—305 AR > 2— AR
WRE > —HAEFE HBAGHE - LE > My :
T RBRNTE ] DASTRE S o i HL AT REEEET S AT RIS
BEEEANT - |t BRI R ARG o IR
#h3% - fREVIT TR R RE BRI  BHg Bt Ea )
BEAZMWR (25 (BEHVESE) -~ 262) - LHEHAE
NFR G pEHE(EERER Z] - EHMIERA SR - HTTH
EBERERZ T - REEFR - BEGHE  F&
FRHIEE © ERERM > MR MTEEFAMEE > KL
PLEIER T

RERHEHK - HEHEE > EERCEHER - TR
R4 — L EARHIBI T ¢ B & i S —— MR PR R Ry
BN o fERPTE R Ay — @t > g RWE " H
CHIFEE - A& AR, C (RAER) -
287) o fAyEai SRR > BIEELE B CHYBEES T
H— A @2 LR FREYE A S - LA
Fo—(ERNAYE L ~ AR -

4 5T EZEhEEER: , ( Viva gli Anziani) 0 2012 11 H 2
E' o

2021 / No.390

A AR R - PR LRI EE AR E C
AL > BE#THTES ARV A RTAIR - M0 A M MR RS 22
% - RS E A RE RN —FR RN ——
(LY PNt AN ER S

"HERFIRRAE R | EBEEEA > WHGHEER |
FER IR -

PERTTRE
> AR RIEEE SRR

2021 &£ 5 H 31 H > BERIEhRES

B il A AN )

2021 / N0.390

aEitEETHEHR 9




Prot. N.757/21/1
y N
e

SR B e Ry b HE(S A WY R > M R NBRHITSR > e
EREABENZER B SR T Z W - FE-HEER
FEMEME R —EEREZIL - 5 - KEH
fEtSAVER K FEBCRECE By B Rt SR R H YT
ASNEH - REEFE AR [ HZNFEE - 25
ISR > WREBCRIERITRE ] > BEREAER L
HEE > SRR AR T RN B OBIENETE > 51202147
H25H ~ BEEFHHCERRER - HESSHERER
o [ 5% AR B T A5 Y P R LA Bt R 2 it 2R T A B R
HAHCE: ~ RERATAEL - AKBUR AT B

A -

A BRI R [E] H JRR S 2 KO AL AR & Bz 8 A
7300 BRI EEBOREMMAFTENTINE (402
7~ R TR ENIRNL ) B E S ek I HY R
(-8

mALM2ENERER - DUATARE R B FES
& EAERR VISR kDR DL E = R

2021 / No.390

o LB RS THIZBERNES - 300
MY ACHERS - WEEBCR AR AR BB - MR EH CHY
st BN > BRGZEENRE > TrEEEE
KL -

Rt > RHE G EEREEZRERBERLNRE > 2K
TR RERGERGFE RIS SR Ay =8 A
S EE ERVERE - DURIEfS - BT TR 2SS -

RESHERBHE R REHBEART) - BLASH
fily Z (EARTHEHE > — ML

FRER RS SRR BRI
LfE 2021 5 5 H 13 HEBERTKEI

el fe—— R ne B L

( Mauro Card.Piacenza )

Bl R—7u/E M
( KrzysztofNykiel )

GIEHE EHE AR E 55

2021 / N0.390

aEmMETFHE R 11




SEMBEERER |
L ‘2 L ‘2

T 5 5 BE B Ik 5 H it iis S FA o fER ARk {ATE R 0 R

17 3 %Lﬂuj’_é‘, ,J_m,g,gz,_!:-z o
(EECAEEED > BT TS £2H) RN L¥ wIE R

AR B REEWITEX G Bt R BEF L G A
T B NAATY A e E B TREG AR X HR

A AR BhR pgwhﬂﬁikkégﬁ@}goﬁg@ B H -4 BRI ko

T iE o AR A VR 0 AN o T

A2 z‘,'rf]&{;k % Lo AN iR o @ i o

ARFAL PR ER DT I PP E S

. P e AR R e S L P M HH  EEHEEREE D

W - —=—"Pr E4 ’

D RSN
SN

o
3

51

dER SR AREHE ] o R
FHASEERL f DR R SR EEEEHERREAT B
= =M e = =3% 1B 0
N R SRR
B REARE A LR E A AR T
B w83 ii@iindd i BE o

FAr BT AR 2 AL frindhic g 0 R AE T
_:E'J; %j@& %3 ’ é‘fv"f"v s]:é o

L W | I

2021 / No.390 2021 / N0.390




b

2021555 2 % = F 81 oF G il o
(Bl ek )

BEE - 20216 H7H (—) > 10:00~11:30

HEL - B FEHNE

HRE B F 8 - FEAFETEE - JIIREEEH -

w=IRHHEZ ~ S EH - EEEFH

FRA FHETEE —F TR

409k - PREHEAC

ZEaE

FFERE

FHREFEEEHER— DL TEHEHZER

- SH2 1V HERAE RS AR T E2 - B S T an
EFALETZ > A B B S A AR AR TE

-6 A HEWNGEE BN FHETFE Sebastian Francis ¥
2 N lEts F 5 F R EFRTRER - (BHFEIRLS
EXRVEE

- 6 H2H EpR4E NS o B S 3R EE A = IS AR AR
FHEENERIRTS - eigiEik EZoaere 11
18:3073 38 B 52 i 25/ = # A | 52 41 -

2021 / No.390

igiaix
nqnﬂﬂnﬁ

1. ZEREAFHNWE (TBRISERZER)

RRAER - NSRS H AR - (E e EEE R EHIR
KEMERMEASEMN - it R 2EEERGHEE
T8 HANEREBE » B A A& A S5 I A REREAIR, > ™
TREREZA —EETAE -

HiE:

I ZHEE (GEZEEERNGHITIEXE) FHErE
& DRZERENGHRE > 116 AKERXEEHE
ERGEH/INH - F /N PR RRT5E R L FESL
> WAEHRCP R > HFES B ERSIITHR - 87
JES A B 80 2 ek AR

2.8H7H (78) BRI E B TRARMI -
[t > BB IERRRTE

3. W TaglelBt4 T UGB LR AT —RE. » AR
e 2038 -

R FE -

2 2023 RERWAEMSH BRI -

AR T OB ERER B ER R

S - SETOES L (SR HRTRE® GER) b

SBIER) © B T AR R IR » 20214

10 O~10H] » S5 B FEREAS R E 308 RABEAE -

HEE 0 20214E 10 17H » 58 E — — & HEAI G

E SR BB L A -

2021 / N0.390

&t ETHEHR 15




BT R G S BRI o I E L B
REHOLF MR EERENEE L  ARIRERY
SR » R E I R E S R 2B R
o —EFERERRR L - SRR R
SMRE > BIUELBORESHRAZ IR X
AT Q0TI LR @R -

75k

EREE G SIFRYT 122022686 H 3014 © 7]
A ¢ Y B S RO LTRSS
FIT A B BMA SR TAR RO (T » LUR AT
A2 EREA S & HE A TREES - X5
FEBLIFIHFh B 72023 i RSl B - el (10
ITHESEIMA) BT -

Wil FE A -

3 BERAEE -

B ¢ fIE20214E 5 R E S G - Bl
BT A B B SR - RIS R ) 4
I ST A VIR PRI A BT T A 52 s
EPHEAEIE ATRATEE » I SRR RS
ST\ -

R S EREEEE A THIHEEAE - BE
B o HBUER BT -

G SEIES

1 R E2021 457 A30H B8 A3 H A 4B G BT H -

2021 / No.390

1) S 14fE 585 F H AR - R 202147
H30H £8H3H LT -

2) 2020 N Hr et hifi R e iR eE - Bl EiFdnZ
e ti it - N IEE — 2817 - B Al SRS 4ES5
HEERE > HEERAEE MEE - NtitEREs
EEFEHERHNANSH2SH ARG - REE
THERER T EFREUEGESTEH ) 2 -

3) Ry ENLIRGH LA 52019 K e EFFHE
i TAERMRE (> AamEANTT ~ VI RER B
HHAVENBEIE ] - BTSRRI (R - B {20 4T
WATEL - (AR IE ZF AR S fEiE
SRR 2 A R R ZBAKRIES T ~ 56w
i~ BB K E R ERVREG TAF o AR R0
P& N ARZIRE HH AR B E: R REER
S ENERE - NI EBMIHETER/NEREFR
EEFHHHEAERE - DIERHITAZER > 246
SIF=EZ -3

4) BRAARKARI=BEF H TIEREE] > FFEFH
PHEE TR BF R EETHENE - RUAE
ZEKFEHAHEE

RiE C[FEE O E

2021 / N0.390

agitEETHEHT 17




agitEETHEHT 19

Chinese Regional Bishops’ Conference
Minutes of the 1st Plenary Assembly, 2021

(Spring Plenary Assembly)

Date: April 6-9, 2021 (Tuesday-Friday)

Venue: CRBC Administrative Building (39 An-Ju St., 10622 Taan
District, Taipei)

President: Most Rev. John Baptist Lee

Attendees: Most Rev. Thomas Chung, Most Rev. Peter Liu,
Most Rev. Martin Su, Most Rev. John Lee

Absentee: Most Rev. Philip Huang

Invitees: Msgr. Arnaldo Catalan, Chargé d’Affaires, a.i., Apostolic
Nunciature Fr. John Baptist Wu, Apostolic Administrator
of Chiayi

Secretary: Fr. Otfried Chan, Secretary General

Opening Prayer

Address of Msgr. Arnaldo Catalan, Chargé d’Affaire a.i.
Apostolic Nunciature(Summary)

- Msgr. Catalan thanks CRBC for inviting him to the Plenary
Assembly and greets the Bishops with a “very happy Easter”.

- Amoris Laetitia Family year began on March 19, 2021 and
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will end on June 26, 2022. It is in the process aiming to make
known to the holy people of God the Church’s new perspective
on the family by Amoris Laetitia, an apostolic exhortation
released after two Synods of Bishops. Pope Francis reminded
that there are two aspects at the heart of all family pastoral
ministry, “the frankness of the proclamation of the Gospel
and the tenderness of accompaniment”. “This proclamation
cannot and must never be given from above or from outside.”
The Church proclaims the Gospel of the family by immersing
herself in real life, “knowing firsthand the daily struggles of
spouses and parents, their problems, their sufferings, all those
small and large situations that weigh down and sometimes
hinder their journey.”

The population in Taiwan is ageing continuously. National
Development Council reported that by 2025, 1 out of 5 citizens
will be 65 of age, and that in 2034 more than half of Taiwan’s
population will be 50 and above. For the Church in Taiwan and
its mission of evangelization, this future predicament poses
not only the question of whether we would have people to
evangelize but more fundamentally, whether we would have
people.

During this time of pandemic, it is helpful for the Church
to assist families to enhance the relationship, to rediscover
the importance of simple words and gestures in the daily
experience of family life so that the contents of Amoris Laetitia
may be lived out in all their richness. Moreover, strengthening
family values, and especially the willingness to have children
and bring them up in the faith among young couples, do not
only assure us of renewed population, it can also be a source,
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God willing, of future priestly and religious vocations that the
Catholic Church in Taiwan is so much in need of.

The Dicastery for the Laity, the Family and Life has received
the work report Mrs. Clare Yeh, Consultant, who has been
spreading the news of Amoris Laetitia to the families in Taiwan
for World Meeting of Families. Msgr. Catalan thanks the
Dioceses for helping Mrs. Clare Yeh in her work.

Address of the President, CRBC

Bishop John Baptist Lee thanks Msgr. Arnaldo Catalan for his
coming and welcomes him on behalf of all the Bishops.

A. Reports

I. Secretariat

1.

The project of Graduate Institute of Cross-Cultural Studies
(FJCU) on the “Documentation of the Church Properties of the
Catholic Church in Taiwan”.

Letter from the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human
Development. A conference at a local level is to be held on
October 3, 2021, by Stella Maris Seafarers’ Center in Taichung
Diocese. (To be confirmed)

Letters from the FABC (electing 3 bishops-delegates, Most
Rev. John Baptist Lee, Most Rev. Thomas Chung, Most Rev.
Martin Su, to attend the 50th anniversary of FABC, and CRBC
annual membership contribution, which has been adjusted from
US$1,000.- to US$1,200.-).

4. Letter from the Embassy of R.O.C. to the Holy See (Exhibition
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of Indigenous Statutes of Our Lady, in Taiwan).

5. Personnel of the IT Services of the CRBC Secretariat (sharing
with Radio Veritas).

6. Varia by the General Services of the Secretariat:

a) The setting of mutual right of superficies with Fu-Jen Catholic
University (FICU).

b) The land lot serial no. 212 on the part of Gui-He Rd. which
belongs to CRBC is occupied by some neighbors who had
built their homes on it. Xinzhuang Land Office, being asked
to survey the boundary, has confirmed the occupation of
the neighbors on January 27, 2021. The information of the
occupants has been acquired by the application of the land
registration transcriptions on March 9, 2021. The above-
mentioned occupation and the negotiation between the tenants
and CRBC will be entrusted to Attorney Hsieh, of Legal Affairs
of FJCU.

¢) The order of Mass wine once every three year was loaded on
March 13, 2021. The arrival of the shipment is scheduled for
May 2, 2021 and its delivery to all the Dioceses by May 10.

d) The fire safety report on the CRBC Administrative Building has
to be done by May 31, 2021.

7. On the recognition of the Baptism of other Christian
denominations by the Catholic Church.

II. Caritas Taiwan (Commission for Social Development)

III. Commission for Doctrine of the Faith and Catechetical
Instruction, Bible Apostolate
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IV. Commission for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant
People

V. Commission for Interreligious Dialogue and Ecumenical
Cooperation

Commission for Promoting Christian Unity

VI. Taiwan National Evangelization Congress

VII. Commission for Evangelization, Section for Youth
VIII. Commission for Evangelization, Section for Family
IX. Commission for Sacred Liturgy

X. Commission for Aborigine Apostolate

XI. Catholic Charismatic Renewal Service Team

XII. Commission for Education and Culture

XIII. Radio Veritas (Commission for Social Development)
XIV. Pontifical Mission Societies Taiwan

XV. Commission of Pastoral-Health Care

B. Contents of the Proposals

I. Secretariat

II. Commission for Aborigine Apostolate

III. Commission for Evangelization, Section for Youth &
Commission for the Clergy, Section for Vocation Promotion

I'V. Taiwan National Evangelization Congress

V. Hsinchu Diocese

VI. Association for Canon Law Study
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VII. Caritas Taiwan

VIII. Taiwan Catholic Regional Seminary

IX. Chiayi Diocese

X. Commission for Evangelization, Section for Family

XI. Taipei Archdiocese, Commission for Bioethics
Proposals:
I. Secretariat

A. The final account and work reports of Secretariat of CRBC
of 2020.

Explanation:

1. Please see attached documents: “2020 Final Account” and “2020
Work Reports”.

2. After approval, they will be submitted to the competent
authorities for examination.

Resolution: Approved.

B. Clarification on an entry of NT$2,075,597.- in the books of
CRBC 0f 2003.

Explanation:

1. The Ministry of Interior informed the Secretariat that it had
discovered an entry of NT$2,075,597.- in the account books of
2003 of CRBC, which has not been put into the annual balance.
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2. According to the minutes of the Plenary Meeting of the Bishops’
Conference of April 18, 2003, it was the amount of old books, an
internal donation to the CRBC by Fr. John Baptist Wu, the then
Secretary General of the Bishops’ Conference.

3. The entry is purely technical and entails no real money. It can be
deleted from the account books.

Resolution: Approved.

C. A land lot of 996.44m2 belonging to CRBC which is located
in Sec. 11, Guei-He District (Tai-Shan) for technical reason
has been divided by the Department of Land Administration
of New Taipei City into two areas with respective new serial
numbers as it lies between the separate line of two different
districts. (cf. attached documents)

Resolution: Approved.

D. The project of exchange of land between FJCU and
CRBC, which is for building the hospital of FJCU and the
New Seminary, requires the approval (recognitio) of the
Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples (cf. Can.
1297).

Explanation: At the Bishops’ Conference of November, 24-
28, 2008, it was decided that CRBC and FJCU could begin their
project of land exchange. As the land owned by both parts are
church properties, so it was believed that CRBC and FJCU should
just follow the prescriptions of the MOE.

However, the project was later understood by the Government as
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“sale of land” and was subject to very high land value increment
tax. As a result of that, the initial project of “exchange of land” is
modified to “setting of mutual right of superficies” (cf. attached
document). And it is now the moment to report the project to CEP
to for canonical approval.

Resolution: CRBC will write a formal letter to the CEP with
related documents to give an account on the project.

II. Commission for Aborigine Apostolate

A. Personnel adjustment of the Commission for Aborigine
Apostolate in view of the requirements of the work, - an
indigenous lay person is need, - and the capacities of the
Executive Secretary.

Explanation: The indigenous Catholics make up an important
percentage in the local Church and the Commission for Aborigine
Apostolate must have an indigenous staff member who understands
their culture so as to carry out effectively pastoral plans for them.
Currently, neither the Executive Secretary nor his secretary is an
indigenous. Viewing that the Executive Secretary has reached his
age of retirement, it is time to look for an indigenous person to
occupy the post.

Means:
1. CRBC will look for a well-trained person
2. His/Her salary will be paid by CRBC

3. He/She may work either in the Secretariat or in Tainan, the
Diocese of the President of the Commission.
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4. The current Executive Secretary can help as counselor after
retirement.

5. Any suitable candidates recommended by the Bishops will be
taken into consideration.

Resolution: The Chairman of the Commission of Aborigine
Apostolate can hire a secretary paying him/her NTD30.000.- per
month.

III. Section for Youth (Commission for Evangelization)
& Commission for the Section for Vocational Promotion
(Commission for the Clergy)

A. Personnel adjustment of the Section for Youth in connection
with the Section for Vocational Promotion in view of the
requirements of the work and the capacities of the Executive
Secretary.

Explanation: The growth of faith of the youth and their spiritual
accompaniment go hand in hand with the promotion of vocations.
There is a Section for the Youth (under the Commission for
Evangelization), and there is a Section for Vocational Promotion
(under the Commission for Clergy). And both Sections work for
young Catholics. Viewing the affinity in the nature of their work,
they should collaborate instead of operating each on their own at
a national level as vocations come from young children and the
youth. Therefore, the joint collaboration of both Sections also
requires a person who is familiar with the liturgy and the catechism,
with pastoral experience with the youth, capable of communicating
with other dioceses in foreign countries both by writing and by
speaking, and coordinating with the counterparts of the local
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Dioceses, knowing how to prepare projects and making budgets.

Means: The Section for the Youth and the Section for Vocational
Promotion share the same Executive Secretary. He/she will be paid
by CRBC and may have his/her office in the Secretariat, the Major
Seminary or the Diocese of Tainan.

Resolution: The Section for the Youth and the Section for
Vocation Promotion can conjointly employ a person to be the
Executive Secretary for both Sections offering him/her the salary of
NTD30,000.- according to the planned budget.

B. Taiwan Youth Day is scheduled for July 30 to August 3, 2021.
Now due to the pandemic, whether or not TWD 2021 should
be postponed? In case of non-postponement, supporting
measures specifically for the WYD will be necessary in
order to abide with the epidemic preventive measures of the
Taiwan Centers for Disease Control.

Explanation:

1. According to the resolution of Plenary Assembly of the Bishops’
Conference (November 27-30, 2018 ), Taiwan Youth Day (TYD)
is to be organized by the dioceses in turn only when there is NO
World Youth Day (WYD) or Asian Youth Day (ASD)in that year.

2. The Asian Youth Day for 2021 was planned to take place in
India, but the Bishops’ Conference of India announced that it
was unable to host the ASD.

3. The Diocese of Hualien had been entrusted the organization of
TYD but had to postpone it because of the pandemic after having
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making the necessary preparation. For the organizers of the
Diocese, it was disheartening. The cancellation of TYD would
further the morale of the organizing team and discourage people
to attend.

4. The supporting measures for hosting the TYD

a. Setting the quota of 40 persons per Diocese, in order to keep
the total number of attendants within 500 people.

b. After the first preparatory meeting of the TYD, advertizing
the TYD by means of videos and of social media platforms to
keep people informed about the progress of the preparation.

¢. And other sanitary rules and preventive measures to avoid

2. a. The liturgy

b. The involvement of the laity and the sisters in the
leadership of the parish

3. a. The family
b. The children in the Church

4. a. The youth in the Church

5. a. The Christian Faith Communities (CFC)
b. The catechumenate of adults

6. a. The pastoral care of the faithful who are distant from the
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Covid-19 infection. Church

Resolution: The TYD will take place as planned with all necessary

i 7. a. Missionary spirit and direct evangelism
supporting measures.

2. The attendants of the NEC will be assigned to seven different
groups, each including a bishop, seven priests, a representative
religious sister, four laypeople, a youth and several other
attendants of the Congress. Each group will pick up a topic for
discussion. Besides the attendants designated in the list, the

IV. Taiwan National Evangelization Congress

A. Delegates from each Diocese for the discussion during the
Congress, competence and obligations.

Explanation: group that will discuss topic no. 4 (on the youth in the Church
and their life in parish) must have other 8 young people for the
1. According to the “Pastoral guide for the parishes of the discussion.
Catholic Church in Taiwan”, the topics that need be discussed
are as follows: 3. The leader of the group was appointed by each Diocese

upon the recommendation of their Bishops at the Bishops’
Conference to be in charge of the discussions in group, and the
leaders will convene a meeting in May.

1. a. Introduction b. The basic principles of a missionary
oriented pastoral action in the parish.
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Resolution: The assignment of the leader and topic per group are
as follows:

» Taipei Archdiocese: Rev. Peter Lo, topic no. 4 a. The youth in
the Church

» Taichung Diocese: Rev. Benedict Hsu, topic no. 6a The pastoral
care of the faithful who are distant from the Church

* Kaohsiung Diocese: Rev. Dominic Tu, topic no. 1 a.
Introduction b. The basic principles of a missionary oriented
pastoral action in the parish

*  Chaiyi Diocese: a. Missionary spirit and direct evangelism
* Hsinchu Diocese: Rev. Alexander Truong, topic 2a. The liturgy

b. The involvement of the laity and the sisters in the leadership
of the parish

*  Hualien Diocese: Rev. Peter Chen, topic 3. a. The family
b. The children in the Church

B. Funding of the National Evangelization Congress and the
sharing of costs

Explanation:

1. The total estimated budget for the National Evangelization
Congress is NTD1,000,000.- According to the resolution of
the 2nd National Preparatory Meeting, it was decided that:
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- the costs for the venue in Fu-Jen Catholic University will be
fully sponsored by Fu-Jen Catholic University (approximation:
NTD150,000.-);

- the accommodation for four days (approximation: NTD300,000.-
) without including the travel expenses of the participants from
each Diocese;

- the costs for the meals and refreshments during the Congress will
be covered by the CRBC (approximation: NTD200,000.-);

- the publicizing materials, printed matters, decoration materials
and other items (approximation: NTD100,000.-).

2. The Commission for Evangelization (CRBC) has received a
donation of NTD500,000.- from Catholic Triple Virtue Charity
Commission of Taipei Archdiocese.

3. In order not to exceed the budget without having recourse to
registration fees, it is necessary to share the costs as follows.
CRBC will bear the costs for meals and refreshment, the travel
expenses of attendants will be covered by their belonging
Dioceses.

Resolution: The costs for accommodation and the travel expenses
of the attendants will be covered by their belonging Dioceses.

V. Hsinchu Diocese

A. Amendment of the Statutes of the National Pastoral Council
of Laity and the creation of a team for this specific task.
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Explanation:

1.

The first article of the Statutes of National Council of Lay
Apostolate referring to Lumen Gentium no. 9 states that the
new Covenant instituted by Christ is the new People of God.
Pope Paul VI says, “In dioceses, insofar as possible, there
should be councils which assist the apostolic work of the
Church either in the field of evangelization and sanctification
or in the charitable, social, or other spheres, and here it is
fitting that the clergy and Religious should cooperate with the
laity. While preserving the proper character and autonomy of
each organization, these councils will be able to promote the
mutual coordination of various lay associations and enterprises.
Councils of this type should be established as far as possible
also on the parochial, interparochial, and interdiocesan level
as well as in the national or international sphere.” (Decree
on the Apostolate of the Laity, no.26) In other words, the
National Council of Lay Apostolate should be a community of
communion between the laity and the Hierarchy.

Nevertheless, in the second and third chapter of the current
Statutes, it says nothing about the communion between the laity
and the Hierarchy. On the other hand, the National Council of
Lay Apostolate was created almost 50 years ago (in 1972), and
its Statutes were revised and then approved by the Bishops’
Conference 20 years ago. It is necessary to revise them again.

The ecclesiology of Vatican II had been adopted by the Canon
Law Edition of 1983 and articulated in canonical terminology.
It must be consulted for the revision of the Statutes.

4. Further discussions
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5. The revision of the Statutes need be entrusted to a group of
relevant persons.

6. The final draft is to be submitted to the next Plenary Assembly
for approval

Resolution: It is agreed to create a group for the revision of the
Statues and its members will be: the President of the Episcopal
Commission for Evangelization, the President of the National
Pastoral Council of Laity, the Chancellor or any suitable cleric plus
a suitable layperson of each Diocese. The list of the members is to
be submitted to the Secretariat before April 30.

B. Organizing a series of video-programs on “Life, Science and
Faith” on YouTube and by means of other social media.

Explanation:

1. Most of the social media support theories and ideas that
reject or misinterpret Christian faith, thus hindering the
evangelization work of the Church.

2. Radio Veritas should produce video-programs on topics like
“Life, Science and Faith” with each Diocese and broadcast
them on YouTube.

3. Catholic professor, Mr. Li Jiatong ( Z25Z[5] ) , can be the
moderator and invite scientists and renowned scholars to share
their experience with Catholic faith in their daily life by means
of dialogue, as so to help the public to have an objective view
of Catholic faith and discover Christ’s genuine love.

4. Detailed plan (cf. attached documents)
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5. Further discussions

6. If the proposal is accepted, each Diocese is requested to
recommend a guest to be invited.

Proposal: Approved. The name list of the guests is to be submitted
to the Secretariat before April 30.

C. The creation of a group for the regulation of Mass offerings
Explanation:
According to Canon Law:

Can. 945 §1 In accordance with the approved custom of the
Church, any priest who celebrates or concelebrates a Mass may
accept an offering to apply the Mass for a specific intention.

Can. 947 Even the semblance of trafficking or trading is to be
entirely excluded from Mass offerings.

As priests nowadays no longer live on Mass offerings, in order to
avoid any profit-making behavior, it is necessary to establish new
rules as regards Mass offerings that are to be promulgated in the
local Church.

Resolution: It is agreed to create a group for the regulation of Mass
offerings. The members of this group will be the same as the group
that is entrusted the amendment of the Statutes of the National
Council of Lay Apostolate, i.e., the Chancellor or any suitable
cleric and a layperson of each Diocese.

D. The creation of a group for Integral Human Development,
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thus enforcing the operation of the Episcopal Commission for
the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerary.

Resolution: Approved. The President (in charge) of the Episcopal
Commission for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerary, Bishop
John Baptist Lee and its Executive Secretary, Rev. Fr. Joy Tajonera,
MM, will report at the next Plenary Assembly (in November,
2021).

VI. Association for Canon Law Study

A. Proposal: Continuation of the proposal of Association for
Canon Law Study which was discussed in the 3rd plenary
assembly, 2020: drafting the cases that need be regulated
canonically by means of general decrees.

Explanation:
1. According to Can. 455

§1. A conference of bishops can only issue general decrees in
cases where universal law has prescribed it or a special
mandate of the Apostolic See has established it either motu
proprio or at the request of the conference itself.

§2. The decrees mentioned in §1, in order to be enacted validly
in a plenary meeting, must be passed by at least a two thirds
vote of the prelates who belong to the conference and possess
a deliberative vote. They do not obtain binding force unless
they have been legitimately promulgated after having been
reviewed by the Apostolic See.

§3. The conference of bishops itself determines the manner of
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promulgation and the time when the decrees take effect.

§4. In cases in which neither universal law nor a special mandate
of the Apostolic See has granted the power mentioned in §1
to a conference of bishops, the competence of each diocesan
bishop remains intact, nor is a conference or its president able
to act in the name of all the bishops unless each and every
bishop has given consent.

2. For the benefit of pastoral and evangelical ministry, the
application to regulate the general decree according to the 3rd
plenary assembly in 2020.

Can. 284 Clerics are to wear suitable ecclesiastical garb according
to the norms issued by the conference of bishops and according to
legitimate local customs.

Can. 535 §1. Each parish is to have parochial registers, that is,
those of baptisms, marriages, deaths, and others as prescribed by
the conference of bishops or the diocesan bishop. The pastor is to
see to it that these registers are accurately inscribed and carefully
preserved.

For the follow-up of the proposal which was discussed at the last
Plenary Assembly, the amended articles are to be found in the
attached documents, with a new amendment of article regarding
Can 535 §1 on the registers.

Means:

The Bishops must first agree on the content of the general decrees
of the CRBC. Then the texts will be sent to the Holy See for
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approval (recognitio). After the Holy See has given its approval,
the decrees will be issued and promulgated by CRBC.

Resolution: Accepted are the texts of the decrees for the
Complementary Norms of CRBC of the following 17 articles:
Canon 230 §1 - Lectors and Acolytes

Canon 284 - Clerical Attire

Canon 535 §1 - Parish Register

Canon. 755 §1- Ecumenical Movement

Canon 766 - Lay Preaching

Canon 891 - Age for Confirmation

Canon 895 - The Confirmation Registration and Notification
Canon 1062 §1 — Engagement

Canon 1067 - The Investigation of Freedom to Marry

Canon 1083 §2 —Age for Celebration of Marriage

Canon 1126 - Mixed Marriages

Canon 1246 §2 - Holy Days of Obligation

Canon 1251 — Days of Abstinence and Fasting

Canon 1253 - Observance of Fasting and Abstinence

Canon 1277 - Acts of Extraordinary Administration by Diocesan
Bishop

Canon 1292 §1 - Minimum and Maximum Sums,
Alienation of Church Property
Canon 1297 - Leasing of Church Property

(The full context of the decrees will be published after they have
been approved by the Holy See)
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VII. Caritas Taiwan (Commission for Social Development)

A. Proposal: The right and ownership of CRBC (Caritas
Taiwan) on 9/F, Section A of Central Building of CICM (No. 2,
Sec. 1, Zhongshan N. Rd., Zhongshan Dist., Taipei City).

Resolution: The Secretariat is to communicate the stand of CRBC
to CICM by a written letter.

VIII. Taiwan Catholic Regional Seminary (Commission for the
Clergy)

A. Proposal: Team Change of the Seminary.
Explanation:

The 3-year term of service of formation team will be due on July
31,2021. Current formation team members:

Rector: Rev. Etienne Frécon, MEP.
Vice-Rector and Formator: Rev. John Su
Dean of General Affairs: Rev. Bartolomeo Lu

Resolution: A new Formator is to be found, - according to the three
candidates recommended by the Bishops, in order of preference, -
whose name will be announced when his appointment is confirmed.

IX. Chiayi Diocese

A. Proposal: The request of Chiayi Diocese for the Coronation
of Our Lady of Chunghua enshrined at the Shrine of the Our
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Lady of Chunghua (in Meishan) has been approved by the
Holy See. A Mass will be celebrated in honor of the Coronation
of Our Lady of Chunghua and is scheduled for August 2021.
As Card. Luis Tagle, Prefect of the Congregation for the
Evangelization of Peoples will come to Taiwan in August, he is
invited to be the celebrant. The support and the assistance of
CRBC are needed.

Explanation: In accordance with the resolution of the Council
of Consultors in Chiayi Diocese on March 23, 2021, the date of
the Coronation is to be arranged according to the schedule of the
Prefect around August when Evangelization Congress taking place.
The first draft of the Coronation arrangement is as below.

Means:
1. Date: Sunday afternoon, August 8, 2021
2. Venue: Sacred Hearts High School in Yunlin

Resolution: Approved. The event of the day is added on to the
itinerary of Card. Tagle who is invited to attend the Taiwan
National Evangelization Congress.

X. Commission for Evangelization, Section for Family

A. “National Core Team for the Protection of Life” will
cooperate with the Archdiocese of Taipei in order to prepare
the event of “March for Life”. Afterwards the events will be
held in each Diocese in turn, in the hope that it will become a
regular event at the national level.

2021 / N0.390

agmEFHEH 39




Explanation:

1. In 1984, the “Genetic Health Act” was promulgated in Taiwan. In
other words, abortion became legal. According to the estimation
of the Medical Association, 500,000 unborn babies are reported
to be killed every year in Taiwan, far beyond the annual official
number of new-born babies.

2. The Diocese of Hsinchu held on May 11, 2019 the 1st “March
for Life”. It is hoped that through this activity, the public gets
sensitized to the importance of the life of unborn babies. 600
people came to join that March.

3. Thanks to the support of the Bishops the proposal of Section
for Family was accepted during the autumn Plenary Assembly,
2019. In order that this activity can have greater impact, the
Section for Family plans to extend it to a national scale, sharing
the experience of other countries and transfers the rally to the
capital, Taipei, in cooperation with other communities, on the
Saturday before the Mother’s Day in 2020. An organization plan
of “March for Life” with detailed information is available.

4. Due to the resurge of the Covic-19 pandemic, “March for Life”

which was to be held before Mother’s Day 2020 on a national
scale, has been postponed to 2022 provisionally before the
situation becomes clear in 2021.

5. In order to make the rally become a national event, and to
foster a common acknowledgement of it within the Church
and in society before it takes place in 2022, during the autumn
Plenary Assembly (2019) the Section for Family proposed to
create a “National Core Team for the Protection of Life” which

2021 / No.390

comprises the representatives from each Diocese and the Section
for Family. The proposal found the support and the approval of
the Bishops.

6. The first meeting, held on March 13, 2021, following the
creation of “National Core Team for the Protection of Life”, has
decided that the first March will place in Taipei, the capital, with
its symbolic meaning, and that “March for Life” 2022, is looking
forward to cooperating with the Archdiocese of Taipei

7. “National Core Team for the Protection of Life” may cooperate
with each Diocese, preparing the March on a national scale after
the rally in 2022, and the March can therefore take place in each
Diocese in turn every one to three years.

Means:
1. The Bishops are invited to join the March in 2022.

2. The Ordinary of each Diocese is requested to support that
the “National Core Team for the Protection of Life” and its
cooperation with each Diocese, preparing the March on a
national scale after the rally in 2022, and the March can therefore
take place in each Diocese in turn every one to three years. It is
hoped that the events will be become a regular important event
of Taiwan Church.

Resolution: Approved.

B. Amendment of the text for renewing the matrimonial vows
which is to be inserted to the liturgy of Mass celebration for the
commemoration of the anniversary of marriage.
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Explanation:

1. The ceremony of renewing the marriage vows is commonly
inserted in the Mass celebration after a marriage counseling
or on the Feast of the Holy Family by some of the marriage
counseling communities or some parishes, in the hope that this
not only reinforces the faith of married couples on their journey
of conjugal life, but also will encourage single lay people to
embrace matrimony overcoming their fear and the challenges of
conjugal life.

2. However, from the perspective of the Canon Law, just as the
sacrament of Baptism can be received once only, the Sacrament
of marriage can also be received once only. Therefore, the text
for renewing the marriage vows cannot be the same as the text
for the celebration of the sacrament of marriage.

3. In the Mass celebration for the commemoration of the
anniversary of the marriage, after the homily the celebrant can
consult the texts of the Diocese of Hong Kong for couple(s) to
renew their marriage vows.

Means:

1. The Ordinary of each Diocese is requested to approve that the
Mass celebration for the “commemoration of anniversary of
marriage” can be held on the Feast of the Holy Family in all
parish of Taiwan, or after a marriage counseling of the couple(s).

2. If the related rite is considered to be not thorough enough or
does not fit in the local custom of the Church in Taiwan, the
preparation of a more suitable can be entrusted to the Episcopal
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Commission for Sacred Liturgy.

Resolution: Approved. The Episcopal Commission for Sacred
Liturgy will examine the available and make necessary adaptations
if necessary.

XI. Taipei Archdiocese

A. Proposal: In order to encourage each Diocese, its deaneries
and sodalities to send 2 or 3 persons to be “seed teachers” so
that update information on bioethics and human rights law can
be duly spread and correctly explained within the Church.

Explanation: New laws on bioethics and regarding human rights
are in preparation. The Dioceses must be sufficiently prepared in
cases these laws come into effects.

Resolution: Approved. The Dioceses are to appoint some people
to attend the courses held by Commission for Bioethics of the
Taipei Archdiocese, in order to be seed teachers through by specific
training.

XII. Taiwan Catholic Regional Seminary (Commission for
Clergy)

A. Proposal: On-going Formation for Priests for 2021

Theme: Taiwan National Evangelization Congress

Date: August 16-19, 2021

Venue: Taiwan Catholic Regional Seminary
Goal:

1. Responding to and cooperating with the Taiwan National
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Evangelization Congress.

2. To reassure that the resolutions of Congress be well received
and implemented by the priests.

3. Sharing opinions.

4. Establishing the correlation between spirituality and pastoral
ministry.

5. In-depth conference and analysis on the very themes discussed
at the Congress.

Resolution: Approved. The list of lecturers will be the same as the
list of team leaders of the Congress discussion teams.

Provisional Motion
I. National Council of Lay Apostolate

Proposal: Fund-raising project for CRBC by selling local grapes
(Target amount: NTD1,000,000.- Totally, 10,000 boxes, price per
box NTD400.- and from each box NTD100.- for CRBC.).

Explanation: June is the season for the harvest of local grapes. So
the fund-raising action can start in June.

Resolution: Approved.
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Memorandum

CRBC and AMRSMW Joint Meeting
Date: May 10, 2021, 10am~3pm

Venue: Central Building Meeting Room (10F, No. 2, Sec. 1,
Zhongshan N. Rd., Zhongshan Dist., Taipei City)

Taiwan National Evangelization Congress
Date: August 4-7, 2021

Venue: Fu-Jen Catholic University, Taipei
CRBC 2" Standing Committee, 2021
Date: March 24, 2021, 3pm

Venue: CRBC (39 An-Ju Street, Taipei)
CRBC Autumn Plenary Assembly, 2021
Date: November 22-25, 2021

Venue: CRBC (39 An-Ju Street, Taipei)
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Chinese Regional Bishops’ Conference
Minutes of the 2nd Bishops’ (Video)
Conference, 2021

Date: 10:00am~11:30am, Monday, June 7, 2021
Venue: Curia of each Diocese
President: Most Rev. John Baptist Lee

Attendees: Most Rev. John Baptist Lee, Most Rev. Thomas Chung,
Most Rev. Peter Liu, Most Rev. Philip Huang,
Most Rev. Martin Su, Most Rev. John Lee

Secretary: Fr. Otfried Chan, Secretary General
Opening Prayer
Address of the President, CRBC

The President of CRBC, Most Rev. John Baptist Lee, sent a letter
in the name of CRBC to :

- Most Rev. Stephen Chow (Bishop-elect) on May 21 to
congratulate him on the appointment as the Bishop of the Diocese
of Hong Kong, and pray for him and his pastoral ministry.

- Most Rev. Sebastian Francis, President of Bishops’ Conference of
Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei, on June 1, to offer condolences
on the passing of Cardinal Cornelius Sim. The copy of the letter
has sent to Msgr. Arnaldo Catalan.
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- The Ministry of Foreign Affairs on June 2, to thank the Minister,
Mr. Joseph Wu, for the medical treatment offered to the late
Cardinal Cornelius Sim during his stay in Taiwan. The remains of
the Cardinal will be transported to his hometown at 6:30 pm on
June 11 by Royal Brunei Airlines.

Agenda

1. The National Evangelization Congress which probablycannot
take place.

Explanation: As the pandemic still rages on now in June, the final
preparatory meeting is unable to be held in June, and neither is the
Congress in August. One still need to find a proper way to bring it
to an ending, signifying that the hard work of each Diocese that has
been accomplished will not be in vain.

Means:

1. The written responses to the working document (‘Pastoral
guide for parishes of the Catholic Church in Taiwan’) of each
Diocese will be all collected and sent to the preparatory group
before the end of June. The preparatory group will compile the
responses of the Dioceses and edit them into a final document
as a booklet. Even though the National Evangelization Congress
cannot take place, a Mass should be celebrated for the closing
ceremony of the Congress and can be broadcasted online. At the
closing ceremony of the Congress, the booklet will be presented,
symbolizing the commitment of each Diocese. A copy of the
booklet will be sent to the Congregation for the Evangelization of
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Peoples, by the end of August.

2. The date and venue of the closing ceremony with Mass
celebration will be decided according to the development of the
pandemic.

3. Although Cardinal Tagle cannot come due to the pandemic, one
can request him to give a written message or recorded in a video
to the Congress to be read or shown at the ending of the Mass

Resolution: Approved.

2. The procedure for conducting the Synod of Bishops at the
level of particular Churches, in 2021.

Explanation:

The journey toward the XVI Ordinary General Assembly
of the Synod of Bishops will follow the following path:
- Opening of the Synod (October 2021): The opening of the
Synod will take place in the Vatican and in every diocese. The
Holy Father in the Vatican will inaugurate this synodal path: 9-10th
October. Under the guidance of the local bishop, each diocese
will open with the same celebration on Sunday 17th October.
- Diocesan Phase (October 2021 — April 2022): The
objective of this phase is to consult the People of God (cf.
Episcopalis Communio, 5, 2) so that the synodal process
is carried out through listening to all of the baptised, who
are the subject of the sensus fidei — infallible —in credendo.
- Continental Phase (September 2022 — March 2023): The
purpose of this phase is to promote dialogue at the continental
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level about the text of the first Instrumentum Laboris and deepen
discernment within the specific cultural context of each continent.
- Universal Church Phase (October 2023): The General
Secretariat for the Synod of Bishops will send the
second Instrumentum Laboris to the participants of the
Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops.
Celebration of the Synod of Bishops will take place in Rome
according to the norms established in the Apostolic Constitution
Episcopalis Communio. (October 2023)

Means:

A written communication will be announced by CRBC in early
July: Firstly, the reason why only the closing ceremony of the
National Evangelization Congress with Mass will take place
virtually. Secondly, the work that each Diocese has accomplished
from the beginning will be presented in a report during the closing
ceremony. Thirdly, the purpose and the process (starting from each
Diocese on October 17) of the Synod of Bishops, in 2023.

Resolution: Approved.
3. New Team of Formators for the Major Seminary.

Explanation: In accordance with the resolution of the 1st Plenary
Meeting in 2021, the candidates as the new formators of the
Major Seminary have been proposed in order of preference. The
first foreign candidate is unable to take over the position due to
insurmountable difficulties in his religious institute, and the third
local candidate is not available for the task of Formator in the
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Seminary. Therefore, CRBC needs to find another candidate.

Resolution: The Bishops will keep on looking for a new candidate
and the decision will be made by July 1. The present team of
formators will serve for an additional year if necessary.

Provisional Motion

1. The cancellation of 14th Taiwan Youth Day (TYD) which was
scheduled to take place on July 30~August 3, 2021.

Explanation:

1. The 14th Taiwan Youth Day (TYD) is to be held by Hualien
Diocese and was scheduled for July 30~August 3, 2021, in
Hualien.

2. Because of the pandemic in 2020, the TYD had already been
postponed to this year in accordance with the precautionary
measures of National Health Command Center. The sudden
outbreak of pandemic in last May, however, is even more severe
than in last year. The preparatory group of Hualien Diocese,
therefore, convened a meeting on May 25 and suggested to
CRBC that the 14th TYD should be cancelled for safety reasons.

3. Whether or not the TYD can place, the enthusiasm and the hard
work of the preparatory group of Hualien Diocese from 2019
till now cannot be denied, and the fruit of their work must be
not forgotten. Therefore, the Bishops hope that the preparatory
group put down in written documents their fruit of their work and
their experience and share them in various ways with all the lay
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people.

4. The work plan for TYD in the future has to wait for the
discussion before being finalized by Most Rev. John Lee,
President of the Section for Youth and National Counselor of
the Pastoral of the Youth. The work plan will be submitted in
November, at the Autumn Plenary Assembly.

Resolution: Approved.
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Message of His Holiness Pope Francis
for the First World Day for Grand-

parents and the Elderly
(25 July 2021)

“I am with you always”

Dear Grandfathers and Grandmothers,
Dear Elderly Friends,

“I am with you always” (Mt 28:20): this is the promise the
Lord made to his disciples before he ascended into heaven.
They are the words that he repeats to you today, dear
grandfathers and grandmothers, dear elderly friends. “I am
with you always” are also the words that I, as Bishop of
Rome and an elderly person like yourselves, would like to
address to you on this first World Day of Grandparents and
the Elderly. The whole Church is close to you — to us — and
cares about you, loves you and does not want to leave you
alone!

I am well aware that this Message comes to you at a difficult
time: the pandemic swept down on us like an unexpected and
furious storm; it has been a time of trial for everyone, but
especially for us elderly persons. Many of us fell ill, others
died or experienced the death of spouses or loved ones, while
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others found themselves isolated and alone for long periods.

The Lord is aware of all that we have been through in this
time. He is close to those who felt isolated and alone, feelings
that became more acute during the pandemic. Tradition has
it that Saint Joachim, the grandfather of Jesus, felt estranged
from those around him because he had no children; his life,
like that of his wife Anne, was considered useless. So the
Lord sent an angel to console him. While he mused sadly
outside the city gates, a messenger from the Lord appeared
to him and said, “Joachim, Joachim! The Lord has heard
your insistent prayer”.' Giotto, in one of his celebrated
frescoes,” seems to set the scene at night, one of those many
sleepless nights, filled with memories, worries and longings
to which many of us have come to be accustomed.

Even at the darkest moments, as in these months of pandemic,
the Lord continues to send angels to console our loneliness
and to remind us: “I am with you always”. He says this to
you, and he says it to me. That is the meaning of this Day,
which I wanted to celebrate for the first time in this particular
year, as a long period of isolation ends and social life slowly
resumes. May every grandfather, every grandmother, every
older person, especially those among us who are most alone,
receive the visit of an angel!

1 The episode is narrated in the Proto-evangelium of James.
2 This image has been chosen as the logo for the World Day of
Grandparents and the Elderly.
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At times those angels will have the face of our grandchildren,
at others, the face of family members, lifelong friends or
those we have come to know during these trying times, when
we have learned how important hugs and visits are for each
of us. How sad it makes me that in some places these are still
not possible!

The Lord, however, also sends us messengers through
his words, which are always at hand. Let us try to read
a page of the Gospel every day, to pray with the psalms,
to read the prophets! We will be comforted by the Lord’s
faithfulness. The Scriptures will also help us to understand
what the Lord is asking of our lives today. For at every hour
of the day (cf. Mt 20:1-16) and in every season of life, he
continues to send labourers into his vineyard. I was called to
become the Bishop of Rome when I had reached, so to speak,
retirement age and thought I would not be doing anything
new. The Lord is always — always — close to us. He is close
to us with new possibilities, new ideas, new consolations,
but always close to us. You know that the Lord is eternal; he
never, ever goes into retirement.

In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus tells the Apostles, “Go therefore
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe all that I have commanded you” (28:19-20).
These words are also addressed to us today. They help us
better understand that our vocation is to preserve our roots, to

2021 / No.390

pass on the faith to the young, and to care for the little ones.
Think about it: what is our vocation today, at our age? To
preserve our roots, to pass on the faith to the young and to
care for the little ones. Never forget this.

It makes no difference how old you are, whether you
still work or not, whether you are alone or have a family,
whether you became a grandmother or grandfather at a
young age or later, whether you are still independent or need
assistance. Because there is no retirement age from the work
of proclaiming the Gospel and handing down traditions to
your grandchildren. You just need to set out and undertake
something new.

At this crucial moment in history, you have a renewed
vocation. You may wonder: How this can be possible? My
energy is running out and I don’t think I can do much. How
can | begin to act differently when habit is so much a part
of my life? How can I devote myself to those who are poor
when I am already so concerned about my family? How can
I broaden my vision when I can’t even leave the residence
where I live? Isn’t my solitude already a sufficiently heavy
burden? How many of you are asking just that question:
isn’t my solitude already a sufficiently heavy burden? Jesus
himself heard a similar question from Nicodemus, who asked,
“How can a man be born when he is 0ld?” (Jn 3:4). It can
happen, the Lord replies, if we open our hearts to the working
of the Holy Spirit, who blows where he wills. The Holy
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Spirit whose freedom is such that goes wherever, and does
whatever, he wills.

As I have often observed, we will not emerge from the
present crisis as we were before, but either better or worse.
And “God willing... this may prove not to be just another
tragedy of history from which we learned nothing... If only
we might keep in mind all those elderly persons who died
for lack of respirators... If only this immense sorrow may not
prove useless, but enable us to take a step forward towards a
new style of life. If only we might discover once for all that
we need one another, and that in this way our human frailty
can experience a rebirth” (Fratelli Tutti, 35). No one is saved
alone. We are all indebted to one another. We are all brothers
and sisters.

Given this, I want to tell you that you are needed in order to
help build, in fraternity and social friendship, the world of
tomorrow: the world in which we, together with our children
and grandchildren, will live once the storm has subsided. All
of us must “take an active part in renewing and supporting
our troubled societies” (ibid., 77). Among the pillars that
support this new edifice, there are three that you, better
than anyone else, can help to set up. Those three pillars
are dreams, memory and prayer. The Lord’s closeness will
grant to all, even the frailest among us, the strength needed to
embark on a new journey along the path of dreams, memory
and prayer.
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The prophet Joel once promised: “Your old men shall
dream dreams, and your young men will have visions” (3:1).
The future of the world depends on this covenant between
young and old. Who, if not the young, can take the dreams of
the elderly and make them come true? Yet for this to happen,
it is necessary that we continue to dream. Our dreams of
justice, of peace, of solidarity can make it possible for our
young people to have new visions; in this way, together, we
can build the future. You need to show that it is possible to
emerge renewed from an experience of hardship. I am sure
that you have had more than one such experience: in your
life you have faced any number of troubles and yet were able
to pull through. Use those experiences to learn how to pull
through now.

Dreams are thus intertwined with memory. I think of the
painful memory of war, and its importance for helping
the young to learn the value of peace. Those among you
who experienced the suffering of war must pass on this
message. Keeping memory alive is a true mission for every
elderly person: keeping memory alive and sharing it with
others. Edith Bruck, who survived the horror of the Shoah,
has said that “even illuminating a single conscience is worth
the effort and pain of keeping alive the memory of what has
been.” She went on to say: “For me, memory is life.”” I also
think of my own grandparents, and those among you who

3 Memory is life, writing is breath. L ’Osservatore Romano, January 26,
2021.
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had to emigrate and know how hard it is to leave everything
behind, as so many people continue to do today, in hope
of a future. Some of those people may even now be at our
side, caring for us. These kinds of memory can help to build
a more humane and welcoming world. Without memory,
however, we will never be able to build; without a foundation,
we can never build a house. Never. And the foundation of life
is memory.

Finally, prayer. As my predecessor, Pope Benedict, himself
a saintly elderly person who continues to pray and work for
the Church, once said: “the prayer of the elderly can protect
the world, helping it perhaps more effectively than the
frenetic activity of many others.” He spoke those words in
2012, towards the end of his pontificate. There is something
beautiful here. Your prayer is a very precious resource: a
deep breath that the Church and the world urgently need
(cf. Evangelii Gaudium, 262). Especially in these difficult
times for our human family, as we continue to sail in the same
boat across the stormy sea of the pandemic, your intercession
for the world and for the Church has great value: it inspires in
everyone the serene trust that we will soon come to shore.

Dear grandmother, dear grandfather, dear elderly friends, in
concluding this Message to you, I would also like to mention
the example of Blessed (and soon Saint) Charles de Foucauld.
He lived as a hermit in Algeria and there testified to “his

4 Visit to the Group Home “Viva gli Anziani” , 2 November 2012.
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desire to feel himself a brother to all” (Fratelli Tutti, 287).
The story of his life shows how it is possible, even in the
solitude of one’ s own desert, to intercede for the poor of the
whole world and to become, in truth, a universal brother or
sister.

I ask the Lord that, also through his example, all of us may
open our hearts in sensitivity to the sufferings of the poor and
intercede for their needs. May each of us learn to repeat to
all, and especially to the young, the words of consolation we
have heard spoken to us today: “I am with you always”! Keep
moving forward! May the Lord grant you his blessing.

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 31 May 2021, Feast of the
Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

FRANCIS
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Prot. N. 757/21/1

DECREE

The Apostolic Penitentiary, in order to increase the devotion of
the faithful and for the salvation of souls, by virtue of the faculties
attributed to it by the Supreme Pontiff Pope Francis by Divine
Providence, listening to the recent request presented by the Most
Eminent Cardinal of the Holy Roman Church, Kevin Joseph
Farrell, Prefect of the Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life, on the
occasion of the First World Day of Grandparents and the Elderly,
recently instituted by the Supreme Pontiff on the fourth Sunday of
the month of July, graciously grants the Plenary Indulgence from
the heavenly treasures of the Church, under the usual conditions
(sacramental confession, Eucharistic communion and prayer
according to the intentions of the Supreme Pontiff) to grandparents,
the elderly and all the faithful who, motivated by a true spirit
of penance and charity, will participate on 25 July 2021, on the
occasion of the First World Day of Grandparents and the Elderly,
in the solemn celebration that the Most Holy Father Francis
will preside over in the Vatican Papal Basilica or at the various
functions that will be held throughout the world, who may also
apply it as suffrage for the souls in Purgatory.

This Court of Mercy also grants the Plenary Indulgence on this
same day to the faithful who devote adequate time to actually or
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virtually visiting their elderly brothers and sisters in need or in
difficulty (such as the sick, the abandoned, the disabled and other
similar cases).

The Plenary Indulgence may also be granted to, provided that they
detach themselves from any sins and intend to fulfill the three
usual conditions as soon as possible, the elderly sick and all those
who, unable to leave their homes for a serious reason, will unite
themselves spiritually to the sacred functions of the World Day,
offering to the Merciful God their prayers, pains or sufferings of
their lives, especially during the transmission, -through the means
of television and radio, but also through the new means of social
communication, of the words of the Supreme Pontiff and the
celebrations.

Therefore, in order to facilitate access to divine forgiveness through
the Keys of the Church, out of pastoral charity, this Penitentiary
earnestly requests priests, equipped with the appropriate faculties
to hear confessions, to make themselves available, in a ready and
generous spirit, for the celebration of Penance.

This Decree is valid for the First World Day of Grandparents and
the Elderly, notwithstanding any provision to the contrary.

Given at Rome, at the See of the Apostolic Penitentiary, on 13 May,
on the Ascension of the Lord, in the year of the Incarnation of the
Lord 2021.

MAURO CARD. PIACENZA
Major Penitentiary

KRZYSZTOF NYKIEL
Regent
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Prayer for the First World Day for
Grandparents and the Elderly

I thank You, Lord,

for the comfort of Your presence:

even in times of loneliness,

You are my hope and my confidence,

You have been my rock and my fortress since my youth!

I thank You for having given me a family

and for having blessed me with a long life.

I thank You for moments of joy and difficulty,

for the dreams that have already come true in my life and for
those that are still ahead of me.

I thank You for this time of renewed fruitfulness to which You
call me.

Increase, O Lord, my faith,

make me a channel of your peace,

teach me to embrace those who suffer more than me,
to never stop dreaming

and to tell of your wonders to new generations.

Protect and guide Pope Francis and the Church,

that the light of the Gospel might reach the ends of the earth.
Send Your Spirit, O Lord, to renew the world,

that the storm of the pandemic might be calmed,

the poor consoled and wars ended.

Sustain me in weakness

and help me to live life to the full

in each moment that You give me,

in the certainty that you are with me every day,
even until the end of the age.

H B

Amen.

[ ]
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