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Apostolic Edict

To our venerable brother Thomas Chung An-Zu, previously the bishop
of Kiayi, and now appointed archbishop of the metropolitan see of Taipei
and apostolic administrator of Kinmen or Quemoy Islands and Matzu,
greetings and apostolic blessing.

Since we are pressed by the solicitude exactly as the Apostle to the
Nations, we look after all Churches, with considerable care and diligence,
especially those that are presently deprived of their own guides.

Seeing that the noble archdiocese of Taipei does not have its own pastor,
after our venerable brother, John Hung Shan-Chuan, S.V.D. resigned
from office, we now turn to you, venerable brother, whose diligent
pastoral zeal we already have known, and whom we consider completely
suitable to carry out this work.

Thus, according with the judgment of the Congregation for the
Evangelization of Peoples and with your release from the bond of the

F\':'EE":_L f
3 3

Ik o

previous diocese, we declare you metropolitan archbishop of Taipei and
at the same time, apostolic administrator of Kinmen and Matsu Islands,
with all the rights and obligations that pertain to your dignity and office.

We ask that the clergy and the people entrusted to you should know about
our letter. We exhort our beloved sons and daughters so that with the
greatest kindness, they will receive you — who, from now on, are their
pastor, father, and teacher — and so that very diligently, they will carry out
your instructions, which you will give for their benefit.

Bt APGRRA R
F'L,’l}}',)’ffj? /lm[ lﬂ:"\_ﬁ/l’ )

+ o RS Biga TSk o Finally, we implore upon you, venerable brother, and upon the faithful
entrusted to your care, the grace and the power of the almighty God. May
He give to you more fruitful days to harvest the rewards of your pastoral

works.

Given in Rome, at the Lateran, on the 23rd day of May, in the year of the
Lord 2020, the eighth year of our pontificate.
Francis
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Chinese Regional Bishops’ Conference
Minutes of the 2020 Spring Plenary
Assembly

Date:  Tuesday, April 14 — Thursday, April 16, 2020

Venue: CRBC Administration Building
(39, An-Ju Street, Taipei)

President: Most Rev. John Hung, SVD
Attendees: Most Rev. Peter Liu, Most Rev. Bosco Lin,
Most Rev. Philip Huang, Most Rev. Martin Su,
Most Rev. John Baptist Lee, Most Rev. Thomas Chung
Secretary: Fr. Otfried Chan
Opening prayer
Address by Archbishop John Hung, President of the CRBC
A. Reports:
I. Secretariat:
1. Donation Guidelines of the Pontifical Missionary Union (PUM)

2. New Decree of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith,
“Quo magis” (Feast days of new Saints added to the 1962
Roman Missal)

3. Congregation for the Oriental Churches: Good Friday (Collection
for the Holy Land to be postponed because of the pandemic.
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Recently, Cardinal Leonardo Sandri, Prefect of the Congregation
for the Oriental Churches, announced the postponement of the
collection activity for the Holy Land to September 13, 2020, the
day before the Exaltation of the Holy Cross)

4. New Decree of the Congregation for Divine Worship, “Mass in
the time of Pandemic” (translated by the Commission for Liturgy
of the CRBC and the Commission for Sacred Liturgy of Hong
Kong Diocese)

5. Letter from the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human
Development (on the relief projects for humanitarian crisis
caused by the pandemic)

6. E-mail from Caritas Asia (appeal to solidarity with the Church in
poor countries)

7. Prayer for ending the pandemic of Covid-19 (revised version by
Chiayi Diocese)
8. Activities to be postponed:

a) March for Life (initially scheduled for Saturday May 2 at the
Holy Family Church, now to be postponed until next year).

b) FABC Central Committee Meeting (initially scheduled for
June 2020 in Pattaya, Thailand) and FABC General Conference
(initially scheduled for November 2020 in Bangkok, Thailand)
to be postpone until further notice.

¢) Visit to Taiwan of Fr. Fabrizio Meroni, PIME, Secretary
General of the PUM, temporarily postponed to July 2020.

9. Statutes of the Association of Charity (in Taitung) to be approved
by the CRBC

10. General Services Report (Cf. Proposals of the Secretariat)
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11. Personnel Report of the Secretariat

II. Commission for Evangelization, Section for Family
II1. Commission for Evangelization, Section for Youth
IV. Commission for Sacred Liturgy

V. Commission for Aborigine Apostolate

VI. Commission for Interreligious Dialogue and Ecumenical
Cooperation, Commission for Promoting Christian Unity

VII. Commission of Pastoral-Health Care
VIII. Commission for Education and Culture
IX. Caritas of Taiwan

X. Commission for Doctrine of the Faith and Catechetical
Instruction, Bible Apostolate

XI. Commission for Doctrine of the Faith and Catechetical
Instruction, Catholic Charismatic Renewal Service Team

XII. Commission for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and
Itinerant People

B. Proposals:

I. Secretariat

II. Commission of Pastoral — Health Care

III. Commission for Evangelization, Section for Youth

IV. Taiwan Catholic Regional Seminary (Commission for the
Clergy)Proposals:

I. Secretariat

A. Proposal : 2019 Final accounting of revenue and expenditure
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and work report.
Explanation:

1. Please see attached documents: “2019 Final Accounting of
Revenue and Expenditure of” and “2019 Work Executive
Report”.

2. After approval, they will be submitted to the local authorities for
examination and documentation.

B. Proposal: Application for boundary identification and
clarification of the lot of land No. 212 in Gui-he Section of Tai-
shan District, occupied by 5 houses nearby.

Explanation: The lot of land No.212 belonging to the Land
Exchange Project between the CRBC and the Fu-jen University
is occupied by 5 households: No. 34, Lane 67, Gui-zi Road (28 of
Gui-he Section); No. 1, Alley 32, Lane 67, Gui-zi Road (27 of Gui-
he Section); No. 3, Alley 32, Lane 67, Gui-zi Road (26 of Gui-
he Section); No. 5, Alley 32, Lane 67, Gui-zi Road (25 of Gui-
he Section); No. 7, Alley 32, Lane 67, Gui-zi Road (24 of Gui-he
Section). Therefore, the application for the boundary identification
will be in progress, and the subsequent legal actions will be
discussed.

Resolution: Fu-jen University is asked to help the CRBC to
apply for boundary identification which will officially confirm the
occupation of the afore-mentioned land by the 5 households in the
neighborhood. The problem of restitution of the land can be solved
as follows:

1. Houses demolition and returning of the land;

2. Sell the lot after its value is determined;
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3. The land to be rented;
4. Taking legal action as the ultimate solution.
C. Chrism Mass of the Maundy Thursday

Explanation: Viewing that the Taiwan Centers for Disease Control
announced on March 25 the resolution that the indoor gatherings of
more than 100 persons should be suspended; otherwise, people who
join any gathering must wear masks and keep the safety distance
of 1.5 meters. All priests must concelebrate with their bishop the
Chrism Mass on Maundy Thursday this year on April 9. Therefore,
the number of people inside the church will easily exceed 100.
The solution for this issue is as follows: the Chrism Mass will be
celebrated in each Diocese as usual; in case it is postponed, then it
will be celebrated on feast day of the Exaltation of Holy Cross, on
September 14 this year.

Resolution: Agreed, approved.

D. The Taiwan National Evangelization Congress was initially
planned to be held at the Fu-Jen University during August
5-8, 2020. Should it be canceled or postponed because of the
Covid-19 pandemic?

Explanation: Under the proviso that The Taiwan National
Evangelization Congress will be postponed, the implementation of
its preparation will be as follows:

1. From April to September 2020, the preparation of the Congress
at the diocesan level will take place. Each Diocese convenes
its parish priests, religious sisters and lay delegates (it is better
to limit their number) in order to have sufficient time for the
meetings. (The parish priests are requested to be present)

1.1 Each Diocese evaluates the surveys on the implementation of
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the 12 resolutions of the Congress of 1988:
a. What has been implemented?
b. What has not been implemented and deserves to be done?

1.2 Each Diocese evaluates the results of the preparation of the
Congress of 2019 at the parochial level:

a. Collect the reports on the implementation results at the
parochial level.

b. To be found out what topics regarding evangelization were
more discussed at the parochial level? What solutions take
priority over others?

2. The Chief Executive Officer, the Vice Chief Executive Officer of
the Congress and the Secretary General of the CRBC analyze the
results of the Internet surveys and draft the working documents
for the Congress of 2020: plans for parish pastoral work and
guidelines for evangelization (they will be finished in September
2020).

3. In September 2020, at the joint preparatory meeting for the
Congress, its postponement and the procedure at the diocesan
level will be discussed. The drafts of the working documents of
the Congress will be given to each Diocese for verification and
the suggestions and corrections will then be submitted.

4. From September 2020 to May 2021, the second stage of the
preparation of the Congress at the diocesan level will take place:

4.1 Each Diocese discusses the drafted agenda for the Congress,
including plans for pastoral work and guidelines for
evangelization.

4.2 Each Diocese decides its proposals and executive plans
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according to the local situation.

4.3 Each Diocese prepares its report at the diocesan level,
including proposals and implementation plans.

4.4 Each Diocese selects its delegates for the Congress.

5. In June 2021, the joint preparatory meeting of the Congress will
enter its final stage.

6. From the evening of August 4 to the noon of August 7, 2021, the
Taiwan National Evangelization Congress will be held in Fu-Jen
University.

7. From September to October 2021, the central committee of
the preparatory meetings of the Congress will edit a report on
the Congress and share it at the next CRBC Autumn Plenary
Assembly in November 2021.

8. At the next Autumn Plenary Assembly, a pastoral letter will be
written to summarize the pastoral and evangelization directions
of the whole Taiwan Catholic Church, as the final conclusion of
the Congress.

Resolution: It is agreed that the Taiwan National Evangelization
Congress will be postponed to the period from the evening of
August 4 to the noon of August 7, 2021, and that it will be carried
out according to the schedule mentioned above.

II. Commission of Pastoral-Health Care

A. Proposal: The participation of the Episcopal Commission of
Pastoral-Health Care in the “Community Merciful Care” policy of
the Health Promotion Administration.

Explanation:

1. The Health Promotion Administration of the Ministry of Health
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and Welfare promotes proactively from 2016 the “Community
Merciful Care” policy; different organizations are invited every
year to participate in this project. The Ministry will invite
not only the Catholic Church, but also Dr. Qiu Zhon-FENG,
President of the Taipei Cancer Center, and the Albert Schweitzer
Foundation, to work together to encourage the civil communities
to promote the model of “Community Merciful Care”. The
Episcopal Commission of Pastoral-Health Care submitted its
project to the Administration this year.

2. As the Pope Francis said in the Message for the 28th World Day
of the Sick 2020: “Jesus does not make demands of those who
endure situations of frailty, suffering and weakness, but offers
his mercy and his comforting presence. (...) The Church desires
to become more and more the “inn” of the Good Samaritan who
is Christ (cf. Lk 10:34), that is, a home where you can encounter
his grace, which finds expression in closeness, acceptance and
relief. In this home, you can meet people who, healed in their
frailty by God’s mercy, will help you bear your cross and enable
your suffering to give you a new perspective. You will be able
to look beyond your illness to a greater horizon of new light and
fresh strength for your lives.”

3. Through the participation in this project of the Government, we
can promote more broadly the spirit of service of the Church to
more civil communities and collaborate with them, spreading
thus God’s Mercy.

Resolution: Agreed, approved.

B. The Statement of the Episcopal Conference on the ‘Patient
Right to Autonomy Act’

Explanation: (cf. attached document, English translation not yet
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available)
Resolution: Agreed, approved.

II1. Episcopal Commission for Evangelization, Section for
Youth

Proposal: Due to the Covid-19 pandemic will the 2020 Taiwan
Youth Day be postponed? After its first national preparatory
meeting, the following suggested projects emerge and are submitted
to the bishops for discussion and decision:

1. The Taiwan Youth Day 2020 will be hosted according to the
initial schedule, from July 30 to August 3, and the number
of participants and the use of the premises will be adjusted
according to the regulations of the Taiwan Centers for Disease
Control.

2. The Taiwan Youth Day will be postponed to the summer of next
year, 2021. The dates will be decided by Hualien Diocese and
other Dioceses will be informed. Other Dioceses will start to
host the Taiwan Youth Day for the third turn afterwards.

3. The 2020 Taiwan Youth Day will be cancelled, and the third turn
of the TYD will begin next year, and it is Taipei Diocese which
will host it which will decide the dates.

Explanation:

1. At the CRBC Autumn Plenary Assembly of 2018, it is approved
that each Diocese takes its turn to host the TYD in years where
there is no World Youth Day or Asian Youth Day. Otherwise, at
the CRBC Autumn Plenary Assembly of 2019, it is approved that
the order to host the TYD will be as follows: Taipei, Hsinchu,
Taichung, Chiayi, Tainan, Kaohsiung, Haulien.
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2. The Asian Youth Day is initially planned to be held in India in
2021; however, India announced that it was not able to host the
AYD. Consequently, no WYD or AYD will be held in 2021.

3. The Taiwan Centers for Disease Control announced on March 25
that it was suggested to suspend indoor gatherings of more than
100 persons and outdoor gatherings of more than 500 persons.

Resolution: The TYD will be postponed for 1 year and then held in
the summer of next year and the dates will be decided by Hualien
Diocese and then other Dioceses will be informed. Other Dioceses
will also start to host the Taiwan Youth Day for the third turn
afterwards.

IV. Taiwan Catholic Regional Seminary
Proposal: Curriculum and planning of the pastoral formation
A. Explanation:

1. To initiate the seminarians into the pastoral life, so that they
can undertake gradually the pastoral ministry with the spirit of
service.

2. To make efforts to prepare properly the priesthood by accepting
particular accompaniments.

3. To prepare candidates for the priesthood to be engaged in the
phase of on-going formation.

B. Foundation: The Formation Team updates the formation of the
Seminary according to the new Ratio Fundamentalis (74-79). The
Team made some changes last year. In order to make the formation
more complete, the Formation Team of the Seminary needs to
change the pattern of the pastoral stage, as No. 74 of the new Ratio
Fundamentalis says; the pastoral stage (or the stage of vocational
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synthesis) includes the time after the formation in the Seminary,
then the deacon ordination, until the subsequent priestly ordination,
fully in accordance with the new Ratio Fundamentalis.

C. Means:

1. In order to provide the best accompaniment to the seminarian
and to help him with the discernment of vocation to the
ministerial priesthood, we suggest to build up a community of
formation including: the Ordinary of the Diocese, a person in
charge of vocational discernment, the Rector of the seminary, the
parish priest and some lay people working together with him; the
chairperson is the Rector of the seminary, and he may choose a
fixed time every semester to evaluate and accompany the service
of the seminarian in the parish or in the seminary.

2. The Rector should send one per month the seminarian or the
deacon in pastoral stage back to his Diocese to participate in the
pastoral work for 3 weeks. Under the guidance of the bishop
and the parish priest, the seminarian or the deacon is enabled
to experience the pastoral work: preaching, accompanying lay
communities, practicing pastoral care...; he can also in this way
experience for longer time the everyday life of a priest.

3. Every month, a week is reserved for the seminarian or the deacon
to continue some necessary courses in the seminary and at the
same time to review problems, difficulties or new experiences
he made in his pastoral work or in the daily life, and what he has
learned in courses will be integrated, and a kind environment
will be provided continually to the seminarian or the deacon so
that he can be supported and accompanied.

4. In order to prepare the seminarian to receive the deaconate
and the priestly ordination, retreats will be organized for the
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seminarian as requested by the Canon Law.

Resolution: The personalized pastoral formation of the seminary
is approved. The amendment of the articles related to the pastoral
stage mentioned in the “Taiwan Catholic Regional Seminary
Formation Handbook” will be submitted to the Episcopal
Conference for approval.

Provisional Motion

I. The Episcopal Conference will be held by means of video
conference.

Explanation: As it is difficult to foresee the end of the Covid-19
pandemic, and the situation may get worse anytime, during the
epidemic prevention and control period, people’s movements will
also be restricted; the Bishops must be ready for the case that they
cannot attend personally meetings of the Church, so it is necessary
to start to prepare video conferences.

Resolution: Agreed, approved. The Secretariat will ask Radio
Veritas to provide information on video conferences.

I1. The Publication of the Catholic Church Directory Taiwan

Explanation: The last publication of the Catholic Church Directory
Taiwan was in 2017, and it has been 3 years since then. After the
updating of information, it can be republished.

Resolution: Agreed, approved
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Memorandum
1. CRBC and AMRSMW Joint Meeting
Date: 10AM, May 19, 2020

Venue: CRBC Administrative Building (1F, 39, An-ju Street,
Taipei)

The Episcopal Conference decides to postpone the meeting until
further notice.

2. Ongoing Formation for Clergy
Date: August 17-21, 2020

Venue: Taiwan Catholic Regional Seminary (No.58 Santai Road,
Xinzhuang, New Taipei City)

3. Autumn Standing Committee

Date: 3PM, Wednesday, November 4, 2020

Venue: CRBC Administrative Building (39, An-ju Street, Taipei)
4. Autumn Plenary Assembly

Date: November 24-26, 2020

Venue: CRBC Administrative Building (39, An-ju Street, Taipei)

Prepared by:

Fr. Otfried Chan
Secretary General

CRBC
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Message following the Installation of
H. E. Most Rev. Thomas Chung An-Zu
as Archbishop of Taipei

18 July 2020

Your Excellency, Dr. Tsai Ing-Wen, President of the Republic of
China, Taiwan;

Your Excellency Most Rev. Thomas Chung, Archbishop of Taipei;
Your Excellency Most Rev. John Hung, emeritus Archbishop of
Taipei;

Your Excellency Most Rev. John Baptist Lee, Bishop of Hsinchu
and President of CRBC;

Your Excellencies, the Bishops of Taiwan;

Distinguished Officials and Representatives of National and Local
Government;

Distinguished leaders of Christian Denominations and leaders of
other Religions:

The Right Rev. Dr. Lennon Yuan-Rung Chang, Bishop of the
Episcopal Diocese of Taiwan,

Rev. Pong Kwan-Wan, Bishop of the Methodist Church in the
Republic of China,

Rev. Abus Takisvilainan, Moderator of the Presbyterian Church in
Taiwan,

Rev. Lian Chin-Siong, the Program Secretary for Ecumenical
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Relations of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan,
Rev. Kao Tang-En, Vice-Bishop of the Taiwan Lutheran Church,

Rev. Daniel Cheng, Secretary General of the Bible Society in
Taiwan,

Mr. Shang-Shing Chou, Vice President of the Republic of China
and Taiwan Conference on Religion and Peace,

Rev. Kirill Shkarbul, Rector of the Russian Orthodox Parish
(Moscow Patriarchate) of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross in
Taipei,

Mr. Chiu Ping-Chang, Secretary General of the Orthodox Parish
(Moscow Patriarchate),

Mr. Liu Ren Hai, Chairman of Taiwan Christian Service,

Mr. Yu Tsung Jen, CEO of Taiwan Christian Service,

Mr. Stephen S.S. Lee, Elder, Presbyterian Church of Taiwan,

Rev. Chu Chang Pei-Ti, Board Director of YWCA of Taiwan,

Ms. Lu, Hsueh-Ying, Preacher of The Garden of Hope Foundation,

Master Jing- Yao, President of Buddhist Association of the
Republic of China and Taiwan Conference on Religion and Peace
& Buddhist Association of the Republic of China,

Ven. Sunshine Shih, CEO, Bodhi-Sunshine Conference,

Mr. Huang Teh-Hsien, Prsident of the Tienti Teachings Association
& Mrs. Huang,

Ms Dannie Liu, Secretary General of Taiwan Conference on
Religion and Peace, Secretary General of Taiwan Conference on
Religion and Peace and The Tienti Teachings Association,
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Mr. Osman Cubuk,
Mr. Chen, Guo Tai & Mr. Yeh Chihsien from Xuan-Yuan Jiao,
Mr. Wang Ming, President of Tian De Religion,

Mr. Chen Tuo-Huan, Department Head of Social Education,
Unification Church,

Mr. Chen Chao-Hsiang, Deputy Secretary, the Republic of China
I-Kuan Tao Association,

Ms Chien Feng-Ling, Secretary, the Republic of China I-Kuan Tao
Association,

Mr. Chuang Chung-Wei, National Communication Council
Assistant Director of Public Affairs, the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints,

Reverend Fathers,
My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

Seventy years have passed since the first Apostolic Prefect was
nominated for the Apostolic Prefecture of Taipei. Two Years later,
in 1952, he became the first Archbishop of the newly established
Archdiocese of Taipei.

But even if our new Archbishop is today taking possession of an
established Archdiocese, with its structures and clergy, he comes
nevertheless with the same mission as the first Archbishop of
Taipei: to preach the Kingdom of God, to call men and women to
a new life in Christ, to govern, to baptize, to sanctify: in a word, to
carry forward the work of evangelization.

Indeed, in this moment, the Church is engaged in the work of the
New Evangelization, inaugurated by Pope John Paul II and central
to the pontificate of Pope Francis.
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Dear Archbishop Thomas, in entrusting this Archdiocese to your
pastoral care, the Holy Father Pope Francis calls you first and
foremost to announce the Gospel; but also to live the Gospel,
becoming a true pastor in the image of the Good Shepherd, close
to his people and his priests, with a heart for the poor and a special
concern for those in the margins of society. You are also called
to collaborate with the civil authorities for the promotion of the
common good of all.

As the Chairman of the Episcopal Committee for inter-religious
Dialogue of the Bishops’ Conference, you are also called to seek
friendly avenues of understanding and collaboration with our
brothers and sisters of different faiths (who are among us today)
and build inter-religious and ecumenical bridges for the benefit of
all the people of Taiwan. May the common effort between peoples
of all faiths on behalf of the poor and needy be a shining example
of unity in diversity, harmony in goodness and compassion.

To the Faithful of the Diocese of Chiayi, who are very well
represented here, thank you for sharing your beloved bishop to
Taipei. (Taipei promises to take care of Archbishop Thomas).

To the Faithful of the Archdiocese of Taipei, the Holy Father has
given you a new pastor and calls on you to pray and help him in his
tasks. (Otherwise, Chiayi will take him back).

The Church counts on your wholehearted support to Archbishop
Thomas to advance the noble work of announcing Jesus, our
Savior, to those who have not yet heard his Gospel. I wish to assure
all of you of my solidarity in the service of the Church and support
in prayer.

On behalf of all the faithful of Taipei, I also acknowledge
Archbishop John Hung for his 13 years at the helm of the
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Archdiocese. As you take your well-deserved leave from diocesan
administration, may God bless you with continued health and
serenity.

I take this opportunity to thank the President of the Republic of
China, Taiwan, for her presence among us today. Your presence,
Your Excellency, is an assurance for us of the support and
appreciation of the government, in the past and in the present, for
the work of the Catholic Church on behalf of the people of Taiwan,
for Catholics as well as non-Catholics. Thank you very much for
sharing this moment with us.

To all here present for this important milestone in the ecclesiastical
history of Taipei and to the Catholic Church in Taiwan as a whole,
the Holy Father assures all of you of his closeness and paternal
concern. So, let us also remember to always pray for Pope Francis.
Thank you.
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Website : www.catholic.org.tw

Email : bishconf@catholic.org.tw
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