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The Apostolic Nunciature in the ROC (Taiwan) and its friends
made a second donation of medical equipment and protective
instruments to Italy, that is still combatting COVID-19,
through the campaign that was organized by the Italian
Economic, Trade and Cultural Promotion Office (IETCPO)
and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA), on 22 April
2020 at the premises of the Nunciature at Daan District.

2020424 H22 HZCEREFER(HEE R HA R - FERZEHEE
AR R COVID-19 R TR BB TR S AR 155
CattEH R AT EE TR, SR ER AR S S B
WrEER (IETCPO) FISMHEIEHHNY " AN G —HE
fsE  EBhEE -

Present for the turn-over ceremonies were Mr. Johnson Sen
Chiang; Director of the European Department of the MOFA,
Msgr. Arnaldo Catalan; Charge d' Affaires, a.i., Mr. Davide
Giglio; Director of the IETCPO and Mr. Giuseppe 1zzo;
Chairman of the European Chamber of Commerce Taiwan,
who transported the items to Italy.

I 18 KRB BN EEON =] Bl R 2 /%54 ~ 20t
BEEEAEEERIMMEL BT AR HE 5 U bR
MR ARLCAR/IE  BEONEC G E ER L
Feff (BEAEYLEERAN) -

This second donation to Italy concludes the initiative of the

Nunciature since Italy will also be benefited by the successful
fund drive organized by the Camillian Fathers of Yilan and
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receive assistance from the government of Taiwan.
PULEFEER GEEE DAL S —fE#RB) - sepk T ¥HiE B BhE
BIHERE - 1 HEAN S H B R G 75 Rt 34
SR > R B EBUF IR - 2 amBER -

The Apostolic Nunciature thanks all its friends and those who
generously contributed to help those fighting the pandemic.
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Urbi Et Orbi Message
of His Holiness Pope Francis

Easter 2020

Saint Peter’s Basilica
Easter, 12 April 2020

Dear brothers and sisters, Happy Easter!

Today the Church’s proclamation echoes throughout the world:
“Jesus Christ is risen!” — “He is truly risen!”.

Like a new flame this Good News springs up in the night: the
night of a world already faced with epochal challenges and now
oppressed by a pandemic severely testing our whole human family.
In this night, the Church’s voice rings out: “Christ, my hope, has
arisen!” (Easter Sequence).

This is a different “contagion”, a message transmitted from heart
to heart — for every human heart awaits this Good News. It is the
contagion of hope: “Christ, my hope, is risen!”. This is no magic
formula that makes problems vanish. No, the resurrection of Christ
is not that. Instead, it is the victory of love over the root of evil,
a victory that does not “by-pass” suffering and death, but passes
through them, opening a path in the abyss, transforming evil into
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good: this is the unique hallmark of the power of God.

The Risen Lord is also the Crucified One, not someone else. In his
glorious body he bears indelible wounds: wounds that have become
windows of hope. Let us turn our gaze to him that he may heal the
wounds of an afflicted humanity.

Today my thoughts turn in the first place to the many who have
been directly affected by the coronavirus: the sick, those who
have died and family members who mourn the loss of their loved
ones, to whom, in some cases, they were unable even to bid a
final farewell. May the Lord of life welcome the departed into
his kingdom and grant comfort and hope to those still suffering,
especially the elderly and those who are alone. May he never
withdraw his consolation and help from those who are especially
vulnerable, such as persons who work in nursing homes, or live in
barracks and prisons. For many, this is an Easter of solitude lived
amid the sorrow and hardship that the pandemic is causing, from
physical suffering to economic difficulties.

This disease has not only deprived us of human closeness, but also
of the possibility of receiving in person the consolation that flows
from the sacraments, particularly the Eucharist and Reconciliation.
In many countries, it has not been possible to approach them,
but the Lord has not left us alone! United in our prayer, we are
convinced that he has laid his hand upon us (cf. Ps 138:5), firmly
reassuring us: Do not be afraid, “I have risen and I am with you
still!” (cf. Roman Missal, Entrance Antiphon, Mass of Easter
Sunday).

May Jesus, our Passover, grant strength and hope to doctors and
nurses, who everywhere offer a witness of care and love for our
neighbours, to the point of exhaustion and not infrequently at the
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expense of their own health. Our gratitude and affection go to
them, to all who work diligently to guarantee the essential services
necessary for civil society, and to the law enforcement and military
personnel who in many countries have helped ease people’s
difficulties and sufferings.

In these weeks, the lives of millions of people have suddenly
changed. For many, remaining at home has been an opportunity to
reflect, to withdraw from the frenetic pace of life, stay with loved
ones and enjoy their company. For many, though, this is also a time
of worry about an uncertain future, about jobs that are at risk and
about other consequences of the current crisis. I encourage political
leaders to work actively for the common good, to provide the
means and resources needed to enable everyone to lead a dignified
life and, when circumstances allow, to assist them in resuming their
normal daily activities.

This is not a time for indifference, because the whole world is
suffering and needs to be united in facing the pandemic. May
the risen Jesus grant hope to all the poor, to those living on the
peripheries, to refugees and the homeless. May these, the most
vulnerable of our brothers and sisters living in the cities and
peripheries of every part of the world, not be abandoned. Let us
ensure that they do not lack basic necessities (all the more difficult
to find now that many businesses are closed) such as medicine
and especially the possibility of adequate health care. In light of
the present circumstances, may international sanctions be relaxed,
since these make it difficult for countries on which they have been
imposed to provide adequate support to their citizens, and may
all nations be put in a position to meet the greatest needs of the
moment through the reduction, if not the forgiveness, of the debt
burdening the balance sheets of the poorest nations.
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This is not a time for self-centredness, because the challenge we
are facing is shared by all, without distinguishing between persons.
Among the many areas of the world affected by the coronavirus,
I think in a special way of Europe. After the Second World War,
this continent was able to rise again, thanks to a concrete spirit of
solidarity that enabled it to overcome the rivalries of the past. It
is more urgent than ever, especially in the present circumstances,
that these rivalries do not regain force, but that all recognize
themselves as part of a single family and support one another.
The European Union is presently facing an epochal challenge, on
which will depend not only its future but that of the whole world.
Let us not lose the opportunity to give further proof of solidarity,
also by turning to innovative solutions. The only alternative is the
selfishness of particular interests and the temptation of a return to
the past, at the risk of severely damaging the peaceful coexistence
and development of future generations.

This is not a time for division. May Christ our peace enlighten
all who have responsibility in conflicts, that they may have the
courage to support the appeal for an immediate global ceasefire
in all corners of the world. This is not a time for continuing to
manufacture and deal in arms, spending vast amounts of money
that ought to be used to care for others and save lives. Rather,
may this be a time for finally ending the long war that has caused
such great bloodshed in beloved Syria, the conflict in Yemen and
the hostilities in Iraq and in Lebanon. May this be the time when
Israelis and Palestinians resume dialogue in order to find a stable
and lasting solution that will allow both to live in peace. May the
sufferings of the people who live in the eastern regions of Ukraine
come to an end. May the terrorist attacks carried out against so
many innocent people in different African countries come to an
end.
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This is not a time for forgetfulness. The crisis we are facing should
not make us forget the many other crises that bring suffering to
so many people. May the Lord of life be close to all those in Asia
and Africa who are experiencing grave humanitarian crises, as in
the Province of Cabo Delgado in the north of Mozambique. May
he warm the hearts of the many refugees displaced because of
wars, drought and famine. May he grant protection to migrants
and refugees, many of them children, who are living in unbearable
conditions, especially in Libya and on the border between Greece
and Turkey. And I do not want to forget the island of Lesvos. In
Venezuela, may he enable concrete and immediate solutions to be
reached that can permit international assistance to a population
suffering from the grave political, socio-economic and health
situation.

Dear brothers and sisters,

Indifference, self-centredness, division and forgetfulness are not
words we want to hear at this time. We want to ban these words
for ever! They seem to prevail when fear and death overwhelm us,
that is, when we do not let the Lord Jesus triumph in our hearts and
lives. May Christ, who has already defeated death and opened for
us the way to eternal salvation, dispel the darkness of our suffering
humanity and lead us into the light of his glorious day, a day that
knows no end.

With these thoughts, I would like to wish all of you a happy Easter.
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Message of His Holiness Pope Francis
for
The World Day of Prayer for Vocations
3 May 2020

Words of Vocation

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On 4 August last year, the 160th anniversary of the death of the
Curé of Ars, I chose to write a letter to all those priests who daily
devote their lives to the service of God’s people in response to the
Lord’s call.

On that occasion, I chose four key words — pain, gratitude,
encouragement and praise — as a way of thanking priests and
supporting their ministry. I believe that today, on this 57th World
Day of Prayer for Vocations, those words can be addressed to the
whole people of God, against the backdrop of the Gospel passage
that recounts for us the remarkable experience of Jesus and Peter
during a stormy night on the Sea of Galilee (cf. Mt 14:22-33).

After the multiplication of the loaves, which had astonished the
crowds, Jesus told his disciples to get into the boat and precede him
to the other shore, while he took leave of the people. The image
of the disciples crossing the lake can evoke our own life’s journey.
Indeed, the boat of our lives slowly advances, restlessly looking
for a safe haven and prepared to face the perils and promises of the
sea, yet at the same time trusting that the helmsman will ultimately
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keep us on the right course. At times, though, the boat can drift off
course, misled by mirages, not the lighthouse that leads it home,
and be tossed by the tempests of difficulty, doubt and fear.

Something similar takes place in the hearts of those who,
called to follow the Teacher of Nazareth, have to undertake a
crossing and abandon their own security to become the Lord’s
disciples. The risk involved is real: the night falls, the headwinds
howl, the boat is tossed by the waves, and fear of failure, of not
being up to the call, can threaten to overwhelm them.

The Gospel, however, tells us that in the midst of this
challenging journey we are not alone. Like the first ray of dawn
in the heart of the night, the Lord comes walking on the troubled
waters to join the disciples; he invites Peter to come to him on the
waves, saves him when he sees him sinking and, once in the boat,
makes the winds die down.

The first word of vocation, then, is gratitude. Taking the
right course is not something we do on our own, nor does it depend
solely on the road we choose to travel. How we find fulfilment in
life 1s more than a decision we make as isolated individuals; above
all else, it is a response to a call from on high. The Lord points out
our destination on the opposite shore and he grants us the courage
to board the boat. In calling us, he becomes our helmsman; he
accompanies and guides us; he prevents us from running aground
on the shoals of indecision and even enables us to walk on surging
waters.

Every vocation is born of that gaze of love with which the
Lord came to meet us, perhaps even at a time when our boat was
being battered by the storm. “Vocation, more than our own choice,
is a response to the Lord’s unmerited call” (Letter to Priests, 4
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August 2019). We will succeed in discovering and embracing our
vocation once we open our hearts in gratitude and perceive the
passage of God in our lives.

When the disciples see Jesus walking towards them on the sea,
they first think that he is a ghost and are filled with fear. Jesus
immediately reassures them with words that should constantly
accompany our lives and our vocational journey: “Take heart, it is I;
have no fear” (Mt 14:27). This, then, is the second word I wish to
offer you: encouragement.

What frequently hinders our journey, our growth, our choosing the
road the Lord is marking out for us, are certain “ghosts” that trouble
our hearts. When we are called to leave safe shores and embrace a
state of life — like marriage, ministerial priesthood, consecrated life
— our first reaction is often from the “ghost of disbelief”. Surely,
this vocation is not for me! Can this really be the right path? Is the
Lord really asking me to do this?

Those thoughts can keep growing — justifications and calculations
that sap our determination and leave us hesitant and powerless on
the shore where we started. We think we might be wrong, not up to
the challenge, or simply glimpsing a ghost to be exorcized.

The Lord knows that a fundamental life choice — like marriage or
special consecration to his service — calls for courage. He knows
the questions, doubts and difficulties that toss the boat of our heart,
and so he reassures us: “Take heart, it is I; have no fear!” We know
in faith that he is present and comes to meet us, that he is ever at
our side even amid stormy seas. This knowledge sets us free from
that lethargy which I have called “sweet sorrow” (Letter to Priests,
4 August 2019), the interior discouragement that hold us back from
experiencing the beauty of our vocation.
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In the Letter to Priests, I also spoke about pain, but here I would
like to translate the word differently, as fatigue. Every vocation
brings with it a responsibility. The Lord calls us because he wants
to enable us, like Peter, to “walk on water”, in other words, to take
charge of our lives and place them at the service of the Gospel, in
the concrete and everyday ways that he shows us, and specifically
in the different forms of lay, priestly and consecrated vocation. Yet,
like Saint Peter, our desire and enthusiasm coexist with our failings
and fears.

If we let ourselves be daunted by the responsibilities that await us
— whether in married life or priestly ministry — or by the hardships
in store for us, then we will soon turn away from the gaze of Jesus
and, like Peter, we will begin to sink. On the other hand, despite
our frailty and poverty, faith enables us to walk towards the Risen
Lord and to weather every storm. Whenever fatigue or fear make
us start to sink, Jesus holds out his hand to us. He gives us the
enthusiasm we need to live our vocation with joy and fervour.

When Jesus at last boards the boat, the winds die down and the
waves are calmed. Here we have a beautiful image of what the
Lord can do at times of turbulence and tempest in our lives. He
stills those winds, so that the forces of evil, fear and resignation no
longer have power over us.

As we live out our specific vocation, those headwinds can wear us
down. Here I think of all those who have important responsibilities
in civil society, spouses whom I like to refer to — note without
reason — as “courageous”, and in a particular way those who have
embraced the consecrated life or the priesthood. I am conscious
of your hard work, the sense of isolation that can at times weigh
upon your hearts, the risk of falling into a rut that can gradually
make the ardent flame of our vocation die down, the burden of
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the uncertainty and insecurity of the times, and worry about the
future. Take heart, do not be afraid! Jesus is at our side, and if we
acknowledge him as the one Lord of our lives, he will stretch out
his hand, take hold of us and save us.

Even amid the storm-tossed waters, then, our lives become open to
praise. This is the last of our vocation words, and it is an invitation
to cultivate the interior disposition of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Grateful that Lord gazed upon her, faithful amid fear and turmoil,
she courageously embraced her vocation and made of her life an
eternal song of praise to the Lord.

Dear friends, on this day in particular, but also in the ordinary
pastoral life of our communities, I ask the Church to continue
to promote vocations. May she touch the hearts of the faithful
and enable each of them to discover with gratitude God’s call in
their lives, to find courage to say “yes” to God, to overcome all
weariness through faith in Christ, and to make of their lives a song
of praise for God, for their brothers and sisters, and for the whole
world. May the Virgin Mary accompany us and intercede for us.

Rome, Saint John Lateran,
8 March 2020, the Second Sunday of Lent

Francis
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Message of His Holiness Pope Francis
for
The 54th World Communications Day

9

“That you may tell your children and grandchildren’
(Ex 10:2)
Life becomes history

I would like to devote this year’s Message to the theme of
storytelling, because I believe that, so as not to lose our bearings,
we need to make our own the truth contained in good stories.
Stories that build up, not tear down; stories that help us rediscover
our roots and the strength needed to move forward together. Amid
the cacophony of voices and messages that surround us, we need
a human story that can speak of ourselves and of the beauty all
around us. A narrative that can regard our world and its happenings
with a tender gaze. A narrative that can tell us that we are part of a
living and interconnected tapestry. A narrative that can reveal the
interweaving of the threads which connect us to one another.

1. Weaving stories

Human beings are storytellers. From childhood we hunger for
stories just as we hunger for food. Stories influence our lives,
whether in the form of fairy tales, novels, films, songs, news, even
if we do not always realize it. Often we decide what is right or
wrong based on characters and stories we have made our own.
Stories leave their mark on us; they shape our convictions and our
behaviour. They can help us understand and communicate who we
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are.

We are not just the only beings who need clothing to cover our
vulnerability (cf. Gen 3: 21); we are also the only ones who need
to be “clothed” with stories to protect our lives. We weave not only
clothing, but also stories: indeed, the human capacity to “weave”
(Latin texere) gives us not only the word textile but also text. The
stories of different ages all have a common “loom”: the thread of
their narrative involves “heroes”, including everyday heroes, who
in following a dream confront difficult situations and combat evil,
driven by a force that makes them courageous, the force of love. By
immersing ourselves in stories, we can find reasons to heroically
face the challenges of life.

Human beings are storytellers because we are engaged in a process
of constant growth, discovering ourselves and becoming enriched
in the tapestry of the days of our life. Yet since the very beginning,
our story has been threatened: evil snakes its way through history.

2. Not all stories are good stories

“When you eat of it ... you will be like God” (cf. Gen 3:4): the
temptation of the serpent introduces into the fabric of history a
knot difficult to undo. “If you possess, you will become, you will
achieve...” This is the message whispered by those who even today
use storytelling for purposes of exploitation. How many stories
serve to lull us, convincing us that to be happy we continually need
to gain, possess and consume. We may not even realize how greedy
we have become for chatter and gossip, or how much violence and
falsehood we are consuming. Often on communication platforms,
instead of constructive stories which serve to strengthen social ties
and the cultural fabric, we find destructive and provocative stories
that wear down and break the fragile threads binding us together
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as a society. By patching together bits of unverified information,
repeating banal and deceptively persuasive arguments, sending
strident and hateful messages, we do not help to weave human
history, but instead strip others of their dignity.

But whereas the stories employed for exploitation and power have
a short lifespan, a good story can transcend the confines of space
and time. Centuries later, it remains timely, for it nourishes life.

In an age when falsification is increasingly sophisticated, reaching
exponential levels (as in deepfake), we need wisdom to be able
to welcome and create beautiful, true and good stories. We need
courage to reject false and evil stories. We need patience and
discernment to rediscover stories that help us not to lose the thread
amid today’s many troubles. We need stories that reveal who we
truly are, also in the untold heroism of everyday life.

3. The Story of stories

Sacred Scripture is a Story of stories. How many events, peoples
and individuals it sets before us! It shows us from the very
beginning a God who is both creator and narrator. Indeed, God
speaks his word and things come into existence (cf. Gen 1). As
narrator, God calls things into life, culminating in the creation
of man and woman as his free dialogue partners, who make
history alongside him. In one of the Psalms, the creature tells
the creator: “For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me
together in my mother’s womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully
and wonderfully made ... My frame was not hidden from you,
when [ was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths
of the earth” (139:13-15). We are not born complete, but need to
be constantly “woven”, “knitted together”. Life is given to us as an
invitation to continue to weave the “wonderful” mystery that we
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arec.

The Bible is thus the great love story between God and humanity.
At its centre stands Jesus, whose own story brings to fulfilment
both God’s love for us and our love for God. Henceforth, in every
generation, men and women are called to recount and commit to
memory the most significant episodes of this Story of stories, those
that best communicate its meaning.

The title of this year’s Message is drawn from the Book of Exodus,
a primordial biblical story in which God intervenes in the history
of his people. When the enslaved children of Israel cry out to Him,
God listens and remembers: “God remembered His covenant with
Abraham, with Isaac and with Jacob. God saw the people of Israel
— and God knew” (Ex 2: 24-25). God’s memory brings liberation
from oppression through a series of signs and wonders. The Lord
then reveals to Moses the meaning of all these signs: “that you may
tell in the hearing of your children and grandchildren... what signs
I have done among them, that you may know that I am the Lord”
(Ex 10:2). The Exodus experience teaches us that knowledge of
the Lord is handed down from generation to generation mainly by
telling the story of how he continues to make himself present. The
God of life communicates with us through the story of life.

Jesus spoke of God not with abstract concepts, but with parables,
brief stories taken from everyday life. At this point life becomes
story and then, for the listener, story becomes life: the story
becomes part of the life of those who listen to it, and it changes
them.

The Gospels are also stories, and not by chance. While they tell
us about Jesus, they are “performative”[1]; they conform us to
Jesus. The Gospel asks the reader to share in the same faith in
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order to share in the same life. The Gospel of John tells us that the
quintessential storyteller — the Word — himself becomes the story:
“God’s only Son, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known”
(Jn 1: 18). The original verb, exegésato, can be translated both as
“revealed” and “recounted”. God has become personally woven
into our humanity, and so has given us a new way of weaving our
stories.

4. An ever renewed story

The history of Christ is not a legacy from the past; it is our story,
and always timely. It shows us that God was so deeply concerned
for mankind, for our flesh and our history, to the point that he
became man, flesh and history. It also tells us that no human
stories are insignificant or paltry. Since God became story, every
human story is, in a certain sense, a divine story. In the history of
every person, the Father sees again the story of his Son who came
down to earth. Every human story has an irrepressible dignity.
Consequently, humanity deserves stories that are worthy of it,
worthy of that dizzying and fascinating height to which Jesus
elevated it.

“You” — Saint Paul wrote — “are a letter from Christ delivered by
us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not
on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts” (2 Cor 3:3). The
Holy Spirit, the love of God, writes within us. And as he writes
within us, he establishes goodness in us and constantly reminds us
of'it. Indeed, to “re-mind” means to bring to mind, to “write” on the
heart. By the power of the Holy Spirit, every story, even the most
forgotten one, even the one that seems to be written with the most
crooked lines, can become inspired, can be reborn as a masterpiece,
and become an appendix to the Gospel. Like the Confessions of
Augustine. Like A Pilgrim’s Journey of Ignatius. Like The Story
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of a Soul of Saint Therese of the Child Jesus. Like The Betrothed,
like The Brothers Karamazov. Like countless other stories, which
have admirably scripted the encounter between God’s freedom
and that of man. Each of us knows different stories that have the
fragrance of the Gospel, that have borne witness to the Love that
transforms life. These stories cry out to be shared, recounted and
brought to life in every age, in every language, in every medium.

5. A story that renews us

Our own story becomes part of every great story. As we read the
Scriptures, the stories of the saints, and also those texts that have
shed light on the human heart and its beauty, the Holy Spirit is
free to write in our hearts, reviving our memory of what we are in
God’s eyes. When we remember the love that created and saved us,
when we make love a part of our daily stories, when we weave the
tapestry of our days with mercy, we are turning another page. We
no longer remain tied to regrets and sadness, bound to an unhealthy
memory that burdens our hearts; rather, by opening ourselves to
others, we open ourselves to the same vision of the great storyteller.
Telling God our story is never useless: even if the record of
events remains the same, the meaning and perspective are always
changing. To tell our story to the Lord is to enter into his gaze of
compassionate love for us and for others. We can recount to him the
stories we live, bringing to him the people and the situations that
fill our lives. With him we can re-weave the fabric of life, darning
its rips and tears. How much we, all of us, need to do exactly this!

With the gaze of the great storyteller — the only one who has the
ultimate point of view — we can then approach the other characters,
our brothers and sisters, who are with us as actors in today’s story.
For no one is an extra on the world stage, and everyone’s story is
open to possible change. Even when we tell of evil, we can learn
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to leave room for redemption; in the midst of evil, we can also
recognize the working of goodness and give it space.

So it is not a matter of simply telling stories as such, or of
advertising ourselves, but rather of remembering who and what
we are in God’s eyes, bearing witness to what the Spirit writes in
our hearts and revealing to everyone that his or her story contains
marvellous things. In order to do this, let us entrust ourselves to a
woman who knit together in her womb the humanity of God and,
the Gospel tells us, wove together the events of her life. For the
Virgin Mary “treasured all these things and pondered them in her
heart” (Lk 2: 19). Let us ask for help from her, who knew how to
untie the knots of life with the gentle strength of love:

O Mary, woman and mother, you wove the divine Word in your
womb, you recounted by your life the magnificent works of God.
Listen to our stories, hold them in your heart and make your own
the stories that no one wants to hear. Teach us to recognize the
good thread that runs through history. Look at the tangled knots
in our life that paralyze our memory. By your gentle hands, every
knot can be untied. Woman of the Spirit, mother of trust, inspire us
too. Help us build stories of peace, stories that point to the future.
And show us the way to live them together.

Rome, at Saint John Lateran, 24 January 2020, the Memorial of
Saint Francis de Sales

Francis

[1] Cf. Benedict XVI, Encyclical Letter Spe Salvi, 2: “The
Christian message was not only ‘informative’ but ‘performative’.
That means: the Gospel is not merely a communication of things
that can be known—it is one that makes things happen and is life-
changing”.

2020 / No.378

agithe FTHEH 61

Christians and Muslims:
Protecting together the places of worship

Message for The Month of Ramadan and 'ID AI-FITR
1441 H. / 2020A.D.

Vatican City
Dear Muslim brothers andsisters,

The month of Ramadan is so central in your religion and therefore
dear toyouat personal, familial and social levels. It is a time
for spiritual healing and growth,ofsharing with the poor, of
strengthening bonds with relatives andfriends.

Forus,yourChristianfriends,itisapropitioustimetofurtherstrengthe
nourrelationshipswithyou,bygreetingyou,meetingyouonthisoccas
ionand,wherepossible, by sharing in an iftar with you. Ramadan
and ‘Jd al-Fitr thus arespecialoccasionstofosterfraternitybetween
ChristiansandMuslims.Itisinthisspiritthatthe Pontifical Council for
Interreligious Dialogue offers its prayerful best wishesandhearty
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congratulations to youall.

The thoughts we like to share with you this year following
ourcherishedtradition are about the protection of the places
ofworship.

Asweallknow,theplacesofworshipoccupyanimportantplacei
nChristianity and Islam, and in other religions as well. For
both ChristiansandMuslims, churches and mosques are spaces
reserved for prayer, personalandcommunitarian alike. They are
constructed and furnished in a way that favourssilence, reflection
and meditation. They are spaces where one can go deepinhimself/
herself, so favouring for God-experience in silence. A place of
worship ofany religion therefore is “a house of prayer” (Isaiah,
56,7).

Placesofworshiparealsospacesforspiritualhospitality,wherebelie
versofother religions also join for some special ceremonies like
weddings, funerals, feastsofthecommunityetc. Whiletheypartic
ipateintheeventsinsilenceandwithduerespecttothereligiousobse
rvancesofthebelieversofthatparticularreligion,theyalso savour
the hospitality accorded to them. Such practice is a privileged
witnesstowhat unites believers, without diminishing or denying
what distinguishesthem.

In this regard, it is worthwhile to recall what Pope Francis said
when he madeavisit to the Heydar Aliyev Mosque, in Baku
(Azerbaijan) on Sunday, 2 October2016:”Meeting one another in
fraternal friendship in this place of prayer is a powerfulsign,onethat
showstheharmonywhichreligionscanbuildtogether,basedonpersonal
relations and on the good will of those responsible”.

In the context of recent attacks on churches, mosques and
synagoguesbywicked persons who seem to perceive the places of
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worship as a privileged targetfortheir blind and senseless violence,
it is worth noting what the Document on”’HumanFraternityfor
WorldPeaceandLivingTogether”,signedbyPopeFrancisandtheG
rand Imam of Al-Azhar, Dr. Ahmad Al-Tayyeb, in Abu Dhabi,
on 4February2019, said: “The protection of places of worship
- synagogues, churches andmosques - is a duty guaranteed by
religions, human values, laws and international agreements. Every
attempt to attack places of worship or threaten them by violent
assaults, bombings or destruction, is a deviation from the teachings
of religions as well as a clear violation of international law".

While appreciating the efforts done by the international community
at different levels for the protection of the places of worship
worldwide, it is our hope that our mutual esteem, respect and
cooperation will help strengthen the bonds of sincere friendship,
and enable our communities to safeguard the places of worship to
assure for coming generations the fundamental freedom to profess
one's own beliefs.

With renewed esteem and fraternal greetings, in the name of the
Pontifical CouncilforInterreligiousDialogue,weconveyfriendlywish
esforafruitfulmonth of Ramadan and a joyous 'Idal-Fitr.

From the Vatican, 17 April 2020

Miguel Angel Cardinal Ayuso Guixot, MCCJ

President

Rev. Msgr. Indunil Kodithuwakku Janakaratne Kankanamalage

Secretary
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