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Message of His Holiness Pope Francis
for The XXVIII World Day of
The Sick 2020

11 February 2020

“Come to me, all you who labour and are burdened,
and I will give you rest” (Mt 11:28)

Dear brothers and sisters,

1. Jesus’ words, “Come to me, all you who labour and are burdened, and
I will give you rest” (Mt 11:28) point to the mysterious path of grace that
is revealed to the simple and gives new strength to those who are weary
and tired. These words of Christ express the solidarity of the Son of Man
with all those who are hurt and afflicted. How many people suffer in both
body and soul! Jesus urges everyone to draw near to him — “Come to
me!” — and he promises them comfort and repose. “When Jesus says this,
he has before him the people he meets every day on the streets of Galilee:
very many simple people, the poor, the sick, sinners, those who are
marginalized by the burden of the law and the oppressive social system...
These people always followed him to hear his word, a word that gave
hope! Jesus’ words always give hope!” (Angelus, 6 July 2014).

On this XXVIII World Day of the Sick, Jesus repeats these words to
the sick, the oppressed, and the poor. For they realize that they depend
entirely on God and, beneath the burden of their trials, stand in need of
his healing. Jesus does not make demands of those who endure situations
of frailty, suffering and weakness, but offers his mercy and his comforting
presence. He looks upon a wounded humanity with eyes that gaze into
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the heart of each person. That gaze is not one of indifference; rather,
it embraces people in their entirety, each person in his or her health
condition, discarding no one, but rather inviting everyone to share in his
life and to experience his tender love.

2. Why does Jesus have these feelings? Because he himself became frail,
endured human suffering and received comfort from his Father. Indeed,
only those who personally experience suffering are then able to comfort
others. There are so many kinds of grave suffering: incurable and chronic
diseases, psychological diseases, situations calling for rehabilitation
or palliative care, numerous forms of disability, children’s or geriatric
diseases... At times human warmth is lacking in our approach to these.
What is needed is a personalized approach to the sick, not just of curing
but also of caring, in view of an integral human healing. In experiencing
illness, individuals not only feel threatened in their physical integrity, but
also in the relational, intellectual, affective and spiritual dimensions of
their lives. For this reason, in addition to therapy and support, they expect
care and attention. In a word, love. At the side of every sick person, there
is also a family, which itself suffers and is in need of support and comfort.

3. Dear brothers and sisters who are ill, your sickness makes you in a
particular way one of those “who labour and are burdened”, and thus
attract the eyes and heart of Jesus. In him, you will find light to brighten
your darkest moments and hope to soothe your distress. He urges you:
“Come to me”. In him, you will find strength to face all the worries
and questions that assail you during this “dark night” of body and soul.
Christ did not give us prescriptions, but through his passion, death and
resurrection he frees us from the grip of evil.

In your experience of illness, you certainly need a place to find rest. The
Church desires to become more and more the “inn” of the Good Samaritan
who is Christ (cf. Lk 10:34), that is, a home where you can encounter his
grace, which finds expression in closeness, acceptance and relief. In this
home, you can meet people who, healed in their frailty by God’s mercy,
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will help you bear your cross and enable your suffering to give you a
new perspective. You will be able to look beyond your illness to a greater
horizon of new light and fresh strength for your lives.

A key role in this effort to offer rest and renewal to our sick brothers and
sisters is played by healthcare workers: physicians, nurses, medical and
administrative professionals, assistants and volunteers. Thanks to their
expertise, they can make patients feel the presence of Christ who consoles
and cares for the sick, and heals every hurt. Yet they too are men and
women with their own frailties and even illnesses. They show how true
it is that “once Christ’s comfort and rest is received, we are called in turn
to become rest and comfort for our brothers and sisters, with a docile and
humble attitude in imitation of the Teacher” (Angelus, 6 July 2014).

4. Dear healthcare professionals, let us always remember that diagnostic,
preventive and therapeutic treatments, research, care and rehabilitation are
always in the service of the sick person; indeed the noun “person” takes
priority over the adjective “sick”. In your work, may you always strive to
promote the dignity and life of each person, and reject any compromise in
the direction of euthanasia, assisted suicide or suppression of life, even in
the case of terminal illness.

When confronted with the limitations and even failures of medical science
before increasingly problematic clinical cases and bleak diagnoses, you
are called to be open to the transcendent dimension of your profession
that reveals its ultimate meaning. Let us remember that life is sacred and
belongs to God; hence it is inviolable and no one can claim the right to
dispose of it freely (cf. Donum Vitae, 5; Evangelium Vitae, 29-53). Life
must be welcomed, protected, respected and served from its beginning
to its end: both human reason and faith in God, the author of life, require
this. In some cases, conscientious objection becomes a necessary decision
if you are to be consistent with your “yes” to life and to the human person.
Your professionalism, sustained by Christian charity, will be the best
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service you can offer for the safeguarding of the truest human right, the
right to life. When you can no longer provide a cure, you will still be able
to provide care and healing, through gestures and procedures that give
comfort and relief to the sick.

Tragically, in some contexts of war and violent conflict, healthcare
professionals and the facilities that receive and assist the sick are attacked.
In some areas, too, political authorities attempt to manipulate medical
care for their own advantage, thus restricting the medical profession’s
legitimate autonomy. Yet attacking those who devote themselves to the
service of the suffering members of society does not serve the interests of
anyone.

5. On this XXVIII World Day of the Sick, I think of our many brothers
and sisters throughout the world who have no access to medical care
because they live in poverty. For this reason, I urge healthcare institutions
and government leaders throughout the world not to neglect social justice
out of a preoccupation for financial concerns. It is my hope that, by
joining the principles of solidarity and subsidiarity, efforts will be made
to cooperate in ensuring that everyone has access to suitable treatments
for preserving and restoring their health. I offer heartfelt thanks to all
those volunteers who serve the sick, often compensating for structural
shortcomings, while reflecting the image of Christ, the Good Samaritan,
by their acts of tender love and closeness.

To the Blessed Virgin Mary, Health of the Sick, I entrust all those who
bear the burden of illness, along with their families and all healthcare
workers. With the assurance of a remembrance in my prayers, I cordially
impart my Apostolic Blessing.

From the Vatican, 3 January 2020
Memorial of the Most Holy Name of Jesus

Francis
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ANNOUNCEMENT

“The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I lack. (...) Even
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I
will fear no evil, for you are with me.” (Ps 23:1,4) A novel
coronavirus (named “2019-nCoV”)' has caused a global
outbreak of a pneumonia-like illness. However, we believe
that in complying with the instructions of the Government, in
particular those of the Centers for Disease Control,” and also
by trusting in God’s divine providence and His power, the
people and the Church in Taiwan will manage to overcome all
the dangers and difficulties.

It has been confirmed that this coronavirus is spread through
person-to-person contact, i.e. by droplet infection, but also
through the discharge from mouth, eyes, and nose. In order
to protect oneself and others, it is highly recommend that one
should wear medical face mask in public places and wash his/
her hands each time after having physical contact with other

1  WHO has named Wuhan pneumonia as 2019-novel coronavirus
(2019-nCoV) on 12" January, 2020.
2 Cf. https://www.cdc.gov.tw
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people or objects. Used masks, tissue paper, handkerchiefs,
and towels, should be put in a separate bag before they
are thrown away. And one should avoid going to crowded
areas and call for medical help immediately in case of any
suspicious symptoms.”

In order that the faithful can continue to receive the
sacraments,” attending the Holy Mass and receiving the Holy
Communion without fear and without risk, the following
basic rules are to be observed:

1. Always keep the air clean and fresh in the church/chapel.

2. People who have symptoms such as flu, cough, shortness
of breath, and fever, or those who have been in physical
contact with suspected patients, should restrain themselves
from attending Mass.

3. Priests must wear medical face masks when administering
the sacraments.

4. All sacred vessels used at Mass must be disinfected before
and after the celebration.

5. Alcohol-based hand rubs and masks should be made
available for those who come to Mass. When the faithful
assemble for the celebration, they should avoid sitting too
close to one another.

6. In order to reduce the risk of contagion, during the liturgy
of the Word the congregation can listen to the readings

3 Toll-free telephone number: 1922 or 0800-001922.
4 Cf. Can. 213.
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without using printed texts. And the lyrics of the songs
for the liturgy can be shown on a screen by means of a
projector whenever possible.

7. Priests and the faithful should wear masks throughout the
whole Eucharistic celebration. Priests should disinfect
their hands before distributing the Holy Communion,
then placing it gently in the hands of the faithful without
touching their palms. After stepping aside from the
celebrant, the faithful swiftly take away their masks and put
the Holy Communion into their mouths. Family members
who have received the Holy Communion or extraordinary
ministers of Holy Communion can assist those who are
too weak or unable to use their hands to receive the Holy
Communion. Ministers of Holy Communion must wear
masks all the time and disinfect their hands before and after
distributing the Holy Communion.

8. The sign of peace can be given by a nod of the head.

9. Penitents can receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation in
a somewhat spacious room and remains seated facing the
priest. During the confession both the confessor and the
penitent should wear masks and stay about a meter away
from each other.

10. In short, for the sake of one’s health and for safety
reasons, always wear mask in crowded areas and wash
hands immediately after touching anyone or any objects.

As the churches in the rural and urban areas do not have the
same facilities, human resources and geographical conditions,
it is unlikely that the same rules can be used for reference.
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Therefore, priests and the faithful should ultimately refer
themselves to the official announcement of the Bishop’s
Office of their dioceses and check with the organizers of any
church activities to make sure if the activities will take place
as planned.

Life is a gift from God; health makes no distinction of races
and has no boundaries. Besides inviting everybody to follow
the instructions of the local authorities on infection prevention
and control of epidemic, the Bishops’ Conference also asks all
the Catholic believers to pray for those who are infected and
kept in quarantine, as well as for their family members. May
God grant prompt recovery to the sick people and protect
all the health-care workers who look after them. During
this period of time the Bishops’ Conference encourages the
Church members to embrace whatever inconvenience and
offer it to God with love as work of mercy and mortification.
Through the intercession of Mary, our Blessed Mother, may
our joint efforts in stopping the epidemic will lead us to a
greater love for one another and bring us closer to her Holy
Son. Holy Mary, Mother of God and Health of the sick, pray
for us.

Chinese Regional Bishops’ Conference

Taipei, 30th January, 2020
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Prayer of Deliverance from the
Coronavirus Outbreak

Merciful Father, we thank you for bestowing on us, people
in Taiwan from different ethnical, religious and cultural
backgrounds, every kind of gifts.

The novel coronavirus keeps on spreading,

And many people all over the world are panic-stricken and
worried.

Thousands of people cannot go back home and stay with their
families or go out to work.

Church activities and exchanges between countries across the
world have been brought to a temporal halt.

We come to you humbly and confess our sins:

We ask you for forgiveness for not loving one another,
For not using properly the gifts you have given us,
For our selfishness, greed, disunity, pride, indifference
And all kind of impure thoughts and actions.

We sincerely admit our guilt

And ask you to take pity on us and change our hearts.

Have mercy on us in this period of stressful time.

Save those who died from the coronavirus

And grant recovery to those who are infected.
Bless all the health care workers and medical staff
Who look after those are kept in quarantine

And protect them, mind, soul and body.

We also pray for our country,
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Especially for all the government leaders, officers and all
political parties.

Grant them wisdom, far-sightedness, perseverance,
confidence,

That they humbly rely on the Lord in this critical period,
Working in solidarity and overcoming all obstacles together,
And that the people of the nation can have a peaceful and
happy life again.

We ask through Christ Our Lord.

Amen.

(One ‘Our Father’, one ‘Hail Mary’ and one ‘Glory be to the
Father’, and this prayer can be said after the Mass celebration.)
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Chinese Regional Bishop’ Conference
Minutes of The 2019
Autumn Plenary Assembly

Date: November 26-28, 2019 (Tuesday-Thursday)

Venue:  CRBC Administrative Building
(39 An-Ju St., Taan District, Taipei 10672)

President: Most Rev. John Hung, SVD

Attendees: Most Rev. Peter Liu, Most Rev. Bosco Lin,
Most Rev. Philip Huang, Most Rev. John Baptist Lee,
Most Rev. Thomas Chung, Most Rev. Martin Su

Secretary: Fr. Otfried Chan

Guests:  Msgr. Arnaldo Catalan, Fr. Giuseppe Silvestrini

Address of Msgr. Arnaldo Catalan (Summary)

*  Msgr. Catalan expresses his joy and gratitude, viewing that Church
held smoothly the Taiwan Eucharistic Congress this year and is
preparing proactively the Taiwan National Evangelization Congress
for next year, and that Fr. Paulin Kubuya BATAIRWA, SX, Executive
Secretary of the Episcopal Commission for Inter-religious Dialogue,
is appointed as Second Secretary by the Pontifical Council for Inter-
religious Dialogue.

*  Msgr. Catalan also shares his experience with the celebration of the
160th Anniversary of Evangelization in Kaohsiung Diocese and the
Exhibition of the Indigenous Languages and Cultures in Taiwan in
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Taipei Diocese, honoring the dedication of the foreign missionaries
who came to Taiwan to evangelize for the love of the Lord; they
integrated themselves into the local cultures and learned the local
languages, so that the Catholic Church is still present in Taiwan.
And it is important that not only one should continue the mission of
evangelization initiated by them and passed to us, but also respond
to the appeal of our Pope Francis in the context of climate changes
of the present time—to protect the nature and the common home
of humankind, especially the lands and the cultures of indigenous
people.

* Lastly, Msgr. Catalan reminds that the purpose of the Church’s
existence is to evangelize, and that the administrative works are no
doubt important, but the mission of evangelization is the very nature
of the Church. The Nunciature will provide any necessary help to the
Bishops to accomplish their mission.

A. Reports:
I. Secretariat

1. Amendment of article 2667 (on death penalty) of the Catechism of the
Catholic Church.

2. Celebration of the centenary of the proclamation of the Virgin of
Loreto as the universal patroness of aeronauts: Indulgence (in the
Chapels of the civil and military airport and the Chapels of the Air
Force departments) and Pilgrimage (latest relevant decisions of the
Congregation for Sacraments).

3. New documents of Pope Francis: Message for the Launch of the Global
Compact on Education, and Apostolic Letter Issued "Motu Proprio”,
“APERUIT ILLIS”, instituting the Sunday of the Word of God.

4. Letter from Fr. Fabrizio Meroni, PIME, Secretary General of Pontifical
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Missionary Union, to inform Fr. Khohi MBWI about his plan to visit
Taiwan next year from April 19 (Divine Mercy Sunday) to May 1
(Saturday) in order to understand the needs of the local church on
ongoing missionary formation. Fr. Khohi Mbwi will work out with the
bishops Fr. Fabrizio Meroni’s schedule and arrange appointments with
him.

. Message by email from Card. Dominique Mamberti, Prefect of the
Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura, to inform Msgr. Arnaldo
Catalan his visit to Taiwan upon the invitation by the Ambassador of
Republic of China to the Holy See, but only for the purposes of the
Church, with the approval of the Secretary of State. The schedule
and the purposes are to be finalized. Msgr. Catalan suggests Cardinal
Mamberti as speaker for the Seminar hosted by the Taiwan Catholic
Canon Law Society next year.

. Letter from Archbishop Rino Fisichella, President of the Pontifical

Council for the Promotion of the New Evangelization, to inform that
the dioceses can still present the curriculum vitae of their candidates
for Missionaries of Mercy via the Apostolic Nunciature.

7. International conventions/conferences:

a) Congregation for Sacraments: Advanced Latin Course after Easter in
2021.

b) Economy of Francesco in Assisi in March 2020 from March 26~28.

¢) Preparatory Workshop of FABC in Cambodia on February 3, 2020
(registration before November 15, 2019). To be invited: Directors and
Presidents of each Episcopal Commission for Justice and Peace and/
or Commission for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People.

d) The Secretariat of FABC in Hong Kong informs that Cardinal Bo of
Myanmar is getting in touch with Directors and Presidents of each
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Episcopal Commission whose task is to combat human trafficking,
in order to acquire their contact information, for an international
conference on anti-human trafficking chaired by Cardinal Vincent
Nicolas, Archbishop of Westminster, scheduled for the second half of
January 2020, in Asia.

e) Central Committee of FABC. Date: March 3~5, 2020 (arrival on
March 2 and departure on March 6). Venue: Redemptorist Center in
Phattaya, Thailand in March 2020. The Presidents and Bishops of
other Offices will be invited to join this meeting.

f) 50th Anniversary of FABC, March, 2~6 2020, Pattaya, Thailand.

8. The Department of Civil Affairs of the Ministry of Interior informed
that the Minister, Mr. Hsu Guo-yong, was glad to meet with the
Catholic representatives to better understand their problems and was
willing to provide solutions.

9. Work plan of the Joint Translation Team of the local Churches of Hong
Kong, Macao and Taiwan.

10. Personnel Report:
a) Change of staff member for IT
b) In search of new staff for proof-reading and document layout.
¢) Personnel evaluation system.

11. Report from the General Service of CRBC:

a) The Project of Land Rezoning for Wen-Zai-Jun of Tai-Shan Zone in
Hsin-Chuang focuses on the four land lots belonging to the CRBC;
they will be included in the First Zone during the First Stage of the
Project. They are land lots No. 152-3, 152-4, 152-5 of San-Jiao-Zi
Small Section in Hai Shan Tou and land lot No. 454-1 of the Third
Small Section in Tai-Shan Section. It is expected that the project will
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be implemented from October 2021 to August 2025. For the area
of each of the four land lots is not large, they may be levied and the
compensation will be given.

b) The Health Examination (once every 3 years) for the staff will be held
in May 2020.

12. Response of the Church to the “Patient Right to Autonomy Act” and
“Ending Life with Dignity Bill”. (cf. the opinion of Fr. Louis Aldrich,
SJ)

13. Nomination of four clerical representatives for the Board of Directors
of Fu-Jen Catholic University.14. Mr. Du Zhu Sheng, ex-Ambassador
of the Republic of China to the Holy See, provides information on
NGO grants.

14. (Omitted)

15. The Contract for the Rector of the Taiwan Catholic Regional
Seminary. (Not only the term of office, but also day-off regulations,
stipend, health insurance, and the responsible legal person in case of
lawsuits, all this should be stated clearly.)

16. Varia

II. Caritas — Taiwan R.O.C.

III. Commission for Evangelization

IV. Commission for Evangelization, Section for Family
V. Commission for Evangelization, Section for Youth

VI. Commission for Doctrine of the Faith and Catechetical
Instruction, Bible Apostolate

VII. Commission for Doctrine of the Faith and Catechetical
Instruction, Catholic Charismatic Renewal Service Team
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VIII. Commission for Sacred Liturgy

IX. Commission for Education and Culture
X. Commission of Pastoral-Health Care
XI. Radio Veritas

XII. Commission for Aborigine Apostolate

B. Proposals:

I. Secretariat

A. Budget and Work Plan for 2020.

Explanation:

1. Cf. attached documents: Budget and Proposals for 2020.

2. After the approval of the Board of Directors, the CRBC will report to
the competent authorities for examination.

Resolution: Approved.

B. Much mold is found on the walls of Bishop Lee’s room. There are
also signs of leakage on the ceiling of several other rooms. After the
inspection of 3 anti-leakage companies, it is confirmed that these are
caused by the water penetration on the surface of the exterior wall
and the roof of the 6th floor. It is recommended to do the anti-leakage
work to repair the exterior wall and the roof, lest the leakages worsen.

Explanation: Three different work plans are submitted for discussion. (cf.
attached documents.)

Resolution: The 3rd work plan is accepted: The anti-leakage work area
includes the facade and the left side of the exterior walls of 6th floor, the
molding of the top floor and the interior side of the wall. The foam cement
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of the roof will be replaced by waterproof layer. The whole anti-leakage
work costs about NTD 800,000.

II. Commission for Evangelization, Section for Family
Proposal: “March for Life” to be held in May, 2020.
Explanation:

1. In 1984, the “Genetic Health Act” was promulgated in Taiwan; in
other words, abortion became legal. According to the estimation of the
Medical Association, 500,000 unborn babies are killed every year in
Taiwan, far beyond the annual official number of newborn babies.

2. The Diocese of Hsinchu held the 1st “March for Life” on May 11,
2019. It is hoped that through this activity, the public is recalled to pay
importance to the life of unborn babies. 600 people came to join this
march.

3. In order that this activity can have greater impact, the Section for
Family plans to extend it on a national scale, learning from the
experience of other countries and transfers the march to the capital,
Taipei, in cooperation with other communities, then to hold it again the
Saturday before the Mother’s Day.

4. Cf. the organization plan of “March for Life” for detailed information.
Means:
1. Each bishop is welcome to support it and join it.

Resolution: Approved. The march will be held at Holy Family Church of
Taipei Archdiocese (initially scheduled for May 9, but later anticipated to
May 2 for practical reasons).

III. Commission of Pastoral Health Care

A. The Commission of Pastoral Health Care needs to hire temporarily
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a person specifically for the practical preparation of the “Code of
Conduct for Catholic Hospitals” in accordance to the ethics of the
Church.

Explanation:

1. It is decided on April 25, 2019 at the CRBC Spring Plenary Assembly
to set up the “Code of Conduct for Catholic Hospitals” in accordance
with the ethical principles of the Church.

2. Currently, on medical ethics, the Church in Taiwan still needs to impart
more the necessary principles to the medical professionals so that
they can follow. Besides, pertinent information and rules need to be
regularly made known; for example, the ethical principles concerning
contraception, artificial reproduction, the right to life and the autonomy
of patients, and euthanasia. In order to concretize this project, it is
necessary to appoint a specific person to compile information, to
translate foreign related documents and to do administration work. The
CRBC is asked to approve the employment of this person, with the
costs of NTD 40,000 added to the annual budget.

3. It is urgent to formulate the rules of procedure for medical professionals
working in the Catholic hospitals around Taiwan so that they can fulfill
their duty according to the ethical rules of the Catholic Church.

Means:

1. The Commission of Pastoral Health Care is to discuss together with
the Catholic medical experts about some difficult medical problems of
putting into practice moral theories.

2. The Commission will organize meetings or seminars and the Presidents
of all the Catholic hospitals in Taiwan will be invited to join them and
then to discuss over related issues.

3. The “Code of Conduct” set up by means of meetings or seminars will
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be submitted to the next Plenary Assembly of the CRBC for revision
and final decision.

Resolution: Approved, and a specific person will be hired temporarily to
manage executive meetings and to provide meeting minutes to those who
join them.

B. In order that the “Taiwan Catholic Pastoral Health Care Center
(henceforth: the Center) can better promote the coordination of
pastoral resources of all Catholic Health and Social Care Institutions
in Taiwan, and that it can stimulate the development of the Platform
for Spiritual Care Formation, it is necessary to increase the budget of
the Center and to hire more staff for related services.

Explanation:

1. The Chinese Regional Bishop’s Conference established the “Taiwan
Catholic Pastoral Health Care Center (henceforth: the Center) and
integrated it into the Commission for Health Care of CRBC” on
November 30, 2018, in order to promote quality care of Catholic
medical and social care institutions and to serve more people. It is
hoped that this Center can connect each pastoral care department of all
Catholic medical and social care institutions and merge the potentials
of their staff.

2. In order that the Center can organize and develop more
comprehensively the pastoral and health care services in the whole
country, and that it integrates all clinical “frontline experiences” of
each pastoral care service unit, becoming an organized and coordinated
platform, so that all the professionals practicing pastoral health care
services in Taiwan can share their spiritual care resources on a long-
term and communal basis and then realize the project of building a
“Community/City of Compassionate Care”.

3. In view of the afore-mentioned reason, it is necessary to set up a
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professional mechanism for distribution of work. Therefore, it is
necessary that the Center increases its budget and hires a specific
person working full-time for administration and work-integration and 2
additional part-time staff. (cf. attached document No.1: The Objective
of the Catholic Pastoral Health Care Center of Taiwan)

Means:

1. According to the Operation Plan of the Taiwan Catholic Pastoral Health
Care Center, the CRBC plans to make an agreement with the Fu-Jen
Catholic University Hospital and to set up a liaison office for the Center
in the pastoral care department of the hospital. The Executive Secretary
of the Commission of Pastoral Health Care, Sister Marcina Stawasz, is
in charge of the work of the Center, and continues to be its Director.

2. The task of the full-time worker consists primarily in the
implementation of different pastoral health care programs, establishing
contacts with each responsible institution in Taiwan and planning the
distribution of work; he/she will work for the necessary contacts and
coordination in order to concretize the plan and its implementation.
This person will provide assistance to the Center to set up the
mechanism of professional formation for pastoral health care services
in Taiwan.

3. Fu-Jen Catholic University is considered as the academic platform
for the promotion of the professional service of pastoral health care;
it is expected to carry out an inter-disciplinary collaboration with
the respective departments, institutes or programs (e.g. of religious
studies or of long-term care) and to start formation courses, so that
international academic exchanges between professionals of the pastoral
health care services can be strengthened.

4. In a discussion on September 20, 2019 with Bishop John Baptist Lee,
President of the Episcopal Commission for Pastoral Health Care,
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brought forth 4 operating units. They are groups of integration of
academic development, integration of hospital development, long-term
care development and social community development. (cf. attached
document No. 2: Table of organization of the Pastoral Center)

. The original group division in the “Operating Plan” of the Center

(administrative section, section of finances and fund-raising, section
of institutional integration and development, section of education and
promotion) and the work distribution will be reorganized and grouped
into the 4 operating units mentioned in no. 4.

Each group can get in touch with the regional liaison offices for
necessary information: Cardinal Tien Hospital in Hsindian for northern
region, Catholic Mercy Hospital in Hukou for central part of Taiwan,
St. Joseph’s Hospital in Huwei for southern/eastern region.

Financing of the personnel costs:

IV. The Episcopal Canon Law Society

A. The term of office of a parish priest.

Explanation:

1.

According to Can. Art. 522, a parish priest should enjoy the stability
of his own office; for this purpose, he should be appointed for an
indefinite period of time; only according to the decree of the CRBC
can the diocesan bishop appoints a parish priest whose term of office is
definite.

. In principle, the term of office of a parish priest is indefinite; however,

for the pastoral reasons, the CRBC regulates that the term of office
of a parish priest cannot be shorter than 6 years, only when there is a
specific reason can the term of office be shortened.

Means: The CRBC will promulgate the decree.

Resolution: Approved and the decree will be submitted to the
Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith for recognitio.
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Order |Category Cost paid by:
No. B. The Ongoing Formation for Priests of 2020 proposed by the
1. Staff of Academic Group  Xindian Cardinal Tien Taiwan Catholic Canon Law Society.
Hospital 1. Main objective:
2. Staff of Hospital Group 1) To deepen the study the Catholic Canon Law: about the motu
Staff of Long-term Care 'Yonghe Cardinal Tien proprio “MITIS ITUDEX DOMINUS IESUS”, the unconsummated
Group Hospital marriages, the marriages in which the Petrine Privilege is exercised
4. Staff of Social Community Hsinchu Diocese and the challenges ol marriages and families in Taiwan.
Group

2) To face the challenges of marriage and family issues in Taiwan

Resolution: Approved. nowadays.

2. Explanations:
1) Change of speaker and dates:
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It was planned that a 3-day Seminar would be held from Tuesday
November 19 to Thursday November 21, 2019. However, it was
cancelled because Card. Dominique Mamberti’s health did not allow
him to go for a long trip. Nevertheless, he is willing to come to
Taiwan next year; he can be invited again as speaker of the Seminar
0f 2020.

2) Change of venue: this proposal has been approved at the CRBC
Autumn Plenary Assembly in 2018. The Episcopal Canon Law
Society will host this activity, and the Apostolic Nunciature of
the Holy See in Taiwan and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs will
organize it together, through which those priests who are in charge
of canonical affaires can have the chance to engage in advanced
studies, and that the attendee (priest) of each diocese can be formed.
The venue will be Wencui Center in Xindian.

3) Include the costs of the Ongoing Formation Course for the Priests
into the budget of 2020: the costs of the Ongoing Formation Course
for the Priests of 2018 are for reference; the cost for 1 person
including accommodation is around NTD 5,000 (NTD 4,973), the
cost for 1 person without accommodation is around NTD 3,500
(NTD 3,376). It is expected that some 80 priests and a few bishops
will register for the course, including 15 foreign attendees for free,
so the whole budget is around NTD 400,000.

4) Content of the course: Through marriage-related cases and practical
work concerning the Canon Law, it is hoped that there will be
sharing and exchanges among the bishops and priests (from
Mainland China, Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan) who will join the
course, and that the proper solutions for the cases of these regions
can be found through discussions.

4.1) Recent challenges of marriage and family issues in Taiwan: sexual
abuse, same-sex marriage, premarital counseling, teaching of the

2020 / No.375

Church and others. The check-in time is Monday at noon, and the
course starts in the afternoon and goes on the next day (Tuesday).

4.2) A speaker from Rome is invited to give a course about the motu
proprio “MITIS IUDEX DOMINUS IESUS”, about unconsummated
marriages and the marriages in which the Petrine Privilege is
exercised, on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.

4.3) It is scheduled to invite 1 foreign speaker, 2 interpreters and 2
local speakers for the course. It is expected that some 80 people,
including priests and diocesan bishops, will attend it.

5) Number of attendees: According to the Summer Ongoing Formation
Course for the Priests of 2019 in the Seminary, the number of
attendees of 2020 is about 80, priests and bishops.

II1. Means:

1.

Submit a proposal at the CRBC Autumn Plenary Assembly in
November 2019. In view of the same objective of the ongoing
formation and saving human and material resources, the course will be
combined with the Summer Ongoing Formation Course for the Priests
and will be held in the Seminary from August 17 to 21, 2020.

1.1. As usual, each diocese shares the average cost of the Ongoing

Formation Course for the Priests.

1.2. The cost of 15 foreign participants (NTD 75,000) will be taken in

charge by Hsinchu diocese.

Attached document:

1.

Marriage Covenant: Amendment of the 15th page of the Marriage
Covenant in the Document of Marriage Procedure of Catholic Church.

Amendment of the New Version of Marriage Procedure of Catholic Church
according to the resolution of the Extraordinary Meeting on July 14, 2017.
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Resolution: Approved, and Cardinal Dominique Mamberti will be invited
to come. Since the bishops care for the ongoing formation of the priests,
the ongoing formation will be videotaped so that more priests can watch
them on Internet.

C. Amendment of the Handbook for priests (continuation of the
unfinished discussion of the precedent Plenary Assembly, on the daily
duty of a priest)

Explanation: Since the revision of the articles in the “Handbook for
Priests” is not finished yet, the discussions continued. (Attached document
1)

Resolution: The amendment of the specific terms is approved.
V. Taiwan Catholic Regional Seminary (Commission for Clergy)

A. Rite of Admission for Seminarians, articles and application in the
Guidelines

Subject: Amendment of the Guidelines for the formation of the
Seminarians as regards the Rite of Admission for Seminarians and its
application.

Aim: The articles and their application regarding the Rite of Admission
for Seminarians in the Guidelines for the formation of the Seminarians
need be amended.

Explanation: In order that the formation of Seminarians corresponds to
the procedure stated in the Decree “The Gift of Priestly Vocation” (Ratio
Fundamentalis), the Seminarians are to apply for admission after finishing
their studies of Philosophy, before their studies of Theology. (See attached
document I)

Resolution: Approved.

B. Arrangement of the 2020 Ongoing Formation Course for Priests
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Subject: Topic of the Ongoing Formation Course for Priests of 2020

Aim: By discussing real cases, the priests who join the course can
understand the difficulties and challenges of various problems pertaining
to the issues.

Explanation: on the Canon Law—about the motu proprio “MITIS
IUDEX DOMINUS IESUS”. By means of real marriage cases and
the practical work related to the Canon Law, the challenges raised by
marriage and the families in the local church (Hong Kong, in Macao
and Mainland China), sexual abuse, same-sex marriage, pre-marital
counseling, alongside with the teaching of the Church, the response to the
specific cases will be discussed.

Resolution: Approved.
VI. Episcopal Commission for Evangelization

Proposal: It is suggested that each diocese takes charge of the
accommodation and the transport of its participants of the Taiwan
National Evangelization Congress 2020.

Explanation:

1. According to the resolution of the 2nd National Preparatory Meeting for
the Taiwan National Evangelization Congress in September 2019, the
contribution to the expenses for the Taiwan National Evangelization
Congress in August 2020 will be as follows:

1) Venue in Fu-Jen Catholic University: fully sponsored by Fu-Jen
Catholic University;

2) Accommodation and transport for the participants of each diocese:
shared by each diocese;

3) Meals during the Congress: covered by the CRBC;

4) Printed matters such as publicizing materials and administration
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expenses: covered by Taipei Aarchdiocese.

2. Apart from each bishop and the member of each diocese in the Central
Committee, each diocese will select and send 8 representatives to
attend the Congress (priests, religious sisters and lay people must be
included).

Resolution: Agreed and approved.
VILI. Episcopal Commission for Aborigine Apostolate

Proposal: The commemorative Exhibition of the Indigenous languages
and cultures in Taiwan 2019—the compilation of the archives and the
digitalization of the documentation of indigenous languages.

Explanation:

1. This exhibition is the collection of indigenous language materials
collected by foreign missionaries and different indigenous peoples
through many years, including liturgical prayers, chants, Bibles, and
writings.

2. The Episcopal Commission for Aborigine Apostolate recognizes very
much the value of this exhibition and hopes that the compilation of
the archives and the digitalization of the documentation will be done
in the nearest future.

3. The Episcopal Commission for Aborigine Apostolate plans to compile
the documentation of this exhibition and pursues the collection of
other related data; the Commission plans to digitalize and to conserve
these precious historical materials.

4. The procedure of this digitalization is scheduled for 2 years, from
2020 to 2021.

5. For the digitalization cost, the Commission has discussed with
the Council of Indigenous People and the result is as follows: the
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Commission will submit the digitalization plan and apply for funding,
and the Council of Indigenous People will approve the plan and the
grant.

6. The procedure of the digitalization is briefly described as follows:

1) Signing the Authorization Letter with the Supplier; 2) Collection,
arrangement and classification of the physical data; 3) Making and
preservation of digital images; 4) Content analysis, registration and
archive setting.

Resolution: Agreed, approved.
VIII. Episcopal Commission for Evangelization, Youth Section

Proposal: It has been suggested that the turn of each diocese to host
Taiwan Youth Day (TYD) in the years where there is no World Youth
Day or Asian Youth Day from 2021 on will be discussed and decided
by all the bishops.

Explanation:

1. At the TYMMIO of last year, the Commission discussed with all
diocesan representatives and religious youth pastoral workers about
the hosting of TYD after 2020, of which the Hualien Diocese will be
the host. After the discussion, all the diocesan representatives voted
to make the resolution: From 2021 on, each diocese takes its turn
to host the TYD in the years where there is no World Youth Day or
Asian Youth Day. This resolution was submitted to the 2018 Autumn
Plenary Assembly of the CRBC and was approved.

2. At the TYMMI1 of this year during October 14-17, all diocesan
representatives discussed again the third turn of all dioceses to host
the TYD and the order of hosting is suggested as follows: Taipei,
Hsinchu, Taichung, Chiayi, Tainan, Kaohsiung, Haulien; therefore, it
is submitted to all the bishops to be approved.
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Resolution: Agreed and approved. Date: November 23~27, 2020

Venue: CRBC Secretariat Administrative Building (39, An-Ju Street)
Memorandum
* Preparatory Workshop of FABC (To be invited: Directors and )
Presidents of each Episcopal Commission for Justice and Peace (Prepared by Fr. Otfried Chan, Secretary General of CRBC)
and/or Commission for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant
People)
Date: February 3, 2020 (registration before November 15, 2019)
Venue: Cambodia

e Central Committee of FABC
Date: March 3~5, 2020 (arrival on March 2nd and departure on
March 6th).
Venue: Redemptorists’ Center in Phattaya, Thailand.

* CRBC Standing Committee in the Spring
Date: 15:00, Wednesday April 1, 2020
Venue: CRBC Administrative Building (39, An-Ju Street)
* CRBC Spring Plenary Assembly in the Spring
Date: April 13~17, 2020
Venue: CRBC Administrative Building (39, An-Ju Street)
e CRBC and AMRSMW Joint Meeting
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 10:00 am.
Venue: st floor, CRBC Secretariat Administrative Building (39, An-
Ju Street)
* Taiwan National Evangelization Congress
Date: August 5~8, 2020
Venue: Fu-Jen Catholic University
*  CRBC Autumn Standing Committee in the Fall
Date: Wednesday October 28, 2020, 3:00 pm.
Venue: CRBC Secretariat Administrative Building (39, An-Ju Street)
*  CRBC Autumn Plenary Assembly in the Fall
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