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From the right to the left: Mr. Paul Bartley (Delegate to the Grand
Magisterium of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusa-

lem); His Excellency Thomas Chung, Bishop of Chiayi, Knight Com- Bull of Investiture as Knight Commander for His Excel-

mander; His Eminence Edwin Card. O’Brien, Grand Master of the lency Thomas Chung (Bishop of Chiayi): Equestrian Or-
Equestrian Order (Knights) of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem; Mr. der of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem
James Liao, Lieutenant for the Lieutenancy of R.O.C. (Taiwan).
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Bull of Investiture

The Most Noble Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre,
founded in ancient times to guard and honour the
Sepulchre of the Divine Redeemer in Jerusalem, has
always been the object of special benevolence by the
Roman Pontiffs, as clearly demonstrated through many
testimonies.

Pope Pius IX and his successors wishing to adapt the
Order to the real needs of the time, established that
membership would be conferred as a title of honour
both to ecclesiastics as well as lay persons, who had
merited this through their work in the Lord Jesus’
earthly homeland or were prepared to offer their work.
It was also established that the Order’s distinctions of
honour should be awarded to those pious ladies who
distinguished themselves with feelings of mercy and
generous works of charity.

The Supreme Pontiff Leo XIII with further provisions
confirmed this. In consideration of all the afore
mentioned and availing of the faculty that has been
conceded to us, as Grand Master, by the happily reigning
Supreme Pontiff, that is to award the diplomas to the
ecclesiastics and lay persons to be admitted to the
Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre.

We elect, appoint and proclaim You who are present here
as Knights and Ladies of the Equestrian Order of the
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& T ZEHERMAEESTE  ME - % Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem,
Bt bestowing upon you the right to wear the insignia
according to the rank of your dignity, together with all
ak B F IR 4ER) » 328 1P agPs4k - 2£ the privileges, favours and prerogatives available now
BKAREE AL » AT HBETPIFNLR T EIR and in the future to Members, who like you, hold the
ERUS R —I4S4E - 13 B B45F o same dignity within this Order.
In guarantee of all the aforementioned, we have ordered
A TIRE kg —t » HPIEZTTIED your diploma to be completed and, having undersigned
585 E AT AL - it with our own hand and armed it with the seal of Our
SRR . o Lord the Risen Jesus Christ, we order now that it be
X FAFKFIE-F07 EAPER B E AT EPECL B T 7% handed to you
WK ME > BBETKR :

AT Given in Rome, from the Palace of the Order, on 28 th
=0 14 | I
January ,2016.

HEE
XAX BREEIESRES His Eminence Edwin Cardinal O'Brien
HaEE "EHE | 418 The Cardinal Grand Master
20165F1328H
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Homily by Card. Edwin O’Brien
for the Mass following

the ceremony of Investiture

e, as Knights and Ladies, have a special relationship with
Jerusalem — and we are offered a special relationship to
Jesus.

Jesus loved this city — as he enters the last time the palm fronds line
the road but he pauses, “If only you had known the time of your
visitation.” And He weeps.

Like every faithful Jew, he loved that Holy City and He is filled
with emotion. His Father had chosen Jerusalem as His city and
loved its very stones. Century after century the Father had sent
prophets but their warnings fell on deaf ears. God’s patience is
now run out and He sends the final prophet, His Son. And Jesus
weeps!

On an earlier visit to Jerusalem, Jesus had said:

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones
those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your
children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and
you were not willing (Lk 13:34). And he weeps!

How Jesus loved this city.

And He still loves this city with the same human tenderness. He
had poured Himself out to heal, to preach peace, to offer hope to
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the poorest and most helpless. Does He not still weep for them all?

His love continues for the people of His city. Isn’t it His continuing
love for His land that brings relief to those who still suffer there?

May I suggest to you, members of the Order of the Holy Sepulchre,
the love Christ has for his land pours grace into our hearts to also
love His city and His people. Should not we, too, -- knowing the
persecution, denial of human rights, hatred, plotting, betrayals,
even killings, -- also weep over His city and His Chosen People’s
Land? Yet the civilized world has little response.

Brothers and sisters of the Order, realize — it is Jesus who inspires
and encourages our mission. The symbols (mantle, spurs, sword) —
think not on them, but ask the Lord to help us experience His grace
— to encourage us (new members and old) to live holy lives and
renew our commitment to His Land and His People.

Every Eucharist helps us do that as the Risen Jesus pours His life
into us. St. John Paul II said:

This sacrifice is so decisive for the situation of the human race that
Jesus Christ offered it and returned to the Father only after he had
left us a means of sharing in it as if we had been present there.

When we offer Mass, we enter into God’s world, a sacramental
world without time and space which draws us into the very death
and resurrection of Christ as if, says the Pope, we were there. For
us, uniquely dedicated to that place, the Holy Sepulchre, may this
Mass be a sacramental pilgrimage to Calvary. The Christ who wept
over Jerusalem is pleased and takes joy in what we do to keep His
presence alive in that City and Land which He loves.
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Speech of Msgr. Sladan Cosi¢
for the celebration of the canonization
of Mother Teresa

Your Excellency, Archbishop of Taipei,
Rev. Priests,

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Dear Friends,

Mother Teresa once said this, “I have found the paradox
that if you love until it hurts, there be no more hurt, only more
love.” Now this paradox, which is called love, is very difficult
to understand. And we will remember that a journalist who was
following Mother Teresa during one working day, at the end of that
day, he said to Mother Teresa, “With all my respect, the things that
you are doing, I will not do it then for a million dollar.” And she
replied, “Neither I will do it: I do it for love.”

Or the other thing that happened once, when Mother Teresa
was walking along the street. And she saw person lying on the
street. She took care of that person, a sick person. And that person
looked at Mother Teresa and asked her, “Who sent you here?” And
she said, “Jesus.” And he answered, “Who is Jesus?”” And she said,

“Someone who loves you.”

Today is a day of celebration, it is a day to give thanks
to our Lord for this great Saint. And it is a day where I want
to congratulate the Sisters of Mother Teresa, the Sisters of the
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Missionaries of Charity. Dear Sisters, I think you don’t even know
that how happy you are, and [ will tell you why: because we all
have two mothers, our own mother, and Mary Our Lady, but you
have three mothers, your own mother, Mary Our Lady, and Mother
Teresa. So today is a day to tell you “Thank you.” Thank you for
coming to this country, to bring that love of Mother Teresa. And
in this country we need love. So I ask you, please, spread that love
that your Mother Teresa was living and teaching.

And this celebration is a good occasion to say a word of thank
to the Government of Taiwan. As you might know that there was
a delegation guided by His Excellency, Vice-President, Mr. Chen
Chien-jen, who is present here and whom I greet, which took part
in the canonization of Mother Teresa. I am sure that many fruits
from that visit and the days spent in Rome will also be shared here
in Taiwan.

At the beginning of the Mass, the Archbishop said, “you
should not think that Mother Teresa did everything.” She was
good enough to leave something to us. So let us try in our daily and
ordinary life to spread and to share the love she lived, she taught,
and for which she gives a good testimony to all of us.

We might ask ourselves, why she became a saint. I think there
are many reasons, but I think the good one and the right one is this
one: she takes seriously Jesus’ commandment of love. If we do the
same, we may not be proclaimed saints, but we can be sure that this
is the way which leads to heaven, to Our Father. Thank you.
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Apostolic Letter

“As a Loving Mother” (Motu Proprio)
by the Supreme Pontiff, Pope Francis

he Church loves all her children like a loving mother, but cares for

all and protects with a special affection those who are smallest and
defenseless. This is the duty that Christ himself entrusted to the entire
Christian community as a whole. Aware of this, the Church is especially
vigilant in protecting children and vulnerable adults.

This duty of care and protection devolves upon the whole Church, yet
it is especially through her Pastors that it must be exercised. Therefore
diocesan Bishops, Eparchs and those who have the responsibility for a
Particular Church must pay vigilant attention to protecting the weakest of
those entrusted to her care.

Canon Law already provides for the possibility of removal from
ecclesiastical office “for grave reasons”. This pertains to diocesan Bishops
and Eparchs as well, and those who are by law equal to them (cf. can. 193 §
1 CIC; can. 975 § 1 CCEO). With this Letter my intention is to underline
that among the aforesaid “grave reasons” is the negligence of a Bishop in
the exercise of his office, and in particular in relation to cases of sexual
abuse inflicted on minors and vulnerable adults, as stated in the Motu
Proprio Sacramentorum Sanctitatis Tutela promulgated by St John Paul 11
and amended by my beloved Predecessor, Benedict XVI. In such cases the
following procedure is to be observed:

Article 1

§ 1. The diocesan Bishop or Eparch, or one who even holds a temporary
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title and is responsible for a Particular Church, or other community
of faithful that is its legal equivalent, according to can. 368 CIC or
can. 313 CCEQ, can be legitimately removed from this office if he has
through negligence committed or through omission facilitated acts that
have caused grave harm to others, either to physical persons or to the
community as a whole. The harm may be physical, moral, spiritual or
through the use of patrimony.

§ 2. The diocesan Bishop or Eparch can only be removed if he is
objectively lacking in a very grave manner the diligence that his pastoral
office demands of him, even without serious moral fault on his part.

§ 3. In the case of the abuse of minors and vulnerable adults it is enough
that the lack of diligence be grave.

§ 4. The Major Superiors of Religious Institutes and Societies of Apostolic
Life of Pontifical Right are equivalent to diocesan Bishops and Eparchs.

Article 2

§ 1. In all cases in which there is foundational proof of what is contained
in the previous article, the competent Congregation of the Roman Curia
can open an inquiry into the case, informing the subject involved and
giving the accused the possibility of providing documentation and
testimony.

§ 2. The Bishop will be given the possibility to defend himself, something
he can do by the means provided for by law. All stages of the inquiry will
be communicated and he will always be given the possibility of meeting
with the Superiors of the Congregation. This meeting will be proposed
by the appropriate dicastery even should the Bishop himself take no
initiative.

§ 3. In view of the arguments presented by the Bishop, the Congregation
may decide to open a supplementary investigation.
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Article 3

§ 1. Before making a decision, the Congregation may meet, when
appropriate, with other Bishops or Eparchs belonging to the same Bishops’
Conference or Synod of Bishops of the sui iuris Church as the Bishop or
Eparch in question, with the purpose of discussing the said case.

§ 2. The Congregation will adopt its determination when gathered in an
Ordinary Session.

Article 4

Whenever the removal of a Bishop is held to be opportune, the
Congregation, depending on the circumstances of the case, will establish
whether:

1°. to issue, and in the briefest possible amount of time, a decree of
removal;

2°. to fraternally exhort the Bishop to present his letter of resignation
within a period of fifteen days. If the Bishop does not give his response
within this period of time the Congregation can proceed to issue the
decree of removal.

Article 5

The decision of the Congregation as stated in articles 3—4 must be
submitted for the specific approval of the Roman Pontiff, who before
making a definitive decision will take counsel with a special College of
Jurists designated for this purpose.

Everything that I have deliberated in this Apostolic Letter given Motu
Proprio must be observed in all its parts, notwithstanding anything to the
contrary, even if it be worthy of particular mention, and I hereby set forth
that it be published in the official records of Acta Apostolicae Sedis and
promulgated in the daily edition of L’Osservatore Romano, and enter into
force on 5 September 2016.

Vatican, 4 June 2016
Francis P.P.
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POPE FRANCIS
FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE CARE OF CREATION
1 SEPTEMBER 2016

Show Mercy to our Common Home

United with our Orthodox brothers and sisters, and with the support of
other Churches and Christian communities, the Catholic Church today
marks the “World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation”. This Day offers
“individual believers and communities a fitting opportunity to reaffirm
their personal vocation to be stewards of creation, to thank God for the
wonderful handiwork which he has entrusted to our care, and to implore
his help for the protection of creation as well as his pardon for the sins
committed against the world in which we live.” [1]

It is most encouraging that concern for the future of our planet is
shared by the Churches and Christian communities, together with other
religions. Indeed, in past decades numerous efforts have been made by
religious leaders and organizations to call public attention to the dangers
of an irresponsible exploitation of our planet. Here I would mention
Patriarch Bartholomew of Constantinople who, like his predecessor
Patriarch Dimitrios, has long spoken out against the sin of harming
creation and has drawn attention to the moral and spiritual crisis at the
root of environmental problems. In response to a growing concern for
the integrity of creation, the Third European Ecumenical Assembly in
Sibiu in 2007 proposed celebrating a “Time for Creation” during the five
weeks between 1 September (the Orthodox commemoration of God’s
creation) and 4 October (the commemoration of Francis of Assisi in
the Catholic Church and some other Western traditions). This initiative,
supported by the World Council of Churches, has since inspired many
ecumenical activities in different parts of the world. It is also encouraging
that throughout the world similar initiatives promoting environmental
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justice, concern for the poor and responsible social commitment have
been bringing together people, especially young people, from diverse
religious backgrounds. Christians or not, as people of faith and goodwill,
we should be united in showing mercy to the earth as our common home
and cherishing the world in which we live as a place for sharing and
communion.

1. The earth cries out ...

With this Message, | renew my dialogue with “every person living on
this planet” (Laudato Si’, 3) about the sufferings of the poor and the
devastation of the environment. God gave us a bountiful garden, but
we have turned it into a polluted wasteland of “debris, desolation and
filth” (ibid., 161). We must not be indifferent or resigned to the loss
of biodiversity and the destruction of ecosystems, often caused by our
irresponsible and selfish behaviour. “Because of us, thousands of species
will no longer give glory to God by their very existence, nor convey their
message to us. We have no such right” (ibid., 33).

Global warming continues, due in part to human activity: 2015 was the
warmest year on record, and 2016 will likely be warmer still. This is
leading to ever more severe droughts, floods, fires and extreme weather
events. Climate change is also contributing to the heart-rending refugee
crisis. The world’s poor, though least responsible for climate change, are
most vulnerable and already suffering its impact.

As an integral ecology emphasizes, human beings are deeply connected
with all of creation. When we mistreat nature, we also mistreat human
beings. At the same time, each creature has its own intrinsic value that
must be respected. Let us hear “both the cry of the earth and the cry of
the poor” (Laudato Si’, 49), and do our best to ensure an appropriate and
timely response.

2. ... for we have sinned
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God gave us the earth “to till and to keep” (Gen 2:15) in a balanced and
respectful way. To till too much, to keep too little, is to sin.

My brother, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew has courageously and
prophetically continued to point out our sins against creation. “For
human beings... to destroy the biological diversity of God’s creation; for
human beings to degrade the integrity of the earth by causing changes in
its climate, by stripping the earth of its natural forests or destroying its
wetlands; for human beings to contaminate the earth’s waters, its land, its
air, and its life — these are sins.” Further, “to commit a crime against the
natural world is a sin against ourselves and a sin against God.” [2]

In the light of what is happening to our common home, may the present
Jubilee of Mercy summon the Christian faithful “to profound interior
conversion” (Laudato Si’, 217), sustained particularly by the sacrament
of Penance. During this Jubilee Year, let us learn to implore God’s mercy
for those sins against creation that we have not hitherto acknowledged
and confessed. Let us likewise commit ourselves to taking concrete steps
towards ecological conversion, which requires a clear recognition of our
responsibility to ourselves, our neighbours, creation and the Creator (ibid.,
10 and 229).

3. An examination of conscience and repentance

The first step in this process is always an examination of conscience,
which involves “gratitude and gratuitousness, a recognition that the world
is God’s loving gift, and that we are called quietly to imitate his generosity
in self-sacrifice and good works... It also entails a loving awareness that
we are not disconnected from the rest of creatures, but joined in a splendid
universal communion. As believers, we do not look at the world from
without but from within, conscious of the bonds with which the Father has
linked us to all beings” (Laudato Si’, 220).

Turning to this bountiful and merciful Father who awaits the return of
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each of his children, we can acknowledge our sins against creation,
the poor and future generations. “Inasmuch as we all generate small
ecological damage,” we are called to acknowledge “our contribution,
smaller or greater, to the disfigurement and destruction of creation.”[3]
This is the first step on the path of conversion.

In 2000, also a Jubilee Year, my predecessor Saint John Paul II asked
Catholics to make amends for past and present religious intolerance,
as well as for injustice towards Jews, women, indigenous peoples,
immigrants, the poor and the unborn. In this Extraordinary Jubilee of
Mercy, I invite everyone to do likewise. As individuals, we have grown
comfortable with certain lifestyles shaped by a distorted culture of
prosperity and a “disordered desire to consume more than what is really
necessary” (Laudato Si’, 123), and we are participants in a system that “has
imposed the mentality of profit at any price, with no concern for social
exclusion or the destruction of nature.”[4] Let us repent of the harm we
are doing to our common home.

After a serious examination of conscience and moved by sincere
repentance, we can confess our sins against the Creator, against creation,
and against our brothers and sisters. “The Catechism of the Catholic
Church presents the confessional as the place where the truth makes us
free.”[5] We know that “God is greater than our sin,”[6] than all our sins,
including those against the environment. We confess them because we are
penitent and desire to change. The merciful grace of God received in the
sacrament will help us to do so.

4. Changing course

Examining our consciences, repentance and confession to our Father
who is rich in mercy lead to a firm purpose of amendment. This in turn
must translate into concrete ways of thinking and acting that are more
respectful of creation. For example: “avoiding the use of plastic and
paper, reducing water consumption, separating refuse, cooking only what
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can reasonably be consumed, showing care for other living beings, using
public transport or car-pooling, planting trees, turning off unnecessary
lights, or any number of other practices” (Laudato Si’, 211). We must not
think that these efforts are too small to improve our world. They “call
forth a goodness which, albeit unseen, inevitably tends to spread” and
encourage “a prophetic and contemplative lifestyle, one capable of deep
enjoyment free of the obsession with consumption” (ibid., 212, 222).

In the same way, the resolve to live differently should affect our various
contributions to shaping the culture and society in which we live. Indeed,
“care for nature is part of a lifestyle which includes the capacity for living
together and communion” (Laudato Si’, 228). Economics and politics,
society and culture cannot be dominated by thinking only of the short-
term and immediate financial or electoral gains. Instead, they urgently
need to be redirected to the common good, which includes sustainability
and care for creation.

One concrete case is the “ecological debt” between the global north and
south (cf. Laudato Si’, 51-2). Repaying it would require treating the
environments of poorer nations with care and providing the financial
resources and technical assistance needed to help them deal with climate
change and promote sustainable development.

The protection of our common home requires a growing global political
consensus. Along these lines, I am gratified that in September 2015 the
nations of the world adopted the Sustainable Development Goals, and
that, in December 2015, they approved the Paris Agreement on climate
change, which set the demanding yet fundamental goal of halting the rise
of the global temperature. Now governments are obliged to honour the
commitments they made, while businesses must also responsibly do their
part. It is up to citizens to insist that this happen, and indeed to advocate
for even more ambitious goals.

Changing course thus means “keeping the original commandment to
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preserve creation from all harm, both for our sake and for the sake of our
fellow human beings.”[7] A single question can keep our eyes fixed on the
goal: “What kind of world do we want to leave to those who come after
us, to children who are now growing up?”’ (Laudato Si’, 160).

5. A new work of mercy

“Nothing unites us to God more than an act of mercy, for it is by mercy
that the Lord forgives our sins and gives us the grace to practise acts of
mercy in his name.”[8]

To paraphrase Saint James, “we can say that mercy without works is
dead ... In our rapidly changing and increasingly globalized world, many
new forms of poverty are appearing. In response to them, we need to be
creative in developing new and practical forms of charitable outreach as
concrete expressions of the way of mercy.”[9]

The Christian life involves the practice of the traditional seven corporal
and seven spiritual works of mercy.[10] “We usually think of the works
of mercy individually and in relation to a specific initiative: hospitals for
the sick, soup kitchens for the hungry, shelters for the homeless, schools
for those to be educated, the confessional and spiritual direction for
those needing counsel and forgiveness... But if we look at the works of
mercy as a whole, we see that the object of mercy is human life itself and
everything it embraces.”[11]

Obviously “human life itself and everything it embraces” includes care for
our common home. So let me propose a complement to the two traditional
sets of seven: may the works of mercy also include care for our common
home.

As a spiritual work of mercy, care for our common home calls for a
“grateful contemplation of God’s world” (Laudato Si, 214) which “allows
us to discover in each thing a teaching which God wishes to hand on to
us” (ibid., 85). As a corporal work of mercy, care for our common home
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requires “simple daily gestures which break with the logic of violence,
exploitation and selfishness” and “makes itself felt in every action that
seeks to build a better world” (ibid., 230-31).

6. In conclusion, let us pray

Despite our sins and the daunting challenges before us, we never lose
heart. “The Creator does not abandon us; he never forsakes his loving plan
or repents of having created us... for he has united himself definitively
to our earth, and his love constantly impels us to find new ways forward”
(Laudato Si, 13; 245). In a particular way, let us pray on 1 September, and
indeed throughout the year:

“O God of the poor,

help us to rescue the abandoned

and forgotten of this earth,

who are so precious in your eyes...

God of love, show us our place in this world

as channels of your love

for all the creatures of this earth” (ibid., 246),
God of mercy, may we receive your forgiveness
and convey your mercy throughout our common home.
Praise be to you!

Amen.

[1] Letter for the Establishment of the “World Day of Prayer for the Care
of Creation” (6 August 2015).

[2] Address in Santa Barbara, California (8 November 1997).

[3] Bartholomew I, Message for the Day of Prayer for the Protection of
Creation (1 September 2012).
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[4] Address to the Second World Meeting of Popular Movements, Santa
Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia (9 July 2015).

[5] Third Meditation, Retreat during the Jubilee for Priests, Basilica of
Saint Paul Outside the Walls, Rome (2 June 2016).

[6] General Audience of 30 March 2016.

[7] Bartholomew I, Message for the Day of Prayer for the Protection of
Creation, 1.9.1997.

[8] First Meditation, Retreat during the Jubilee for Priests, Basilica of
Saint John Lateran, Rome (2 June 2016).

[9] General Audience of 30 June 2016.

[10] The corporal works of mercy are feeding the hungry, giving drink
to the thirsty, clothing the naked, welcoming the stranger, visiting the
sick, visiting the imprisoned, burying the dead. The spiritual works of
mercy are counselling the doubtful, instructing the ignorant, admonishing
sinners, consoling the afflicted, forgiving offenses, bearing patiently those
who do us ill, praying for the living and the dead.

[11] Third Meditation, Retreat for the Jubilee for Priests, Basilica of Saint
Paul Outside the Walls, Rome (2 June 2016).
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Mary Magdalene.
APOSTLE OF THE APOSTLES

y the express wish of the Holy Father, Pope Francis, the
BCongregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the
Sacraments published a new Decree on the Solemnity of the Most Sacred
Heart of Jesus, 3 June 2016, in which the celebration of Saint Mary
Magdalene was elevated and inscribed in the General Roman Calendar

with the rank of Feast.

This decision, in the current ecclesial context, seeks to reflect more
deeply upon the dignity of women, on the new evangelisation and on the
greatness of the mystery of God’s Mercy. Saint John Paul II paid great at-
tention not only to the importance of women in the mission of Christ and
the Church, but also and with special emphasis on the particular role of
Mary of Magdala as the first witness who saw the risen Christ, and as the
first messenger who announced the Lord’s resurrection to the Apostles
(Mulieris dignitatem n. 16). The importance of this continues today in the
Church, as is evident in the new evangelisation, which seeks to welcome
all men and women “of every race, people, language and nation” (Rev 5:
9), without any distinction, to announce to them the Good News of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ while accompanying them on their earthly pilgrim-
age, and offering them the wonders of God’s salvation. Saint Mary Mag-
dalene is an example of a true and authentic evangeliser, that is an evange-
list who announces the central joyful message of Easter (cf. Collect for 22

July and the new Preface).

It is precisely in the context of the Jubilee of Mercy that our Holy
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Father Pope Francis has taken this decision, in order to underline the rel-
evance of this woman “who so loved Christ and was so greatly loved by
Christ”, as Rabanus Maurus affirms on various occasions when he speaks
of her (“dilectrix Christi et a Christo plurimum dilecta”: De vita Mariae
Magdalenae, Prologus), as well as Saint Anselm of Canterbury who says
of her “chosen because you are beloved and beloved because you are
chosen of God” (“electa dilectrix et dilecta electrix Dei”: Oratio LXXIII
ad sanctam Mariam Magdalenam). It is true that ecclesial tradition in the
West, especially since the time of Gregory the Great, has identified Saint
Mary Magdalene, and the woman who anointed Christ’s feet with perfume
in the house of Simon the Pharisee, and the sister of Lazarus and Martha,
as one and the same person. This interpretation continued to influence
western ecclesiastical authors, Christian art and liturgical texts relative to
this Saint. The Bollandists made a detailed study of the problem of iden-
tifying these three women and prepared a path for the liturgical reform of
the Roman Calendar. The outcome of this reform of the Second Vatican
Council led to the texts of the Missale Romanum, the Liturgia Horarum
and the Martyrologium referring to Mary of Magdala. What is certain is
that Mary Magdalene was part of the group of Jesus’ disciples, she ac-
companied him to the foot of the Cross and, in the garden where she met
him at the tomb, was the first “witness of Divine Mercy” (Gregory the
Great, XL Hom. In Evangelia, lib. Il Hom. 25,10). The Gospel of John
tells us that Mary Magdalene wept because she could not find the body of
the Lord (Jn 20:11); and that Jesus had mercy on her by letting himself be

known as her Master, thus transforming her tears into paschal joy.

Taking advantage of this opportune moment, I would like to un-

derline two ideas inherent in the biblical and liturgical texts of this Feast
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which assist us to better grasp the importance of this holy woman for to-

day.

On the one hand, she has the honour to be the first witness of the
Lord’s resurrection (“prima testis” — Hymnus, Ad Laudes matutinas), the
first who saw the empty tomb and the first to hear the truth about his res-
urrection. Christ showed special consideration and mercy to this woman
who showed her love for Christ by seeking him in her anguish and suffer-
ing in the garden, or as Saint Anselm says in the prayer mentioned above
with “lacrimas humilitatis” (“the tears of humility”). In this way it is pos-
sible to highlight the contrast between the woman present in the garden
of paradise and the woman present in the garden of the resurrection. The
first spread death where there was life; the second announced life from a
sepulchre, the place of death. As Gregory the Great underlines: “Quia in
paradiso mulier viro propinavit mortem, a sepulcro mulier viris annuntiat
vitam” (“Indeed because a woman offered death to a man in Paradise, a
woman announces life to the men from the tomb”: XL Hom. In Evangelia,
lib. II, Hom. 25). Yet, there is more, as we see precisely in the garden of
the resurrection where the Lord says to Mary, “Noli me tangere” (“Do not
cling to me” Jn 20:17). This is an invitation to enter into an experience of
faith that goes beyond materialistic assumptions and the human grasping
after the divine Mystery which is not simply addressed to Mary but to the
entire Church. This is an ecclesial moment! This is an important lesson
for every disciple of Jesus Christ to neither seek human securities nor the

vainglory of this world, but in faith to seek the living and risen Christ!

On the other hand, precisely because she was an eyewitness to the

risen Christ, she was also the first one to bear witness to him before the
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